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ABSTRACT 


Subsequent to 1915, a wave of labor unrest swept 
through Canada. This unrest was the result of long working 
hours and high prices, two consequences of World War I. 
Labor unrest was Sepoeiatiy acute in the West. Frequency 
of strike action and growth of trade union membership reveal 
that this unrest increased dramatically from 1916 until a 
climax was reached in 1919. 

The formation of the One Big Union and the Winnipeg 
General Strike affected Edmonton. Here, branches of the 
O.B.U. were established and, in May, 1919, a general sympath- 
etic strike occurred. The purpose of the Edmonton strike 
was to demonstrate solidarity with the strikars of Winniped. 
Edmenton, with a population under 60,005, did not experience 
a dramatic work stopage such as that which is in Man- 
itoba's capital. Upon first reflection, it would appear 
that the relatively small size of Edmonton, and its location 
within a primarily agricultural environment, were the prin- 
ciple reasons why the strike was short in duration and did 
not terminate in a climate of hostility and repression such 
as was experienced at Winnipeg. In depth research demon- 
strates, however, that other significant factors must be 
considered. 

The Edmonton sympathetic strike occurred in a city 
under the control of a mayor who, alona with many aldermen, 
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were responsive to the aspirations of organized labor. 
Through the vehicle of the Dominion Labor Party, organized 
labor was actively involved in civic politics. The Edmonton 
Trades and Labor Council, in which most union locals were 
represented, was dominated by men who advocated political 
action through the means cf the D.L.P. This leadership 
remained loyal to their “international” craft unions at a 
time when many Canadian workers were switching their alleg- 
iances to the One Big Union. 

Unlike in Winnipeg and Vancouver, 0.8.U. adherents 
in Edmonton were unable to wrest control of trade union 
structures from such a leadershipe A “purge” of 0.8.U, 
proponents within the E.T. & L.C. was the reason for this, 
and, at the time of the May, 1919 sympathetic strike, a 
trade council dominated by "loyalists" was able ts direct 
the course taken by labor during the action. 

The Edmonton daily press, while extending consid- 
erable coverage ts the labor unrest of ths 1918-1519 periad, 
gave, in many cases, an unreliable account of trade union 
ectivitys Fer sthis reason, Part One of this thesis is a 
narrative history of organized labor in Edmonton and dist- 
rict prior to 1920. In Part Two, press coverage of labor 
unrest :is analyzed. This analysis has demonstrated the 
influence the press had on the image enjoyed by various 
components of organized labor in 1918~1919, and the influence 
the press had on the actions of trade unionists themselves 
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at that time. That the “loyalist" upholders of "internat- 
ional” craft unionism were able to retain their control over 
the course of events in 1919 was due, to no small extent, to 
the active intervention of the daily press into the activi~ 


ties of the labor movement. 
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Alberta Federation of Labor or American 
Federation of Labor as indicated. 
International Brotherhood of Railway and 
Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers, 
Express and Station Employees. 
Canadian Federation of Labor 
Canadian Brotherhood of Railway Employees. 
Edmonton Trades and Labor Council. 
Industrial Workers of the World. 
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PART ONE 


STUDY OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN EDMONTON 
ANDeDISERLE ReWIH pBNPHASIS eWUPON THE (1918-1919 
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Chapter jf 


TRENDS IN THE EDMONTON AREA AFFECTING THE LABOR 
MOVEMENT PRIOR TO 1916 


Industrialization 

Until World War I, Edmonton was essentially a com- 
mercial, governmental, service, and distribution centre lo-~ 
cated within a primarily agrarian province. Some secondary 
industry existed, but did not engage the labor of a large 
number of personse The unionized working force in this ag- 
rarian milieu was not large, consisting of skilled and semi- 
skilled craftsmen, although unionized unskilled laborers 
existed. 

Railway construction facilitated laber organization. 
Calgary and Strathcona were joined by rail as of August, 
1891, by the Calgary and Edmonton Railway Company -- soon to 
be acquired by the C.P.R. The C.P.R. line did not reach 
north Edmonton until the high level bridge was built in 
1913, but in 1905 the Canadian Northern Railway gave Edmon- 
ton direct access to Eastern Canadas Similarly, the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railway gave Edmonton additional access to 
Eastern Canada as of September, 1909. The two transcont- 
inental railways at later periods gave Edmonton access to 
the Pacific coast, the Canadian Northern reaching Vancouver 
in 1916, and the G.7.P. reaching Prince Rupert in 1914. In 
addition to numerous spur lines emanating from the trans- 


continentals, shorter railroads as the Alberta and Great 
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Waterways Railway, linking Edmonton with the western Peace 
River region, added to Edmonton's importance as a transport- 
ation centre. ' 

First to.be unionized on the railways were engine- 
ers, conductors, firemen, and trainmen -- the "running 
trades" -- and these were organized into craft unions often 
non-affiliated with either the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada (the T.L.C.) or the American Federation of Labor 
alga to le Not until later were more "“plebian" elements -~ 
the men of the “running trades" tended to assume elitist 
attitudes -- organized into additional craft unions as the 
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees, a union which 
was affiliated to both the A.Fele’ and T.L.C.” An important 
force in organizing numerous railway workers was the Canad- 
ian Brotherhood of Railway Employees, founded in 1908 and 
conceived as being a "purely national railway Labour union" 
Organized "on an industrial Meee While much of this 
Organization was at first confined to eastern Canada, and 
while initial organizing campaigns were abortive in the 


West, the C.8.R.E. was to have considerable membership in 


Wai Blue, Alberta Past and Present, Vol. 1, Hist- 
orical and Biographical (Chicago: Pioneer Historical Pub- 
LLG Mw. © Or, 1a34 , pp. 314-317. 


zu. E. Greening and M™. M. Maclean, It Was Never 
Eas 1908-1958: A History of the Canadian Brotherhood of 


Railwa Transport and General Workers (Ottawa: Mutual 
Press Ltdtgnneol eeikuadis 
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the Edmonton area by the end of World War Lon 

Years before they had affiliated with the Edmonton 
Trades and Labor Council, railway unions were functioning in 
Edmonton. The Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees 
was first referred to in the Council's minutes of March 15, 


1909,° 


As the Grand Trunk Pacific R.R. approached Edmonton, 
the Edmonton T. & L.C. developed a critical concern about 
employment of orientals in the construction of the railway.’ 
When white, Anglo-Celtic labor became more prevalent on the 
G.T.P., union organizers took a greater interest in organ- 
izing construction and maintenance workers on the Grand 
Trunks. The@sbad ween Can minutes, of. Fetobers 33, 19105, hence 
refer to the "vile condition obtaining in the construction 
camps of the G.7T.P. west of the city."© Apparently, the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters was encountering vigorous opposit-~ 
ion from management while attempting to organize constructicn 
workers. The minutes of November 7, 1910 indicated that a 
local of the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen had been organ- 
ized at the G.T.P. yards, and "hoped to get them [selves] 


affiliated witn the Council at an early date."" 


Edmonton Free Prass, May 31, 1919, p. Se 
By May, 1919, there were at least 206 members of the Can- 
adian Brotherhood of Railway Employees, about 10% of the 
Organized working force of Edmonton. 


6 
Toy 1909. 
7 


Edmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, March 


Ibi0;; cepLemcer 30, 1909: 


Sipid.. October 3, 1910. 


7thid., November 7, 1910. 
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A local of the International Association of Machin= 
ists had sought affiliation with the E.T. & L.C. in March, 


1909, 19 


The machinists and their helpers were employed 
mainly at railway shops in Edmonton. The latter were slower 
in attaining union protection. The question of which union 
would service their needs involved considerable discussion 
in the Council, and it was finally decided that "the Machin- 
ists Helpers [sic] be organized as a Federal Labor Union 
[Local] , underéths A. FRrofelke [American Federation of Labor 
charter], and that the Machinists delegates be asked to act 
on the Organizing Committee on this neeuareis | 

About one-third of organized labor in Edmonton, by 
1919, was directly or indirectly employed within the railway 
fndustry <>? Much of the influx of railway workers into 
unions occurred during World War I and the early post-war 
period. The development of the railway industry was paral- 
leled by the development of the coal-mining industry in 
northern Alberta. 

The Edmonton coal formation was a source of prim- 
arily lignite coals, but some sub-bituminous and bituminous 
grades existed west of Edmonton towards the foothills.” 
Unionized coal miners in the Edmonton area were part of 


\Orbidly march 1, 1909. 
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V2 dmanton Free-Press, May 31, 1919, p. 3. 
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District No. 18 of the United Mine Workers of America. This 
district was formed on November 9, 1903 and included all 

Alberta and mainland British Bo Vonvea ck As of November 18, 
4907 °allocal*ofothe UsM.WeAvvgainedcaffillationswith “the 

Edmonton Trades and Labor Council. Delegates to the Trades 
Council reported a membership of about 350 and that employ- 
ment opportunities at local mines were good, especially for 


9 


experienced miners. On July 20, 1908 it was reported to 


the Council that the Parkdale coal mine was the only thor- 


oughly unionized mine in the Edmonton district. © 


By Oct- 
Oper io, 1909, Twin City and Ritchie Coal Co. were reported 
as being two additional coal companies completely organized. 
It was predictable that the organization of const- 
ruction workers would occur during Edmonton's formative 
yearse Hence, when representatives of various union locals 
met at Unity Hall on December 2, 1905 "..e.«to consider the 
formation of a central body representing the trade unions of 
the city," delegates consisted of plumbers, typographers, 
lathers, bricklayers, and paeceter see During the follow- 


ing year, painters, cigarmakers, tinners, hod carriers, 


barbers, joiners, and laborers gained representation on the 


156 umonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
November 18, 1907. 
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Edmonton Trades and Labor Council. Edmonton printers, rep- 
resented by the Typographers Union, were pioneers in Edmon- 
ton union organization, having formed a local in 4903. )7 
Apart from the printing trades and a few other skilled 


crafts, workers in the building trades predominated within 


the E.l. & L.€. for its first several years. 


Urbanization 

The process of urbanization within Edmonton and 
district was interrelated with the processes of industrial-~ 
ization and unionization. Urbanization involved const~ 
ruction of homes, plants, and commercial enterprises as well 
as the building of urban transportation systems (such as the 
street railway system). It is important to note that, while 
urbanization led to increased trade union organization, 
union membership in no way kept pace with Edmonton's spec- 


tacular population growth from 1901 to 1921. 
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Table 1 
Population of Edmonton: 1901-1921" 


a 


1901 1906 4:94 1916 13:28 
4,176 14,088 31,064 53,646 Soya 
Population of Edmonton Population of Strathcona 
1901 -- 2,626 1901 -- 1,550 
1911 -- 24,900 Be te Di aap | 


*Includes the population of Strathcona which ~amal- 
gamated with Edmonton in 1912. 


Sources: 


; Canada Year Book (Ottawa: King's Printer, 1912, 
1921). 


The rapid growth of Edmonton's population was due, 
in addition to the arrival of transcontinental railways, tos 
the selection of the city as Alberta's capital and its pos- 
ition as a point of departure for northern exploration and 
development. The homesteading of agricultural lands in the 
Edmonton area naturally facilitated the city's status as an 
agricultural centre. 

In Alberta, during the 1901-1921 period, urban 
population did not challenge the supremacy of the rural 
component of the provincial population. Appendix #1 dem- 
onstrates that the percentage of the total population which 


was urban increased from 26.1% to 37.9% in this twenty 
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yearse2° The increasing importance of the urbanized areas 
is hence indicated. Nevertheless, the essentially agrarian 
nature of the Province is also indicated, and this is of 
some importance when labor unrest during World War I and 
afterwards is considered. Strike activity in 1918 and 1919 
Occurred in a milieu dominated by the agrarian mentality 
which stressed hard work and individual enterprise. Such an 
outlook would naturally lead many farmers to maintain a 
suspicious, or even hostile, attitude towards the aspir- 
ations of organized labor even though the Alberta farmer, 
himself, had ample reason for discontent during and after 
World War I. 

While considering demographic factors, it is useful 
to note the ethnic composition of Alberta's population since 
Edmonton's work force reflected with some degree of accuracy 
the ethnic derivation of the provincial population. Appen- 
dix #2 demonstrates that the vast majority of the population 
was born in Canada, the U.S., or the British Isles wherein 
English was the usual language spoken and Anglo-Celtic the 
Main ethnic stock. While persons from non=-Anglo-Celtic 
backgrounds were often employed in mines, on railway con- 
struction, and on farms, they did not form the core of trade 
union leadership in Alberta, nor did they comprise the mem- 
bership of the skilled crafts from which this leadership 


emerged. 


BOR redin. Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Canada 
Year Book, 1921 (Ottawa: King's Printer, 1922), p. 102. 
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The ethnic factor is significant when the 1918-1919 
period is examined, for the national origins of strike 
leadership then came under close scrutiny. During the Edmon- 
ton sympathetic strike of 1919, it was felt necessary to 
publish the membership of the executive of the general 
strike committee in the Edmonton Bulletin on June 11, 1919. 
Of the eight members of the executive, all but one (a Swede) 
passed the ethnic litmus test and came from Anglo-Celtic 


aiaen ss! 


Trade Union Organization in Alberta to 1916 


Alberta trade union organization by 1916 consisted 
of numerous locals, the majority of which were affiliated to 
an urban trade union centre such as the Edmonton Trades and 
Labor Council, as well as the Alberta Federation of Labor, 
and the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada. Founded in 
1886, the T.L.C. originally aspired to include all trade 
unions in Canada including assemblies of the Knights of 


22 TRE CONSLTLEULUON Of ENS wi. eGs StUTresssdecnat. one 


Labor. 
of its main functions was to influence labor legislation at 
the federal level of governmente-” Its all-inclusive mem- 


bership policy was undermined when jurisdictional disputes 


broke-out between Canadian labor unions and "international" 


eA dmembon Morning Bulletin, June 11, 1919. 

22uarold A. Logan, The History of Trade-Union 
Organization in Canada (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1928), ppe 53-54. 
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unions operating in Canada, the majority of the latter being 
chartered by the American Federation of Labor. 

The influence of the A.F. of L. in Canada was very 
evident during the 1902 convention of the Trades and Labor 
Congress at Berlin, Ontario. On this occasion, the Knights 
of Labor assemblies were denied representation at the con- 
vention, and the T.L.C. subsequently withheld recognition of 
any national unions where internationals of the same craft 
existed.?* As a result of the Berlin meeting, the vast maj- 
ority of T.L.C. affiliates were also affiliates of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. Samuel Gompers, President of the 
A.F. of Le, imposed his philosophy of "pure and simple 
trades unionism" on these "internationals", and hence they 
tended to stick strictly to economic matters, avoiding 
social problems and ideological questions. Their conser- 
vative philosophy, and their emphasis upon craft organizatian, 
led to a dichotomy in the working force whereby the majority 
were bereft of trade union protection whereas the minority 
enjoyed such protection, and the economic benefits which 
accompanied collective bargaining rights. R. H. Coats in 
1913 estimated that the total membership of Canadian trade 
unions amounted to about six per cent of Canada's wage- 


earning population.-> 


R. H. Coats, "The Labour Movement in Canada", 
Canada and Its Provinces, Vol. IX (Toronto: Publishers' 
Association of-Canada, Ltd., 1914), pe 322. 
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The Edmonton Trades and Labor Council was modelled 
upon the U.S. pattern of urban trade union centres, the U.S. 
centres being chartered by the American Federation of Labor. 
Wence, On Pebruary 7, rol the Bvt. & LG, "resolved *that 
"tirs GOUNCI) adriisiave as a DOdyY with the Aspe Of le, and 


26 The charter was necessitated by 


angry for “a-charter’. * 
the fact that locals of international unions were not affil- 
Pating with sthe Eeumonton Council due to “ites Wackvof Ayr. of 
Es. recognition. By March 7, 1910 the charter had arrived 

and a special organizational meeting was called for March 11 
in order that means might be devised to recruit union locals 
remaining outside the Counc mee. At the latter meeting, it 
was resolved that the A.F. of L. constitution be invoked to 
pressure union locals in the building trades into reaffil- 


20 This tactic worked, 


iating with the Edmonton central body. 
for within the next several months the building trades 
unions had sought reaffiliation with the trades council, 
and we cal other union locals attained affiliation for the 
First time. 

The American Federation of Labor served as a for- 
mative influence in the creation of the Alberta Federation 
of Labor. The annual convention of the Trades and Labor 
Congress in 1910 recommended "the establishment of provin- 


265 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
February 7 eno. 


27 Hid., March 7, 1910. 
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cial federations of labor corresponding in function to the 
state federations in the United States, and made provision 


fon othom incitsucanstitutione™<- 


Invi91O. othe British Col- 
umbia Federation of Labor was chartered by the T.L.C. Al- 
berta followed the example of B.C. and in June, 1912, the 
Alberta Federation of Labor was Formed. ~> The question of 
the Alberta Federation of Labor was broached at aneE.T. & 
L.C. meeting of August 1, 1910 with "...8ro [sic] Adair in 
particular advocating the creation of Provincial Federations, 
similar to the state Federations of the A.F. of L., support- 
ed by a general per capita tax levied from the Cannecasen 
A subsequent meeting of the E.T. & L.C. resolved "That this 
Council is.in favor of calling a convention..." for the pur- 
pose cf forming a Provincial Federation of Labor, this res- 
olution being prompted by Wm. Symonds, Vice-President of the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada for Alberta.~~ 
The Alberta Federation of Labor was necessary be- 
cause labor is constitutionally a matter within provincial 
as well as federal jurisdiction. Labor legislation such as 
the Mechanics Lien Law (1884), Preferential Assignments Act 


(1907), Workmen's Compensation Act (1908), Early Closing 


Act (1912), Act for the Protection of Persons Employed in 


27+ ogan, DisCl bie, De. 100. 
S°Tbid. 
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Edmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
August 1, 1910. 
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the Construction cf Buildings and Excavations (1913), Fac- 
tory Act (1917), etc. was passed in the N.W.T. and Alberta 
ppdors t0; and during, the period which we are examining, 


although no Department of Labor existed in the province at: 


oi 


this time.~ The Alberta Federation was established as a 


means by which organized labor might influence legislation 
concerning Alberta wage earners. Represented within the 
Federation were Trades and Labor Councils, international and 


national local branch unions and independent federal labor 


2 34 
UNLONS. 


The Canadian Federation of Labor originated after 
the T.L.C. convention of 1902 mainly through the initiative 
of those Knights of Labor Assemblies purged from the main 


Canadian union congress. The C.F.L., named tne National 


Trades and Labor Congress of Canada until 1908,°> is siqnif- 


icant because some of its off-shoots were progenitors of the 


36 


Canadian Congress of Labor founded in 1940. The Canadian 


Brotherhood of Stationary Engineers and Firemen, one of the 
few C.F.L. affiliates in Alberta, had its headquarters in 


Edmonton. Formed in June, 1919, it had nine branches in Al- 


berta by 1924." " The C.B.S.E. & F. sought to gain repres- 


eeiluc  opeeeit., op. 375-381. 


SOobid.; os 3E3< 


“Scharles Lipton, The Trade Union Movement of 
Canada, 1827-1959 (2nd ed.; Montreal: Canadian Social 
Publications Ltd., 1968), pp. 145-147. 
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eitationionethere. Temaeb.ty but} atva couricil meeting iof 
April 5, 1920, it was decided that the Brotherhood would be 
denied representation because "there was an International 
Union to which this organization should belong" and if its 
delegates were seated by the Trades Council it would be 
“contrary to the Constitution of the Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of G@nadects | 
In Edmonton, the Federated Association of Letter 
Carriers (Local 15) was another Canadian union existing 
przorrtvolle20 earl arggedistandingtwith thesTwesCu_ritiwas 
eligible for affiliation with the E.T. & L.C. Besides be- 
ing one of the few national unions in Edmonton during this 
period, it bears mention because it, along with the Amal- 
gamated Postal Workers, rejected participation in the Edmon- 


39 


ton sympathetic strike of 1919. Another Canadian union, 


the Canadian Brotherhood of Railway Employees, established a 

local in Edmonton by 1918.00 
The predominance of trade union continentalism, or 

"internationalism", has been amply demonstrated at the local, 


provincial, and federal levels of trade union organization. 


Since the "international" unions had at their disposal funds 


3B F dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
ADGI LS...) Ue 


> Panadar Department of Labour, Seventh Annual 
Report on Labour OQroanization in Canada, 1917 (Ottawa: 
Government Printing Bureau, NOte ie LOpael6v=1 the 

40; anada, Department of Labour, Eighth Annual 
Report on Labour Oraanization in Canada, 1918 (Ottawa: 


King's Printer, 1919), pe 173. 
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and organizational capacity that gave them an overwhelming 
competitive advantage over Canadian trade unionism, it was 
remarkable that national trade unions were able to expand, 
let alone survive, in western Canada before and during World 
War I... The C.B.R.E., the most successful Canadian trade 
union, made vigouous efforts to penetrate into the West in 


44 


T9910 -andttet2s. Inri1916,5°inespitesof previous setbacks, 


the C.B.R.E. resumed its drive to organize in the West, 2 


and from this point onward it was to be a major factor in 
Western Canadian trade union history. The westward penet- 
ration of the C.B.R.E. introduces the question of industrial 


unionism as welleas that of national trade unionism: 


Industrial Unionism 

During the labor unrest in Western Canada from 1916 
to 1921, the question of industrial unionism was inextric- 
ably linked with that of Canadian union autonomy. The 0.8.U. 
secessionist movement was an attempt at industrial unionisn, 


yet trade union nationalism was also involved, a fact evid- 


enced by the rhetoric of O.8B.U. proponents. -~ 


4Vereening and Maclean, op. cit., pp. 28-30. 
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4scalaary Daily Herald, March 12, 1919, pe 6. 
The Calgary Daily Herald, commenting upon the afternoon 


session of the annual convention of the British Columbia 
Federation of Labor on March 11, 1919, stated: 

"Affiliation with international unions was assailed 
from almost every conceivable angle..«s, and eventually a 
resolution was almost unanimously adopted recommending this 
be severed eees”™ 
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Marion Savage defined an industrial union as fol- 

lows: 

«es [T]he industrial union differs from other unions 

in that it includes all who work in an industry, 

regardless of differences in craft, sex, or racee 

Whereas the craft union seeks to unite those using 

the same tools or doing the same kind of work with 

approximately the same degree of skill, the indust- 

rial union seeks to unite all who are engaged upon 

a certain product or class of products, regardless 4 

of the character of the service which they render. 
This definition underscores the fact that industrial union- 
ism represents a qualitatively higher level of trade union 
Organization than craft unionism. Such organization pos- 
sesses an inherent logic; it is logical that when a trans- 
continental railway such as the C.P.R. is controlled by one 
central management, it be confronted by one industrial union, 
or a limited number of unions working in concert, which may 
pry maximum economic concessions from that management. 

The United Mine Workers of America, formed in 1890 
with a charter from the American Federation of Mebdee was 
one of the first industrial unions which possessed a long- 
term survival capacity. The U.M.W.A. included within its 
ranks "all working men in and around the coal mines, 
whether they be teamsters, firemen, blacksmiths, car dumpers, 
slate pickers, miners, or men engaged in various other oc- 


cupations connected with the ince yene The relatively 


44narion Savage, Industrial Unionism in America 
(New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1922), ps 3. 
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conservative leadership which predominated within the 
U.M.W.A. for most of its history indicates that industrial 
unionism did not necessarily entail ideological underpin- 
nings of an unorthodox nature. 

The concept of industrial unionism spread into 
western Canada from the east and from the south. These two 
merging currents produced an unique blend of theory pertain- 
ing to industrial unionism, a mixture which included Eur- 
Opean, British, Canadian, and U.S. modes of trade union or- 
Ganizatione That U.S. concepts of industrial unionism would 
enter Canada is an obvious consequence of those North Amer- 
ican physiographic realities which promote a north-south 
flow of trade, investment, population, and ideology. Reo- 
ionalism played a role in the growth of industrial unionisn, 
and radical trade unionism, in both western Canada and the 
U.S. At the same time, two countries existed with dissimilar 
outlooks towards politics, economic organization, and cul- 
ture. 

Canada was linked by transcontinental railway net- 
works which promoted the flow of commodities and populations 
on an east-west basis. Alberta was populated to a large 
extent by Canadian and British stock; eastern cultural and 
political loyalties inevitably influenced trade union devel-~ 
opment in the province. Industrial unionism in the West may 
have developed unique characteristics in relationship to its 
mode of development in eastern Canada but, at the same time, 


it could not help but differ in structure to that developing 
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in northwestern United States. Of the various sectors of 
the economy where industrial unionism could be expected to 
spread on an east-west basis, it is in the area of railway 
transport that such a mode of union organization could most 
logically emerge. 

The spread of industrial unionism in some sectors 
of the economy, especially mining and other industries in- 
volving the extraction of primary commodities, produced a 
history of protracted, and often violent, labor-management 
confrontations. Crass exploitation of an overworked labor 
force, often comprising immigrant labor shunned by conser- 
vative trade union organizers, not surprisingly would give 
rise to such unions as the I.W.W. 

The Industrial Workers of the World, formed in 
Chicago in June, 1905, was the product of disparate group- 
ings which shared only one common attribute -- an opposition 
Lo caopitalLlsm ano. to: Cratt anclonie ne” The Western Feder- 


48 


ation of Miners, founded in 1893 and one of the founding 


components of the I.W.W., withdrew from the latter union in 


1908¢? 


and this greatly weakened it structurally. Sub- 
sequent defections left the I.W.W. with a poor and unskilled 
membership base dominated by a leadership professing anarcho- 


syndicalist Baile! ceeneant The anarcho-syndicalist orientation 


Ibids, pp. 146-147. 


i ee a 


+o eqovaon suoiteyv wend 8: eededt badtny. & ™ rat 
us ootoagee ed Hues wevkeve Ben Sctedulbat pe | 
vewhiear J9 aete off ot 32 isohend pmaniteyS iY: ? 
team bilies noitastapete adiAd. te otag'! @ dque dada # 
ec wuge cad Melnoled. Baar aly inane witty | 

wit voli teubal tetzesang, Saeean  hekaagqen OO aahtad ds ah 


aM 
nM Me 


Kigphead) ,aekttpoanow vtemigg ae itihaendae wits 

sivenicte dink Fas Ley oT Deis THONG "(relodedden ha 

7n0de. bexraudate We oy ahbaies anat .eneds 

manips sai Dente sanded Taro see onteecgmes raids. er 
Man ‘ein ebig rit , 8 Lis traga's ae bi ohord | wi | 

| Mettel cfs. e ani coy pa { 

11] nme —BEIOW eno {a etesyTes edad outa oid’ 

dove seeaeees 4 -donabaitn, was cow ,000f ‘sina ty agi 

: id beouqo, (es a Jesu Ese nabedh ene vine bite Hes Ei ag 

paved. reyes al any ” magbagting Mer ak bae- mak Catigy 

pncbeue anak Ve’ eno hee Weoat ad Seta? yevend® 104 
nk cate sedeeb edd ment warrtty be yet t ll Yo atone a 

adue Yilmeutaur te dH, Deribabain (id oun etd ‘tee ae 

bald Len none saci a iba ikeltat gels iil enol¢eetah sama b 
-priicae grkese1a7g dhyyennde! Se beaten dane seed” saa 


anrieinaian tat Seakbn¥asvrtnsang ent et bad Tnileotseye. : 


20 


of the I.W.W. is clearly reflected in the Preamble to its 
constitution adopted at its 1908 convention: 


It is the historic mission of the working class to 
do away with capitalism. The army of production 
must be organized, not only for the every-day 
struggle with’ capitalists, but also to carry on 
production when capitalism shall have been over- 
thrown. By organizing industrially we are form- 
ing the structure of the new society within the 
SHoti net tne noke. | 51 


The I.W.W. entered western Canada in 1906, forming 


several branches among metal miners and unskilled Nortees. 


By 1911, its self-proclaimed membership was about 10,000, 


most of these residing in B.C. but some working in the coal 


28) 


mines of southwestern Alberta. Rfter "1917, tha Fre. 


experienced a membership decline and in 1918-1919 it was 
outlawed by the Canadian Government.” After regaining its 
legality, it made an ephemeral reappearance in Alberta when 


Some cOal miners Surtched"affiltatiron from the“OU.e Us te tre 


ST ied Thompson (compiler), The I.W.W.: Its 


First Fifty Years (1905-1955) (Chicago: Industrial 


Workers oT "the -Warrdp*1S55), “pe 4 


52) ogan, OieeiL ss De 15S ¢ 


ah ai 

The twee wd le noe  sioni ficanteen coer aver 
history of Edmonton, did have a local in the city which 
tasted atwleast Untliethe. latter part of 19145) his Vocal. 
#82, was formed on August 27, 1912, with G. Larson as its 
secretary. See Second Annual Report on Labour Organization 
in Canada (Ottawa: 1912), p. 156. Presumably the I.W.W. 
attempted to organize miners and general laborers in the 
Edmonton district. From the Minutes of the E.T. &L.C., 
August 3,17, 1914, we know that it worked in concert with 
the executive of the Trades Council to form a "Rowan and 
Barret Defense Leaque." 
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Tbhide, Ppp« 153-154. 
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I.W.W. in the early fo2cs one 
The 0.B8.U. has been often confused, deliberately or 

mistakenly, with the I.W.W. The reason for this confusion 
could be due to the use of the slogan "One Big Union" by the 
I.W.W. However, the Canadian variant of radical industrial 
unionism after World War I cannot be dismissed as being 
merely a carbon copy of the I.W.W. Such an identification 
leads to simplistic and inaccurate assessments of the 1919 
period of labor unrest by writers such as J. G. MacGregor 
who asserted: 

Behind the unrest...estood the old IWW organization 

which became that sinister progenitor of the OBU, 

the One Big Union, which, when it was launched in 

Caloary in March 1919, brought with it fear of a 

Canada-wide revolution. The celebrated Winnipeg 

strike of 1919 was but one of its manifestations, 

while in Edmonton the publication of the "Soviet" 

and a general strike were others. 456 
While the 0.B.U. and its activities in the Edmonton area are 
examined in some detail below, its relationship with the 
I.W.W. warrants some comment. 

As did the I.W.W., the 0.B.U. opposed the craft 
unionism of the American Federation of Labor and the T.L.C. 
of Canada. However, the U.S.-based union was essentially 
a vehicle for anarcho-syndicalists after its 1908 convention. 
The Canadian-based union consisted initially, in 1919, of a 
conglomerate of radical socialists, anarcho-syndicalists, 
S57hompson, nid acide, ope tho. 


Ahi G. MacGregor, Edmonton: A History (Edmonton: 
M. G. Hurtig Publishers, 19650) alin 225. 
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trade union nationalists, proponents of industrial unionism, 
naive social reformers, and opportunists (or, labor states- 
men in a hurry). Many of the initiators of the 0.B.U. can- 
not be labeled "radicals" as the subsequent histories of 


Cards Berg) andi Ri Bee Russell demonstrate.”- 


Other founders 
of the 0.B.U. went on to support the Workers' Party of Can- 
ada and the Independent Labor Party, two divergent political 
streams which indicate the futility of attempting to subsume 
all supporters of the 0.B.U. idea under the generic label 
“radical". About the safest label which can be applied to 
O0.B.U. supporters is "secessionist" as each favored seces- 
sion from “international” craft unions. 

D. C. Masters, citing Industrial Unionism in Amer- 
ica by M. D. Savage, indicates two notable differences be- 
tween the I.W.W. and the 0.B.U. The first of these is 
philosophical; the Preamble to the constitution of the lat- 
ter organization, age than envisioning the day when 
“capitalism shall have been overthrown", stresses the need 
for education of workers in order that they might be pre- 
pared for the day when “production for profit shall be 


58 


replaced by production for use.” The second is structural; 


STwhile D. C. Masters in The Winnipeg General 
Strike (p. 70) describes Russell as being an "extremist", 


his relationship with the Workers' Party of Canada hardly 
places him on the far-left of the political spectrum. See 
William Rodney, Soldiers of the International (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1968), OOies(, —20,e cee Tht «spec 
ial interest is Russell's use of the label "foreign agitator" 
(p. 51) to describe a communist with whom he did not agree. 
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D. C. Masters, The Winnipeg General Strike 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 7950), @ 153. 
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the I.W.W. possessed a more genuine type of industrial union 
organization since the 0.B.U. grouped its workers ona 


territorial bast aa: 


After the disintegration of the 0.B.U. 
during the early 1920's, and after its more politically- 
orientated advocates gravitated to the political groupings 
of their choice, what remained of the Canadian secessionist 
union was a small, ineffectual cult modelled upon an imprac- 
tical theoretical construct and dominated by essentially 
conservative men. The differences between the 0.B.U. and 
the I.W.W. were accented in 1920 when the 0.B.U. made 
attempts to organize in the United States, hence raisino the 
ire of the U.S.-based union which described its Canadian 
competitor as being "not red but pale pink" and in league 
with the “reactionary Socialist party of Canada." © 
Labor union organization in Edmonton and district 
prior to World War One was the product of the twin social 
processes of industrialization and urbanization. The first 
trade unions in Edmonton were “international” craft unions 
comprising skilled craftsmen usually, but not entirely, of 
an Anglo-Celtic background and often exceptionally literate 
and articulate. Some industrial unions existed, but the 
first of these to appear, the United Mineworkers of America,’ 


was an "international" union with a fairly orthodox leader- 


ship. Its membership had a higher component of non-Anglo- 
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Celtic workers, but leadership positions were often assumed 


by English-speaking miners. 
Dwi 6 Lele sand the Alberta 
influence relations between 
and provincial governments, 


pattern and hence indicated 


Trade union centres such as the 
Federation of Labor, designed to 
Organized labor and the civic 
were modelled upon the U.S. 


the influence the American Fed- 


eration of Labor had in Canada. World War One and its 


accompanying economic dislocation was to threaten the dom- 


ination of "international unions" as "radical" concepts of 


trade union organization combined with a nationalist sen- 


timent among trade unionists, especially in the West. 
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EPEEGlogtierae eri RST WORLD WAR ONS LABOR 


Labor's Attitude Towards World War I 

Prior to World War I, organized labor in Canada 
tended to be critical of steps taken by various governments 
in the western world which smacked of militarism. For ex- 
emule, timelS tothe ail o.niconventiom arisit ructed’ tts: exetut- 
ive to contact all national and international labor congres- 
ses and federations, asking that an international peace con- 
ference be arranged so that organized labor might express 
the unanimous opposition to international eee eae oreod:, 
the T.L.C. convention advocated general strike action in all 
countries planning war, and ima 912 fandist913 T.b.C. convent— 
ions further echoed this sentiment. 

When war. was declared in August, 1914, T.L.C. offic-~ 
ialdom tended to change its position. Canadian affection 
towards Britain and the Empire was reflected within the 
ranks of organized labor as in other sectors of society. At 
the St. John, New Brunswick, convention of the T.L.C. in 
1914, fervent support for the war was withheld on one hand 
and, on the other, no attempt was made to initiate unilat- 
eral action by Canadian workers against the conflict.” Ex= 

‘Charles Lipton, The Trade Union Movement of 


Canada, 1827-1959 (2nd ede; Montreal: Canadian Social 
Publicationswmiatdwas W968) peel 57: 


2 Tbid«,spp< 160-161. 


Stbid., pp. 164-165. 
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pressions of jingoism there were, but outspoken opposition 
to the fighting was also expressed. The jingoism expressed 
by the American Federation of Labor after the U.S. entry 
TMCOoWeWs Ly ana that rerlected in the utterances of the 
British- Trade Union Congress, was muted when the T.L.C. 
President Watters made references to the Fighting.» Tavs 
caution was an indication that divergent attitudes existed 
among trade unionists regarding Canada's war effort. This 
division of opinion was experienced at the local level, in 
Edmonton, as well as at the higher levels of trade union 
organization. 

J. Re Knight, delegate for the United Brotherhood 
Gpmcaroenters and JOlners, tdcal 1570, to there. ts a@ Labs, 
introduced the following motion in August, 1914: 

That the sympathies of the Edmonton Trades and 

Labor Council are entirely with the working class 

irrespective of nationality who will now (as they 

have always in the past) bear the burden of misery 

and privation which will be the inevitable result 

of the war being waged at the present in Europe. 6 

In spite of this resolution expressing solidarity with 
workers of all nationalities, a resolution which was carried, 


461 Edmonton trade unionists had enlisted for active duty in 


the Canadian forces by the end of 1915, and another thirteen 


GF dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
August 3, 1914. 
Typing errors from the E.T. & L.C. Minutes have been 
corrected. 
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were reservists.’ By the end of 1917, total enlistments had 
expanded to 913.8 Considering that trade union membership 

represented in the Trades Council was, at the most, 3,000" 
in 1914, a sizeable percentage of Edmonton workers in 1914- 
1915 had volunteered for duty oversease By the end of 1915, 
the number of trade unionists represented in the Council was 


1,500, 12 


illustrating the extent to which the war depleted 
Broanized plabor. gc Je eRe Knights meeion did not represent 
the feelings of numerous trade union members in Edmonton. 
The relationship of organized labor in Edmonton 
with the Edmonton Executive Committee of the Canadian Pat- 
riotic Fund was curious. This fund, among other functions, 
gave financial assistance to the wives and dependents of 
Canadian troops overseas. The E.T. & L.C. persisted might- 
ily to gain representation on this Executive Committee. The 
MWinutes..of «the COuUnclietirom February, 1915 until ‘the Jatter 
part of 1916 contain numerous references to the Fund, and on 
several occasions representatives from the labor body were 
co-opted by the Patriotic Fund for its money-raising activ- 


ities. This preoccupation with the fund-raising organiz- 


Teapee. Department of Labour, Fifth Annual Report 
on Labour Organization in Canada, 1915 (Ottawa: Government 
Printing Bureau, Pen taiaoee ne 


Tele eae Department of Labour, Seventh Annual 
Report on Labour Organization in Canada, 1917 (Ottawa: 
Government Printing Bureau, 1918), pe 25. 


ora Ath Annual Report on Labour Organization in 


Canada, 1915, pe coo. 
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ation might be construed as being a manifestation of jing- 
oism on the part of Council delegates, yet this was not 
their only motive. Many trade unionists having volunteered 
for overseas duty, it is natural that organized labor would 
wish to ensure that their wives and dependents would be 
looked-after in Canada. Since many workers donated to the 
Fund, the Trades Council would naturally wish to serve as a 
"watchdog" over the Fund and its expenditure of money for 
relief purposes. Probably all factors mentioned above play- 
ed a part in ensuring that the Patriotic Fund would engage 
the attention of the Council so persistently during the 


First’ half of the wars 


Labor's Rising Militancy 
World War I saw trade union membership decline from 
the 1913 pre-war peak to the nadir attained in 1915 and 


early 1916.) | 


After this period, a spectacular increase in 
membership ensued, this being partly due to the economic 
dislocation within Canada resulting from the war, and partly 
because of various decisions made by Prime Minister Borden 
which antagonized organized labor. 

From 1916, rapidly rising prices were a major fac- 
tor in promoting labor unrest. Appendix #3 indicates the 
fluctuations of*prices’ after 1913. With TU0 "being the*price 


index for this base year, we can see that prices rose rel- 


atively slowly until the end of 1915. During 1916, there was 


M1) goten, op scltw, DOs, 168-169. 


ee ei oth oe ts Raphi pi 


ow ‘sew ells, day dad apetée pean no a 
oreainnled aonb vied aa) ‘otha icd wee rth: 
binds satet wen tepeo’ Pend ema we, eu fat 8 ae “e 
fo .tUGw stein on) Oe ‘She xhirth gent seme 

Wd v2 paleannh eebieoW Cy Remo gene’ hnahnthiad ory e 
tok Witibeerdan iy yma thane sibart anid by = eo" 

fe® -yerai Ao Saad Lewes (aby Be. baw ony save “obit 


: A) ae.) 


ds is hte a ai eee i le ae tia yidoryee4 ~onageug™ ' 
bye SLE derg ive eee ee ee ty Hetsdane nr —7 7 
nek Vinieteh yisodd eteide be. Laue) ew Ve rv Ree ist 7 
eee Fi ‘* the “orld V9! tad 


ee 
: ~ 


| ot | 


a, ee q Artem ar 9 cme iets Ae } 129 ers 


bis he? oF PER Lams 9%b an one), of Hay apres ctet a 


| \ ase 4 v fa tupetaae: a ae atte 294 h ar, atte 
| paeonn - etd pd ati ylitaag arte ot cGageaans ee | 
y isi bie laine mee ‘were, eid ia wharves. afd die ute ‘e jal 
ndbacd wadeke wate? ot valine srinleloaty micheey Vo. oal 


+ietel hai armen hemtndgetna ¥ 


bees a gnanciont mame EtOt cde date 
ie aay dl ee Hh de aed 


29 


a dramatic rise of 22 index points, and in 1917 a further 
riss of 47 points. By 1919, the index was 209, more than 
double that of 1913, and in 1920 a peak index number of 244 
was reached. A glance at the table showing the “percentage 
which interquartile range is of median" shows the signif- 
icance of the year 1917 when price increases are being con- 
sidered. The peak percentage, 44%, indicates that in that 
year the median price of commodities examined in the cal- 
culation of the index experienced a dramatic Fluctuations 2 
In Edmonton, inflation and food prices constantly 
preoccupied E.T. & L.C. delegates as of 1916. Hence, on 
July 17, W. H. Peebles of the Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ 
union pointed out that some members of his union were seen 
eating at the Phoenix Café, a non-union shop. When ques~ 
tioned about their eating practices, the men "...stated that 
their wages had been cut 60% since the war and therefore 


hd 


they could not afford to mest any higher pricesece. Gn 


October 2, it was announced that the Edmonton Public School 
Board had accepted the recommendation of the Council that a 


Fair Wage Clause be inserted in all construction contracts 


with the eee The Fair Wage Clause technique, applic- 


able to different branches of local administration such as 


12y, W. Bladen and A. F. W. Plumptre, "An Analysis 
of Prices and Price Indexes in Canada, 1913-1925", Canadian 
Historical Review, Vol. VIII, Noe 111 (Sept., 1927), 
pp. 243-246. 


cgerai teak Man Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
July ti VS 1.6% 


14nid., October 2, 1916. 
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school boards, was a means by which satisfactory wage levels 
might be maintained during the construction of public fac- 
ilities and the maintenance of public services. On November 
6, a discussion of the high cost-of-living ensued within the 
E.T. & L.C., and similar discussions persisted through 1917. 
Topics of concern included speculation in food commodities 
(August 6, 1917), relations with the Consumers' League 
(August 20), and recommendations of the Committee on Food 
Conservation (one such recommendation, that meat consumption 
be eliminated, hardly appealed to delegates at the Council 
Mmeeringitoy October a5) “On iMarch 11> 1916; thevE.T. & Lec. 
discussed income taxation, opposing a tax on all incomes 
below $2,000 while, on April 15, increased street railway 
fares caused concern. |? 

After 1915 until the end of the War, unemployment 
was not a serious concern of organized labor in Canada. As 
Appendix #4 indicates, the number of unemployed expressed as 
a percentage of total trade union membership decreased from 
8.7% in 1915 to 2.17% the following year, and until 1919 
this percentage never surpassed 3%. The weakness of this 
indicator of unemployment is obvious as only a minority of 
the Canadian working force was unionized and accurate unemp- 
ployment percentages for the entire Canadian work force can 
only be roughly estimated. This is why, in 1919, unemploy- 
ment statistics were based upon weekly returns from employ- 


15¢ ompiled from the Edmonton Trades and Labor 
Council, Minutes,, 1917-1918. 
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ers Of labor as opposed to monthly returns from trade union 
locals which had been the basis of unemployment statistics 
up to henna 

The above-mentioned high employment percentage for 
1915 reflected the situation in Edmonton quite adequately. 
Several meetings of the E.T. & ies in late 1914 and early 
1915 dealt with the “acute distress consequent upon the 


ut and on February 15, 1915, a 


great amount of unemployment" 
committee appointed by the Council summarized relief meas- 
ures undertaken by the City for the unemployed. \° Not un- 
expectedly, the Trades Council took a dim view of "the im- 
portation of Aliens by the management of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Hotel Co." when such a situation Berlei. | While 
the unemployment picture brightened in 1916, the E.T. & L.C. 
found it necessary to appoint a committee to protest at 
“ity Hall against the “employment of men from outside the 
city whilst taxpayers and citizens [were] unemployed."*" 
Imported men were being used on the Edmonton Street Railway. 

Returned soldiers were first mentioned at the April 

Were B. Conn, “Employment and Unemployment in 
Canada: Its Measurement with Special Reference to 1919", 
Canadian Historical Review, Vol. VI, Noe 111 (Sept., 1925), 
ppe 236-244. 


tae in the Edmonton Trades and Labor Council, 
Minutes, November 16, 1914. 


Us eaienals Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Pebruary “Ta elo15. 
Bid, Bitlis AStsrS. 


201nid., April 3, 1916. 
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17 meeting of the Labor Council. Then, a letter "informing 
the council that returned soldiers were acting as strike 
breakers against the moving picture operators” of Calgary 
was discussed. By December, 1916, the problem of the re- 
turned soldier appeared more serious when the Provincial 
Government resolved to retrain partially disabled veterans, 
leading the E.T. & L.C. to fear that "an army of half train- 
ed men" would be created which “would flood the market with 
cheap labor." The Councii's concern was to be transmitted 
to the Alberta Federation of Labor and the Dominion Tt.te 
In Juns, 1917, the Edmonton Council resolved that 
a seven-man committee “be appointed to meet a Committee of 
the Great War Veterans Association to discuss with them 


22 This 


questions of vital interest to both Associaticns.” 
joint meeting was held on July 24, and it issued e declar- 
ation stating that "the economic interests of the returned 
soldiers are bound in the future welfare of the working 


23 Later, an E.T. & L.«C. committee recom- 


class of Canada." 
mended that committees from the Council and the G.W.V.A. of 
Edmonton meet to discuss ways and means of furthering the 

mutual and social betterment of the two organizations."*" 


On September 16, 1918, the G.W.V.A« was invited to send a 
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fraternal delegate to the Trades esuneiayee However, as of 
January 20, 1919, the Council had received no reply to this 
invitation.-° 

Total severance of relations between the Trades 
Council and the G.W.V.A. did not result, for at the November 
17, 1919 meeting of the Council it was announced that Edmon- 
ton labor was invited to send a fraternal delegate to the 
annual convention of the G.W.V.A., Alberta Command, and con- 
sequently President R. McCreath was elected delegate to the 


27 The contacts established between the E.T. & 


convention. 
L.C. and the G.W.V.A. probably mitigated friction between 
returning soldiers and organized labor, this being of im- 
portance in 1919 when labor would need as many friends as 


possible as the process of labor unrest initiated during the 


war reached a climax. 


Edmonton Labor and the Three Levels of Government 

In December, 1916, the T.L.C. was informed by Prime 
Minister Borden and R. B. Bennett, Director-General for Man- 
power, that the government was planning registration of the 
-country‘s work force. Later, Borden informed the Congress 
that registration was not necessarily a harbinger of con- 
scriptdon,_but—that.conscription could not be ruled out if 


conditions warranted it. The T.L.C. leadership in January, 


25rbid., September 16, 1918. 


bie, Janvary. 20; 1019. 
Ibid sf November 17, 1919. 
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1917, recommended that Congress affiliates comply with the 
Government's registration demands.<° Cn. Jana tryed 0191 7; 
this recommendation was discussed by the £.T. & L.C. and 

J. Re Knight moved that the Council oppose the signing of 
the registration cards sent out by the Government, and that 
it recommend to the body's "affiliated membership that they 


be not signed."*> 


J. Findlay, Vice-President of the Council, 
and R. McCreath, Trustee, headed-off this overt cpposition 
to registration by successfully moving an amendment to the 
effect that “the question of signing the cards, dealing with 
National Service, be left to the descretion sic] of the 
individual members of the Local Unions."°0 
In June, 1917, the Conscription Bill was introduced 
in the House of Commons. The E.T. & L.C., at its June 4 
meeting, tackled the conscription question in the same 
equivaocating manner that it had tackled registration. In 
response to a motion that "the council go on record as [be- 
ing| against Conscription," a successful amendment countered 
the Council "go on record as [being] against any form of 
conscription that does not include the conscription of ali 


eal 


wealth and natural resources...’ On July 16, in response 


to a Calgary Trades Council request that the Edmonton Coun- 


28 inton, op. cite, pe 169« 


236 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
January 3, 1917. 

SOrbid. 

ai 


Ibidesy Juna 4, 1917. 


C aey. or. 


lad 


a | 


erit Aidt. ~Lamos pig 3 pompno 2, 
she? .f vateunst, gO, > aWbaameb ne: 
bes «tut & +T.2 epto yd peneusedt enw nike 
to potnpte eid epeqae Dkeawed: end. Sati bevom: ret 

tard bas tremarevind) omhb ye pure: sane ebaes: noksett et; 

yard kil qidaredmam bade Ota? e*ybho ‘ard. 02 . oem, 

Ltanued ear Fn inabisorGaqetV, , yetbrtt ote a 
noldlbsaqgo-dxevo etd? orbebami copious tena 9 ( b 


ens of dnanbasne ne ombynia (bir eeaasive uct aatsante 


— 


‘fiw aniieas. ,.dbtes snd potngde To nakdeuue: ery” son 
ait Yo [ote] nolderdaah oft ot o1et gt ,yotvame 
Mes. erode teaat eit’ *dt-ouhitinen ie 

raavbegtnl wen) be oodsgtzoese pend KOR égnat. Al, | 


a’ 


A anuls cobudeed she oT a ear: iditcanas to sn rs hs 
emge Sit nt nottesun riolsqtsoetao aay. pediows., rn cE 

nl ~nottertelges beliosd bed 3 | tard parmam ond: EY 
-sd}-e8 bdoshT Ae o@ iiagage ant” tett notion @ at's i" 
basevinues tremaoams Luteergaye a, \ pekdesecae’: neha 
to mac? yin Jantaoe {onted} es Keboet a0. ag?’ ‘Tomes 
ihe Yo no busi baoenbo: jad? Bbulect don esvb tectt neigh 
‘eantuder a2 ah «li. cy Me). seepivoner Tekaton bre ee Hf 
nwo magnon 3 ead saa teeunos titerwed oar un aes 7 


ioe 


“ae te i 
eee ‘ 
ee ay 


- a] 
* 


; a : : 
+ 
A i rf ; 7" y [ea . ' 
a : f e: 7 rw ww 
i 7 : : a > 7a 
te fh iD ‘ Waar ae ? - o ng 
7 an = : = - a ' ty , a Ms = 
‘ oF wo _— ; - 
) i oo ir > a 5 ue au 
’ - ad 
; : ; : : a ; ( n Phd i Oia el 
‘ x 
D ’ my fi ' : 7 
a a 7 ~ VE ra a 


es 


cil oppose conscription, the E.T. & L.C. resolved that, in 
its opinion, “the Dominion Trades Congress is the only com- 


petent body to deal with this question."°4 


The T.L.C., at 
its September convention, chose not to advocate overt oppos- 
ition to conscription as it was, by then, the law of the 
fande?? 
The attitude of the E.T. & L.C. regarding conscrip- 
tion confirms the relatively conservative nature of this 
body, and especially its leadership. This attitude of cau- 
tion and conservatism persisted into the 1918-1919 period, 
ac at that time Edmonton proved to be one of the less mil- 
itant centres during a phase of labor history which involved 
intense labor-management confrontationse Most important 
trades councils in B.C. and Alberta opposed conscription, 
the Vancouver Council going as far as advocating “the con- 
scription of wealth before the conscription of manpower," 
with Lethbridge being more explicit about how wealth might 
be “conscripted” (going as far as recommending the national- 
ization of a host of Canadian industries). The Calgary coun- 
cil considered at length means of preventing the enforce- 
eenE of conscription. Not surprisingly, the Winnipeg 
council voiced strong opposition and went as far as calling 


a general strike vote over the issue, a vote which favored 


general strike action by a massive majority providing "sim- 


32thid., July 16, 1917. 
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ilar action was adopted in all other cities."°" 


The cautious attitude regarding overt opposition 
tenConscriptionsref lected ybyithe.£ iT. '& a. Gy was’transmitted 
to the annual convention of the T.L.C. by A. Farmilo. Be- 
sides being Secretary of the Edmonton Council, Farmilo was 
Secretary of the local branch of the Journeymen Stonecut- 
ters’ Association.”” As a skilled artisan, Farmilo enjoyed 
a pride in his craft and an intense loyality to his inter- 
national craft association. This allegiance to his inter- 
national union would place him in a conservative position as 
Far as the questions of conscription, industrial unionisn, 
Canadian union autonomy, and general strike action are con- 
cerned. Yet, Farmilo came from an English trade union back- 
ground, °° and he received a fairly extensive education in 
the theory of the labor movement while in England. Some of 
his early studies involved a rather traditional Marxist 
interpretation of the working class, its origins, and its 
current relationship to capital. Hence he, in common with 
some of his associates among the leadership of the E.T. & 
Lic. feeannot be labelled ai "conservative”™ in the ‘strict 
sense. As he remained staunchly loyal to his international 


craft union, the term "loyalist" might be accurately applied 


Oe earth Annual Report on Labour Organization 


in Canada, 1917, pp. 31-32. 


3 OF dmonton Journal, September 24, 1955. 
Some of his earlier research notes, as far as working class 
history is concerned, may be found among the Farmilc Papers 
at the Provincial Archives, Edmonton. 


oS asia 


Die me 


ay ai i a 


mt : SUE? oy ee 2) a Wii, Pe er a: 
i AMR. i aoe i 7 ius 


ie 
<a 


mi 
pire penn ek 

pei taonhe) tana ecotnei oer 4% Daca a by iis if 
‘nad? twewaird eye lew Le es ed ohep ah fiat | 

ad, «alter? at vit’ tet wad ¥6 vil ESrdatere) 

wy, of teed 4 dbo pa Radiat mtd Yo: aver el 

hinkwiat? Aa Rh eek See ym, Hotes d densbid walt 1a. ee 

nuvh fateh Seana Hea Pies uv ri BP een at 

phtendl weednlte ha iri wien wid vb 

vith of wane nis oa i "ovat sa naman hates 

vo a iis ; tio joie canes ris en 

imbricd Gaborone | ae eerie ee bto Lehane: att 

ri a eas ee a ea tetra ¢ 


D> 5 : 
a PD - ool 


UT 


“on bs € = J ; 3 . 2 f ‘ To. ‘] i? Ay nae - | a] Ce ara): 


riplig Hehehe dye visto Tie af eReader hdl ena ce, 


ao wine, iin ebcebanh sanity toil th pas 
iw Dantes tees Sevrset Hh taudounl: enitume. | 

we bee Geniigive as: «ssa lo Qos perms Yo exttedam % 

; Aa ky? Oooo Ue edit " 6 tetas ad vier tent cg: 
TL oa ke qt canals L arty siprcianey? bias hahaa! EM e 
ceaide- org in Mian dine ott =r" j bal lgtiah + oe hone ay 
‘Dir Gktaraghd et ob ays! schroniatle: heaitemawt Waal: ~ | i . 4 4 
ee ghatetiuan od: vyioam dian nerea \wthh atentaly: —i 


a0 


to this rather paradoxical individual. His subsequent role 
in the western Canadian labor scene can be best explained in 
terms of his craft loyalty which, to him, was concomitant to 
a loyalty to international craft unionism. 

Ak the september ,wi 17 ficonventionsofrthetiek JC we 
Farmilo attempted to amend the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil on conscription so that it would reflect the rather 
middle-of-the-road position assumed by the E.T. & L.C. 
Still, Farmilo's amendment was stronger in criticism of the 
government's conscription act than the stance finally assum- 
ed by the T.L.C. since the Edmontonian would have denied 
support to the principle of conscripting men for war pur- 
poses until the principle of the conscription of wealth had 
first been accepted by the Borden regime." 

The conscription controversy was but one indicator 
that relations between organized labor and the Borden gov-~ 
ernment were not the best. Yet, for political purposes, 
Borden had attempted to appease labor by appointing, in 1917, 
Gideon Robertson of the Order of Railroad Telegraphers to 


38 


the Senate and shortly thereafter to the post of Minister 


39 


of Labor. Robertson, being a staunch supporter of con- 


scription, was hardly representative of those trade unionists 


Sev anin Annual Report on Labour Organization 


in Ganada,y 1917, Oo. SU. 


semartin Robin, Radical Politics and Canadian 
Labour: 1880-1930 (Kingston: Industrial Relations Centre, 
Queen's University, 1968), pox 1297158. 
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who had, at the T<L.C. convention in-1917, almost unanimous- 
ly opposed conscription in principle. (J! He did, however, 
have the backing of Samuel Gompers who was able to say, at a 
joint meeting of both Houses of Parliament, that the War 


represented "...the most wonderful crusade ever entered upon 


41 


in the whole history of the world." This Unionist-Gompers- 


Robertson honeymoon was not that greatly appreciated by the 
Pale ec oe, the minutes "of which stated for Witinestey 1916; 


A resolution was introduced protesting against the 
statements of the Premier Borden [sic] re strikers 
being Idlers, and that the recent dominion Law [sic] 
should apply to them. 


It was regulary [sic] moved and seconded that the 
resolution be forwarded to Ottawa. carried. 42 


The "recent law" referred to was an "“anti-loafing" law en- 


acted by order~-in-council in April, 1918, by the Unionists 


and which was considered as a means of ending Winnipeg 


strike Sieiia ee 


Relations “of “the "bet. 2°. 26. With the Provincial 
Government and City of Edmonton were more harmonious. 


Locally, the Council had participated actively in civic 


Seventh Annual Report on Labour Organization 


in Canada, =tot? op. (30h 
Thieexoression of opposition was not binding on the T.L.C€. 


executive. It was only an indicator of the “feelings” of 
the convention toward the scheme, and in no way committed 


organized labor to overt opposition. 


41pohin, op. cite, pe 139, citing Industrial 
Banner, June 28, 1918. 


426 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Jue ete, S918. 


a Eummneu Bulletiny May 31, 1918. 
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politics during World War I and had Padilly good liaison with 
City Hall. Consistently, the Trades Council fielded labor 
candidates for aldermanic and school board offices. While 
most candidates were defeated, J. A. Kinney (a member of the 
same local of the carpenters’ union as the socialist, J. R. 
Knight) was re-elected throughout the War during each of the 
annual aldermanic contests. The stormy year of 1919 saw 
organized labor achieve some of its greatest successes in 
municipal politics. On October 15 -- after the Edmonton 
sympathetic strike -- a joint meeting of the Dominion Labor 
Pemnky and the E.T. & L.C. transpired at which J. A. Clarke 
was endorsed as mayoralty candidate, and three trade union- 
ists as aldermanic candidates. An additional trade unionist 
was endorsed as South Side aldermanic candidate, and another 


44 


was supported for the school board contest. The E.T. & 


L.C. Minutes reveal that during the December election three 
labor representatives won election as aldermen (Kinney, East, 


and Sheppard) as well as Joe Clarke winning re-election as 


mayor.” 


Joseph Clarke, Edmonton lawyer and alderman from 


44° amontan Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
October 20,.1919. 
The Edmonton-Strathcona Amalgamation Act of 1912 provided 
that the three South Siders in any aldermanic contest 
receiving the highest number of votes on the South Side 
would be declared elected. This was intended to ensure 
South Side representation at City Hall. See J. MacGregor, 


Edmonton -- A History, p. 189. 
4Sibid., January 5, 1920. 


Sheppard was not listed as an E.T. & L.C. candidate in the 
Minutes prior to the election. 
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1912 until 1915, maintained good rapport with the Path d 
L.C. Described as being "a Liberal with radical views, "7° 
he was Mayor in 1919 and 1920. In 1919, he made consider- 
abtesulrorteste ellicitGrapport withsathel Gel fasminetie and the 
Council communicated to him and the City Council its feelings 
regarding the implementation of a Fair Wage Clause for civic 
construction and service activities, property taxation and 
assessments for the improvement of property, increases in 
street car fares, use of non-union labor in civic projects, 


fi The E.T. & LeC. was also extended representation on 


etc. 
various civic boards (e.9-, Exhibition Board, Hospital. Board, 
and Library Board).7° That Clarke was thoroughly acceptable 
to organized labor was indicated by the fact that he received 
the mayoralty endorsation of the Trades Council for the Dec- 
ember, 1919, election after the massive labor unrest of that 
year had abated. While maligned by the daily press and many 
aldermen, Clarke had resisted pressures from various sectors 
of the community to use drastic measures to terminate the 
Edmonton strike action.” 

The relationship between Edmonton organized labor 
and the Provincial Government was relatively cordial. Since 

46 John Blue, Alberta Past and Present, Vol. 11, 
Historical and Bioogra hical (Chicago: Pioneer Historical 
Birnie pe peace macoasimaen (5-156. 


4’c ompiled from the Edmonton Trades and Labor 
Council, Minutes, 1919. 


485 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
December 15, 1919. 


4° F dmonton Morning Bulletin, May 26, 1919, pe 1. 
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Edmonton was the capital of the Province; the EsTs & Lec. 
had fairly direct access to the corridors of power in Al- 
bertas In addition, the Alberta Federation of Labor, estab- 
lished to lobby for provincial legislation favorable to 
labor, was strongly influenced by the opinions expressed 
within the Edmonton Council. The Annual Reports of Labour 
Organization in Canada for the years 1914-1920 contain num- 
erous examples of men promiment in both Edmonton labor and 
the Alberta Federation of Labor. In addition, as indicated 
by the Minutes of the E.T. & L.C., the Edmonton labor body 
Blected annually a Vice-President for the A.F.L. 

Prior to, and during, the W.W. I period, consider- 
able labor legislation was passed favorable to organized 
labor in Albertae While this legislation did not always 
meet the expectations of the labor movement, the Liberal 
government usually elicited the views of trade union organ- 
izations before laws affecting labor were enacted. Hon. C. 
We Cross was instrumental in securing the passage of the 
Compensation Act of Alberta in 1908. Cross, Attorney- 
General from 1905 until 1910 and from 1912 until 1918, 2° was 
quite sympathetic towards workingmen when it came to safety 
regulations, hours of work, etc. When the compensation 
legislation was being drafted, he allowed several changes in 


the proposed statute as a result of pressures from trades 
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councils in the Province.” He also evinced his concern for 
workers through his support for an eight-hour law in coal 
mines, and a rigid enforcement of the Sabbath Observance Act 
(this Act earning Cross and the Rutherford Government the 
enmity of the Game Re) kas Cross, like organized labor, was 


cool to the idea of prohibition.» 


Later, as a Laurier 
loyalist during the conscription crisis and the subsequent 
formation of the Unionist government, he adopted stances 
with which many trade unionists could identify.” 
Charles Stewart, when he became Premier in 1917, 
was cognizant of the political power of the farmer in Al- 
berta politics and consequently geared his policies to ac- 
cord to the wishes of the agrarian sector of the populat-~ 


28 The U.FeAe had not actively opposed most Liberal 


ion. 
candidates during the 1917 Alberta election, but early in 
P19 had enced far independent political action in Alberta.° 
William Irvine of Calgary became editor of the Alberta Non- 
Partisan in 1917 and the Western Independent in 1919. These 


papers reflected the attitudes of the organized farmer, and 


at the same time advocated the idea of labor-farmer co-op- 


JG, Thomad, The Uiteral Party inehiberte 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1959), pp. 56-57. 
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eration in Alberta politics.”* Therefore, in spite of the 
essentially suspicious attitudes of many farmers towards 
trade unionism, important opinion-molders within the Non- 
Partisan League and the United Farmers of Alberta were pro- 
pagating the idea of labor~farmer co-operation. During a 
period of political uncertainty, when the U.F.A. was on the 
political ascendant and the Alberta Liberal regime on the 
verge of dissolution and defeat, it would be expected that 
the Provincial Government would be temporizing when caon- 


Fronted by the labor unrest of the 1918-1919 period. 


Labor Unrest During World War I 

During the 1916-1917 periad, a shift in labors 
attitude towards working and living conditions could be 
detected. One indicator of this was the number of workers 
involved in strikes throughout Canada. While the number of 
striking unionists had decreased during the 1914-1915 period, 
in 1916 there were 26,538 workingmen involved in strikes, 
this being roughly equal to the average for the 1900-1913 
period. In 1917, the pre-War high of 42,860 persons invol- 
ved in strikes (1912) was surpassed, the total for this year 
being 50,255. In 1916, striking coal miners at Drumheller 
added significantly to Alberta's share of the statistics.°° 

In Edmonton, labor unrest and strike action centred 

are G. Stolee, “The Parliamentary Career of 


William Irvine, 1922-1935" (unpublished Master of Arts 
thesis, University of Alberta, 1969), p. 7. 


58) inton, op. cit., pp. 168-169. 
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mainly around the attempts of the streetrailwaymen to oain 
recognition for their union, Local 569 of the Amalgamated 
Association of the Street and Electric Railway Employees of 
America. The Edmonton Street Railway was commenced in 1908 
andrbywi9il the Ev?t. & Li C.ewassattempting otonorganize 
street railway enpbopaseues Organizational attempts proved 
difficult, and once a union local was organized, getting 
civic recognition was more difficult yet. The Minutes of 
therbel sy céokoGoi forgthe! 1915-191 ¢%eperiodvincludesnumerous 
references to the streetrailwaymen confronting the civic 
administration. A serious dispute occurred in September, 
1917, when the streetrailwaymen struck for higher wages and 
were temporarily replaced by returning soldiers. The strik- 
ers subsequently criticized the Trades Council for its ap- 
parent lack of support during this acrimonious eonfittotec: 
During 1918, Edmonton workers were confronted by 
the possibility of a general strike on all transcontinental 
railway networks, this possibility arising due to the spec- 
tacular growth of the Canadian Brotherhood of Railway Employ~ 
ees. The €.BR.E. hadeattained aemembership of 7,000. dur- 


ineet HGreantGntreasesofhae2s5 since 1915.00 oay "the end of 


FF dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Mareh=11,.-1941. 


60; bad, September 17, 1917. 
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Report on Labour Organization in Canada, 1916 (Ottawa: 
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1917, the membership total reached A 7 edwen 


The 1916 organizational campaign of the C.B.R.E. 
focussed upon employees of railway express companies, and in 
Edmonton this involved workers for the Canadian Northern 
Express Company and the Canadian Express Company (which 
handled the express business of the Grand Trunk Pacific 


pagiiay) <C> The branch established in Edmonton for the or- 


4 


ganization of express workers was Local ae and during the 


course of organizing this local several workers were fired 
(one of these being Albert Scholey of the Canadian Express 
Boppany)ee beGribetubes ‘dee AOi7eoead 34 cifathedtsBt Rake 


GContactedmehecEsis chh. 64, pinguirinolaboutivyoininol ther toun- 


aL 8 On February 4, 1918, delegates from the railway 


67 


union local were admitted to the labor body. At this 


meeting, Elroy Robson of Halifax was given a place of honor, 


Robson being a national organizer for the Maye eis 


O62 anada, Department of Labour, Seventh Annual 
Report on Labour Organization in Canada, 1917 (Ottawa: 
1918) 


Government Printing Bureau, A Aish 


i E. Greening and mM. M. Maclean, It Was Never 
Eas 1908-1958: A History of the Canadian Brotherhood 


of Railway, Transport and General Workers (Ottawa: Mutual 
Press Ltde, FCG61)e pp. 41-43. 


O46 i xth Annual Report on Labour Organization in 
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Greening and Maclean, op. cit., pe 45. 
Se rraayateie Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Getobder 15, 7n907. 
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While the Canadian Northern Express Company had 
reached a settlement with the C.B.R.E. in 1917, it was not 
until the spring of 1918 that a settlement was reached bet- 
ween the union and the Canadian Express Company. °” During 
191%, "the €;B.RvE. made’ a’ concerted drive to organize var- 
ious classes of non-operating employees on the Canadian 
Northern R.R. such as clerks, baggage and freight handlers, 
dining and café car employees, etc. As of March, 1918 the 
situation on the C.N.R. was considered so serious that the 
unionists resolved on strike action if necessary. J Later, 
a Board of Conciliation was established by the federal gov- 
ernment and by the end of July, N. Dixon, General Chairman 
of the C.B.R.E. negotiating committee, reached a tentative 
agreement on most matters in dispute with respect to the 


a The settlement 


Western Lines‘ operations Oi then CiiNiea 
reached by Dixon was unpopular with the C.B.R.E. rank and 
file concerned, and consequently Dixon was replaced by 


12 Under 


Robert Dykes of Saskatoon as General Chairman. 
Dykes, the initial settlement was appealed, and by December, 
1918, the changes in the initial settlement demanded by the 


Union were aranted.u Shortly thereafter, the C.N.R. neg- 
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otiated a satisfactory agreement with the Brotherhood's 
General Committee for the whole railway system. In 1919, 
the C.B.R.E. concluded an agreement with the Grand Trunk 
Pacific so that the union represented all formerly unorgan- 
ized employees on all railway lines in Western Canada excep- 
tiridethe Canadian Paci fics 4 Since pcby 921pethe Canadian 
National Railway system was consolidated, the C.B.R.E. em- 
erged as the largest single labor organization within this 
system, its membership surpassing 13,000.” 
The E.T. & L.C., at its meeting of September 16, 
1918, supported the efforts of the C.B.R.E. to reach a set- 
tlement with the C.N.R. management, and that union's willing- 
ness to go on strike if necessary to gain a satisfactory 
agreement. The Dixon settlement had been repudiated by the 
majority of C.B.R.E. members by August, 1918, and the Edmon- 
ton Trades Council supported the decision of the Edmonton 
C.B.R.E. members to repudiate the Dixon agreement. ° Later, 
on February 7, 1919, the Council supported the C.B.R.E. in 
its efforts to combat the Brotherhood of Dominion Express 
Employees, a company union established by the Dominion 
Express Company to thwart C.B.R.E. organization of express 


workers on the c.p.r. 
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76. amonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
September 16, 19138. 
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The activities of the C.B.R.E. during 1918 coincid- 
ed with the efforts of other railway unicns to secure emp- 
loyer recognition and favorable wage scales. This cyumula- 
tive activity on all Canadian railways of any importance 
nearly triggered a complete walkout from the SEE This 
railway dispute could well have triggered general strikes in 
most major western cities, strikes in which trades completely 
unconnected with the railways would have been involved. A. 
Re. Mosher, President of the C.B.R.E., issued a strike order 
for all employees of all railway and express companies 
organized by his union in order to force the recognition of 
the C.B.R.E. as bargaining agent for Dominion Express emp- 
loyees, and to force a settlement of all other outstanding 
grievances with the railway companies. Mosher, at the same 
time, invited all other railway labor organizations facing 
difficulties similar to those confronting the €C.B.R.E. to 
join the railway walk-out. However, the strike, scheduled 
for October 14, 1918 was called off because three days 
before the anticipated action the Dominion Government passed 
an Order-in-Council banning strikes and lockouts for the 
duration of the ae What is of significance as far as 
Edmonton is concerned is that the E.T. & L.C. had committed 
itself to supporting the C.B.R.E., and the railway strike 
would have produced far-ranging repercussions in the City. 


At this time, Edmonton and other centres on the 


18 creening and Maclean, Op. cite, ppe 48-49. 
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C.N.R.« and G.T.P. lines were not the only locations exper~ 
iencing unrest on the railways. During 1917, the Internat- 
ional Brotherhood of Railway & Steamship Clerks, Freight 
Handlers, Express and Station Employees (from this point 
referred to as the B.R.C.) commenced an organizing drive. 
The union, an affiliate of the American Federation of Labor, 
was able to make significant organizational gains in western 
Canada on the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1918 in spite of 
the fact that the C.B.R.E. had previously exerted strenuous 
efforts to organize the category of workers in question. © 
Calgary was the storm-center in the dispute bet- 
ween freight-handlers, organized by the B.R.C., and the 
C.P.R. There, freight-handlers struck when a foreman was 
appointed in spite of the fact that, in the view of the 
unionists, prior consideration should have been given to 
twelve men possessing more seniority. In addition, the men 
claimed that pay increases, based upon the McAdoo Award, 
were unjustifiably delayed for three months. From Fort 
William to Vancouver on the C.P.R., freight-handlers affil- 
fated to the (BYRJOo stsuck in -sympattty eo (By Adtober .25, 
a tentative settlement was made between the C.P.R. and the 
union.?' 


The Calgary dispute, as well as that of the Edmonton 


PRC ey Ppe 69-70. 


BO Western FaboriNeus; October tt, 1918; 


elieatern Labor News, October 25, 1918. 
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and district B.R.C. members (Edmonton was, after all, linked 
to Calgary by a C.P.R.-owned line), was discussed at the 
Vetobery/, 191 ymaetingrofethevesTeveveicerand the®following 
resolution passed: 

«e+ [Tjhat the Trades Council endorse the Local Freight 

handlers in their demand for the recognition of the 

Union and back pay as per McAdoo award and that we 

petition the Government to establish an arbitration 

board. 82 

At the October 7 meeting, a telegram was received 

from the Winnipeg T. & L.C.-stating that it had decided to 
take a strike vote and were desirous of knowing the position 


83 While 


of the Edmonton Council regarding strike action. 
the Winnipeg T. & L.C. came very close to initiating a gen- 
Gral@strike’in«<that city;@andetha Galoary'Ty & Licechad 
ordered a general strike vote to be taken, the Edmonton 
Council apparently made no similar move regarding general 


te At its October 7th meeting, more time was 


strike action. 
devoted to discussion of an upcoming Thanksgiving Concert 


for October 14, 1918 than to discussion of sympathetic 


Oo 2° amonten Trades ‘and Labor*Council, Minutes, 
Getober 7, 1918. 

eet bad: 

84 


Western Labor News, October 117 and 25, 7916, 
Martin®Robin in®Radical®Politics and Canadian Labor, ‘pw°168, 
stated with regard to the Calgary freight-handlers dispute 
that the "...Edmonton central council supported the Calgary 
Council and ordered a general strike vote." He cited as a 
reference, Masters, op. cits, pps 16-17 who secured his 
information from the Western Labor News, Oct. 11, 1918. 
There is no evidence submitted in Masters, op. cit., the 
Western Labor News, or the Minutes, E.T. & L.C. to suggest 
that a general strike vote was called. Robin obviously 
misread Masters. 
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action vis-a-vis the striking freight handlers; perhaps the 
membership had become slightly jaded by general strike ag- 
itation.°° They had already been bombarded by telegrams 
From various labor council regarding striking mail carriers 
and mail clerks in Western Canada, these telegrams informing 
the E.T. & L.C. that general strike votes were being taken 
in different cities.°° The executive had recommended endor- 
sation "of the attitude of the striking mail carriers and 
mail clerks", but did not at this time mention a possible 
general strike in Edmonton. ! 
Edmonton organized labor experienced many of those 
problems confronted by trade unionists in other Canadian 
cities: inflation; wartime governmental restrictions on 
union and political activity; depletion of union ranks due 
to voluntary enlistment and, later, conscription and rel- 
ationships among trade unionists and returning soldiers. 
However, the small size of the organized labor force in 
Edmonton and its domination by men loyal to international 
craft unions tended to make Edmonton trade unionsim essen- 
tially more conservative than trade unionism in other west- 
ern Canadian cities. Hence, the response of Edmonton labor 
to many of those economic dislocations engendering increased 


labor radicalism in other parts of the West tended to be 


BSF dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
October 7, 1918. 
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less militant, although the forces of protest were not al- 
together absent from the ranks of Edmonton organized labor. 
As those forces proposing general strike activity in other 
parts of Canada attracted increasing attention to their 
demands, Edmonton labor, because of its craft compesition 
and leadership, tended only reluctantly to support and dras- 
tic actions of political or economic nature. Yet, as Edmon- 
ton was not an isolated centre within the Western Canadian 
context, it could not escape those influences impinging upon 


it from other parts of Alberta and the West. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF GENERAL STRIKE SENTIMENT IN 
EDMONTON AND DISTRICT 


Radical Politics and Edmonton Labor 


Radical approaches to union organization were im- 
ported into the Canadian West prior to and during World War 
I. The vehicles for these ideas were trade unionist (the 
Western Federation of Miners, the I.W.W., etc.) and polit- 
ical (the Socialist Party of Canada, the Social Democratic 
Party, etc.). The ideas disseminated were not necessarily 
syndicalist, but they all attacked the current craft forms 
of union organization and stressed the need for working- 
class organization -- political, industrial trade unionism, 
or both -- in order to attain victory for the working class 
in Canadae OQne such vehicle was the Socialist Party of 
Canada. 

The Socialist Party of Canada was formed in 1904 
during the convention of the Socialist Party of British 
Columbia for that eee! In Alberta, the December, 1907 
convention of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada 
endorsed the platform of the Socialist Party of Canada and 
at this point the Socialist Party of Alberta came into be- 


ing.” The Party was active in Edmonton during the second 


lihartin Robin, Radical Politics and Canadian 


Labour: 1880-1930 (Kingston: Industrial Relations Centre, 
Queen's University, 1968), p. 43. 
Z 


Ibid.,; ps. 89. 
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decade of the twentieth century.” 

A member of the Socialist Party of Canada in Edmon- 
ton, J. R. Knight, was prominent in the E.T. & L.C. during 
World War I. It was he who had introduced the motion at the 
August 3, 1914, meeting of the Council expressing that body's 
sympathy towards the working class, irrespective of nation- 
ality, which would have to bear the greatest privations as a 
result of the war breaking-out in Europe. Knight, Presi- 
dent of the Carpenters and Joiners union local in 1916 and 
1917, was assisted actively in his political activities by 
his wife. 

The Federal Labor Union, Local #49, experienced 
considerable difficulties in attaining affiliation with the 
Bt ienciheCyun(duewto therpassibilityeofeanjurisdictional,con- 
flict with another laborer's union local). When this labor 
union local was finally admitted on August 19, 1918, one of 
its accredited delegates was "Mrs. S. I. Johnson Knight."> 


Appearing with "Mrs. Johnson Knight" was Carl Berg and John 


Scompiled from the Edmonton Trades and Labor 
Council Minites, from Jantary 5, (910 to Merch 21911. 


“Edmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
August 3,,1914. 


Stbid., August 19, 1918. 
This was probably Mrs. Knight, the wife of Joseph Knight. 
Mrse Knight was referred to in various ways, but often she 
was labelled "Mrs. S. J. Knight." As some socialist women 
of the era used hyphenated names to indicate male-female 
equality, Mrs. Knight was often referred to as Mirs.« Johnson- 
Knight. 
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Maguire.° Carl Berg was later to emerge as the avr stety of 
the One Big Union in Edmonton. - John Maguire, while prob- 
ably a’ member of the S.Py¥C. ‘in August, 1918, definitely was 
in 1919. On February 7, 1919, the broadsheet The Soviet 
appeared in Edmonton, published by the Edmonton S.P.C. Its 
March 8, 1919, edition revealed that its Business Manager 
was John Maguire, © whose post office box (Box 785) was the 


fi Three major figures in the 1919 


same as J. R. Knight's. 
period of labor unrest in Edmonton hence emerged at the Aug- 
ust) 19 meeting of the E.T. & L.C., and all as delegates for 
the Federal Labor Union #49, 

As events in Edmonton were reaching the climax 
manifested in 1919, the Knights were not resting idly as the 
situation unfolded. Perhaps the pace engaged in by Mrs. 
Knight was hard on her health, for late in September, 1918 
she was proceeding to Rochester, Minn., for hospital treat- 
ment. On her journey, she was arrested in Winnipeg after 
addressing Winnipeg socialists "...for using, not treason- 


cael 


able or seditious, but ‘objectionable language. firs 


Knight, however, was in fine fettle, for at the December 16, 


Ibid. 


“The Searchlight, June 23, 1920. 


Ohaus ance kai atecrers 2 719119) 


dee Department of Labour, Seventh Annual 


Report on Labour Organization in Canada, 1917 (Ottawa: 
Government Printing Bureau, 1918), p. 168. 


1 ies¥ern Labor News, October 4, 1918. 
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1918 meeting of the Edmonton Trades Council he, and Carl 
Berg, were elected the Council's delegates to the annual 
convention of the Alberta Federation of Labor at Medicine 
Hat, this convention being slated for January 6, 1919,/1 
The January, 1919 convention of the Alberta Feder- 
ation of Labor at Medicine Hat was a militant gathering. 
Commencing on January 6, and ending on January 11, there 
were 105 delegates present. \¢ Resolution 18 stressed the 
importance of amalgamating craft unions into “...one organ- 
ization .«.«swhich will operate industrially and politically 
towards freedom [and] industrial Hebert eisai Resol- 
ution 20 indicated that the convention delegates were 
".«eeUnanimously in accord with the aspirations and methods 
adopted by the Russian people to gain control of their own 


ae Resolution 23 demanded the release of political 


destiny." 
prisoners in Canada while Resolution 27 advocated that the 
western nations adopt a "hands-off" policy in relationship 
to Russia and Germanye The latter resolution affirmed that 
the Alberta Federation placed itself "...on record as being 
in full accord with the aims and purposes of the Russian and 


males 


German revolutionSece. Resolution 28 endorsed the prin- 


Me amonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
December 16, 1918. 
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ciples of "Industrial Unionism" and instructed the Alberta 
Federation executive to put into operation a system of ed- 
ucational propaganda that would "facilitate the early adop-— 
tion of this principle by all Trade Unionists within its 


jurisdiction." \© 


It was further decided that the above res- 
Olutions, all adopted by the convention, would be re-intro- 
duced at the Western Labor Conference for its endorsation 
and support." It was no coincidence that many of these 
resolutions were similar to those passed at the annual con- 
vention of the B.C. Federation of Labor on March 10-12, 1919, 
at Baiwary tf Joe Knight had been in brisk correspondence 
with his Socialist comrades at Winnipeg and Vancouver for 
the period heading up to the Western Labor Conference: |” 

In spite of the rhetoric prevailing at the Alberta 
Federation convention, and in spite of the fact that radical 
resolutions were passed (doubtlessly due, in part, to a 
crowded agenda), key executive offices of the A.F. of L. 
were won by "moderates" or "loyalists" vis-a-vis the "inter- 
national" craft unions. Frank Wheatly, the nominee of 


District 18 of the U.M.W.A. for president, was elected by 


large majority over Joe Knight and De Knott of the Edmonton 


167 bid. 

thids 

18) | C. Masters, The Winnipeq General Strike 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1950), pe. 32. 

19 


Edmonton Bulletin, January 10, 1919. 
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Typographical union. 2° Wheatly was considered a compromise 
candidate between the "left", as represented by Knight, and 
the "right", as represented by Knotte2! Walter Smitten was 
re-elected secretary over Joe Knight by a vote of 62 to ones 
The formation of a labor party which would be "outside the 
federation" was decided upon by the delegates in the face of 
arguments by the socialists that their party "was the true 


23 One of the 


labor party and should not be suspended." 
chief arguments favoring the formation of a new labor party 
was ".eethat such a party would soon effect a political 
union with the farmers, a union which could never be accom- 
plished by the Socialist party."2° 

The new labor party, soon to emerge as the Alberta 
section of the Dominion Labor Party elected, on January 10, 
Sergt. Jowett of the Lethbridge G.W.V.A. as provisional 
chairman. The provisional executive included D. McNabb 
(Lethbridge) and D. Ke Knott (Edmonton) as vice-presidents 
and £. —E. Roper (Edmonton) as secretary. The aims of the 
new party were broadly defined as "being to secure for the 


producer the full product of his labor of hand and brain."2> 


256 dmonton DUblet ea eianuary bly toto. 
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The Edmonton local of the S.P.C. was soon engaged in polem- 
ics against these "tepid reformists." Joe Knight, inthe 
S.P.C. broadsheet "The Soviet", described the laborites as 
comprising a “Galaxy of Stars." 
The Alberta section of the Dominion Labor Party 

is to be congratulated upon the calibre of the men 

who dignify its membership roll....Their change of 

allegiance must be a tremendous loss to the old 


Hart LeSr, ere 


e@eetetcereseeeeteetvesoeeaneveeesseeeseeesenevoeSseeheaeaoaosseceesteee 


Alex@? Ross)! Lvberalo mM. iV AL y4 Al frediParmiie, 
Joseph Adair, Ald. James A. Kinney, Mayor Joseph 
A. Clarke are names to conjur with, and too, it 
is confidently expected by the faithful, that 
ex-Attorney-General Cross will eventually add his 
name to the list. ‘26 
hoe tne, January 70. bolo, mee tLnNOmOT 1 Cit@: Eel a (ce lee oy 
Joe Knight, in conjunction with delegate Berg, "gave a len- 
gthy report of the preceedings" of the A.F. of L. convention. 
It was moved that the report be received and the delegates 
thanked.-! From the Council minutes we can conclude that 
the report of the convention was merely acknowledged as 
being given; the E.T. & L.C. neither condemned nor approved 
the resolutions passed at Medicine Hat. But, in the words 
Otek ons 
The report handed in by the delegates of the Trades 


and Labor Council...contained all these motions 


orn Soviet, wwarchn 6, 1919. 
Alex Ross by this time considered himself as Labor M.P.P. 
for Calgary. See Edmonton Free Press, April 12, 1919, 
pp. 1-2. Knight was obviously attempting to give the 
Dominion Labor Party a liberal aura. 


276 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
January 20,69 9405 
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[passed at Medicine Hat] and was adopted by that 

body without comment. 28 
Knight, construed the Section of the E.T. & L.C. delegates as 
being a passive concurrence with the A.F. of L. resulutions. 
Less than a month later, the Council elected a delegate to 
the Western Labor Conference.” Vvying or ne sooSl tion of 
official delegate was the redoubtable Mrs. Knight and Coun- 
cil secretary, A.-Farmilo. ‘It was-Farmilo who won the con- 
test and he certainly had no intention of pressing for some 
of the radical measures adopted at Medicine Hat when he 


reached the Calgary meeting. 


The Western Labor Conference 

The Western Labor Conference arose out of a meeting 
of a caucus of western delegates to the annual convention of 
the Trades and Labor Congress in September, 1918 at Quebec. 
The westerners, dissatisfied with many of the policies ad- 
hered to by the executive of the T.L.C., formed a committee 
to organize the western conference, the president of this 
committee being Dave Rees of the bane Rees, in an 
interview with the Calgary Daily Herald on March 12, stres- 


sed that the conference was established without any inten-~ 


tion “s..Ot destablishing, or af encouraging anyedual or 


28rhe Soviet, March 8, 1919. 
My emphasis [W.A,. 


2 °F dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
RPebrdaryyt7 01919". 


30; algary Daily Herald, March 13, 1919. 
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secessionist louemen tae 


He reiterated this point on March 
13, 1919, when the conference opened at Paget Hall in Cal- 
gary, stating that when the Western Caucus "..esuggested the 
meeting there was no intention of establishing any dual or 
secessionist movement, and he wanted...edelegates to thor- 
oughly understand that. There was no question on that 


point." 


Rees, succeeded as conference chairman by R. J. 
Tallon of the Calgary Trades and Labor Council when he was 
obligated to depart for a U.M.W.A. policy meeting in Indian- 
Begiis, ~~ was not alone in viewing the conference in this 
light. A. Farmilo, Edmonton delegate, was of exactly the 
same opinions 4 

At the Calgary conference, Carl Berg, Elmer Roper, 
Joe Knight and others were present from Edmonton in addition 
Covthesof Piciale&. leaé alt. delegate.” Berg and Knight 
naturally supported the decision of the Western Conference 


to repudiate “international” unionism and to establish the 


One Big Union type of industrial union, modelled upon the 


SiGel anveDadly HeraldylWiancheiizs 1919. 


$20 aloary DailysHerald, March) 13;e1919. 
*Sibid. 


34° dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
March 17, 1919. 


ore was claimed that Elmer Roper attended only 
the last day of the conference. See O.B.U. Bulletin, 
November 15:°79795)> 0. 5.. im the article’ iwo Pictures”, 
an annonymous correspondent maintained that "...if memory 
plays not sad tricks with us, he came with credentials 
post haste from Edmonton on the morning that the Con- 
vention adjourned.” 
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Australian union of that name.° While Masters stressed the 
lack of "moderates" from Winnipeg and other centres at Cal- 
Bote oe the presence of Farmilo and Roper, two men who 
really counted in organized labor in Edmonton, illustrates 
that the Edmonton delegation indeed included prominent "mod- 
erates". Furthermore, on the organizational committee for 
the Conference was F. Wheatly of Bankhead, nemesis of Joe 
Knight at Medicine Hat when the latter was defeated in his 
bids fory thes A.F..of Le presidency« 

While newspaper reports stressed that "...every 
delegate present voted solidly for breaking away from inter-~ 
national affiliations.<«!>° and the convention adopted with- 
out discussion the viewpoint "...that the system of indust- 
rial control by selection of representatives from industries 
is more efficient and of greater political value than the 
present form of government, "~7 it is. obvious, nevertheless, 
that many delegates were far from enthusiastic about the 
steps taken to repudiate "international" craft unionism and 
to establish the One Big Union. Hence, a delegate engend- 
ered considerable tumult aes session when he stated that 
"..ehe had overheard certain remarks that some of the del- 
egates had purposely refrained from voting, and were going 


oe ameneonouiletinn Merch 157.1015. 
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back to their unions with the avowed intention of telling 
their respective members that the whole thing was a pipe 


Uréemen 


Another delegate pointed-out that "...some of the 
delegates would report on the conference according to the 
color of their gladses.r 4! The names of persons voting for 
certain resolutions pertaining to the formation of the 0.8.U. 
were difficult to ascertain since no roll-call votes were 
taken. “2 However, it was indisputable that A. Farmilo, 
official E.T. & L.C. delegate to the Conference, went back 
to Edmonton with a jaundiced eye, determined to nip the 
O.B.U. scheme "in the bud" as far as Edmonton was concerned. 
The Marchet7;>1919, cEwEin& bul someetingewas a 
stormy affair. The question of the Western Labor Conference 
was reserved until the end of the meeting (apparently a 
deliberate move on the part of the Council executive in 
light of the melee which ensued) when A. Farmilo gave his 
report “««epointing out that [the Conference} did not deal 
with the questions as originally agreed on at the Quebec 
conference, but dealt with the question of secession from 
the International Union and the formation of a separate 
organization, Call [sic] One Big Union." Prolonged discus- 
sion ensued with E. Owen (Plumbers Union), Re. McCreath (pres- 


fdent ofethenE. TatécksCinandiofetherclocalttypographical 


oo aad ary Daily Herald, March 14, 1919. 
Ml ihid. 
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Ibid. 
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union), J. Findlay, A. Farmilo, and A. Campbell (of the 
Civil Service Union) lining up against the radicals, J. R. 
Knight, J. Maguire, Carl Berg, and T. Russell (of the car- 
penters union). It was then moved by J. Heron (barbers 
union) and seconded by E. Owen that Farmilo's report be rec- 
eived and that the E.T. & L.C. repudiate the action of the 
Western Conference. After considerable debate -- the rad- 
icals utilizing every procedural means at their disposal to 
adjourn the meeting -- the Heron-Qwen motion carried” but 
during a period of bedlam when much confusion existed as to 
what exactly was happening. “4 

The next month was crucial as far as the loyalist- 
secessionist confrontation in the E.T. & L.C. was concerned. 
Proponents of the 0.8.U. concept and supporters of the “int- 
ernational"™ unions engaged in a power-struggle which, while 
at times reaching deadlock, was ultimately won by the "loy- 
alists" who dominated the Council's executive. Joe Knight 


had been installed during the Calgary Conference as one of 


43 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
March 17, 1919. 
The minutes, by A. Farmilo, and the Edmonton Bulletin art- 
icle ("Action of Calgary Convention Is Repudiated by Trades 
and Labor Council by Big Majority", March 18, 1919) by 
Elmer Roper give only the "loyalists'" point of view. 
There are some interesting differences between the Bulletin 
account and the Minutes, perhaps indicating that the min- 
utes were “adjusted” “by «the Evi idol. C.c.executive. Roper's 
account would be more "non-adjusted" since he had to meet 
a press deadline for the morning of March 18 and would not 
have had time to consult very much with Farmilo and 
McCreath. 
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the five members comprising the central committee designed 
to conduct a referendum on the question of the 0.B.U. among 
all western trade unions.” Carl Berg was a member of the 
Alberta committee and responsible for propagating the 0.8.U. 
idea in Edmonton. © At the April 7 Council meeting, the 
Edmonton Typographical Union (#604) preempted any move by 
the "secessionists" to introduce the 0.B.U. concept by mov- 
LocSthatvacltetteribe "sent. tofall affiliatesiGe the E.T. & 
L.C. requesting that a detailed vote be taken on the Q.B.U. 


47 Aa*Parmilotand H. Glark*then®tock the’ init= 


question. 
iative against the 0.B.U. industrial union concept by ar- 
guing in favor of a proposition from the Seattle Trades 
Council that international unions be closer affiliated along 
"Industrial Union Lines". The “Seattle Plan", acceptable to 
the American Federation of Labor, would have left in exist- 
ence craft unions but would have led to a greater co-ordin- 
ation in their activities. It was moved by Farmilo and 
seconded by Clark that: 

«sethe Executive Committee of the Edmonton Trades 

Council, take up with the Executive Committee of 


the Alberta Federation of Labor, the Proposal as 
outlined by the Seattle proposal, that they carry 


4Scalaary Daily Herald, March 14,15, 1919. 


4 OF monton Bulletin: March 15, 19719. 

47 ¢ gmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
April 7, i9A9. 
Such a detailed vote would also assist the E.T. & L.C. 
"establishment" in ferreting out locals, and individuals 
within locals, tending to support the 0O.B.U. secessionist 
movement. 
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On a propaganda of brigining [sic] into effect these 
proposals. 48 
After lengthy discussion, the resolution carried 20 - 19. 
The results of this vote show clearly the extent to which 
Opinion had polarized within the Council, and several other 
close votes the same evening further confirmed this polariz- 


ScClLoOn « 


Loyalists -- Secessionist Cleavage in Edmonton 
TaetAgriin2 i621919) omesetinosofethertbel., & Libs. saw 


the victory of the "loyalists" over the "secessionists". 
This victory had been well-planned. On Thursday, April 17, 
the executive had discussed the possibility of purging del-~ 
egates from the Council who were active in the formation of 
the 0.B8.U. This purgation was permitted by Article 11, 
Sectioneiyeofsthe Constitution! ofathesAmerican Federation af 
Labor. At the executive meeting, the Vice-President, Geo- 
rge Perkins from Machinists Lodge 559, gained the impression 
that this matter had been tabled for further discussion. 
However, the Machinists supported the 0.B.U. and it is nat- 
ural that Perkins' more conservative colleagues on the ex- 
ecutive would wish to leave him with this erroneous impres- 


svenens 


Soy wrew it 


“western Labor News, May 3, 1919. 
Of the seven-man executive, President Re McCreath, Sec- 
retary A. Farmilo, and Trustees H. Clark, J. Findlay, and 
A. Campbell weré. "loyalists" while G. Perkins and J. 
Robertson (Sergeant at Arms) were pro-O.B.U. 


emadd: dost ie otak fake) palate isd to) enn 


' ined ae ‘ota aa 
(OP . Te bain rvs. Wanita _ Dia 3 os 


Age 
fgivw of Faeres ann vlan ts wore: elu, wid Ye ed 


’ = 
a s : mi 
vaen Levaveae Ged OE idnaet us tnd bw ve cheaters 


wil = . AL a 
atyi*d peor hres tetiee).. pi icuye aime, ariz ; 
4 t ve Le 9 - 
is 
ay 
ar 
“ik ath : pints GE ae en exes ees 


8 to pil éoapo ge tat ‘ee Leight ant” 
Ba. neh ines Medio ted INF et Vaodee 
wh svabaeowl pierre el Goo bh Bee weed: Dah, retake i 
aby. aru’ % eth lJglLesew ei b coerern Be bot wuhduoey ia 
LAr he, BAG , WYeo)a eran sir! Aap ont. oT i 
Lotd¢dad vd votiimnees cee yet ag aha ebay ie 
nit brome ss meinemeawa ite Xe weit aah Lkpnieea iain oye 
ont ,Jowbeien ihn ht’ as sordid! niga py ietian ee ‘arg 7% ‘ve 
SA0 Uphitea- 022 agae aintathqe mow) ein 
ia mob watifoet 70h) batded fared, Sori neti oa aiid 3 
| ving ghee «le. iets toast 8 Oacpey a ehabniariniah, a. — 
Dial, ste abtimastfon- SEE RYT EAIGO aes ie asia sid 20 
geet) a: pean ite etry tty mht salads oF Agia bhwow aves 


— 


\ : vk 


Late! | = e 
t hah es ne i aren Se a 

8 “i “aS Pars Us 
<i petal $8 3" Liu aol tly gay 4 aot 


vie Bhs ede an oA ah ‘4 


67 


At the April 21 meeting, McCreath ordered expelled 
delegates from Local 1325, United Brotherhood of Carpenters, 
Lecal 49, Federal Labor Union, and Local 4070, United Mine 
Workers of America. © Surprisingly, delegate Thompson of 
Machinists Lodge 559 was not ordered expelled even though 
about two weeks previously the local had sent a letter to 
the E.T. & L.C. endorsing the decisions of the Calgary con- 
Reubpeshe: Thompson withdrew from the meeting after bring- 


2 


ing this fact to the attention of the President. The 


purge, obviously well-planned and very selective in its 
application, was seemingly intended to isolate those locals 
whose leaders were most articulate in their support for the 
0.B.U. secessionist movement. At the same time, any massive 
purge would have greatly crippled organized labor in Edmon- 
ton, the ranks of which were already small and which had 
been built up in a milieu not overly conducive to trade 


union organization. After the purge, "the meeting then en- 


fe) 


dorsed the action of the Executive Committee" by a vote of 


20 to 19.2% 


The strategy of isolation worked, a fact which 


50F gmonton trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Aprel yet aati. 


Stivestern Laborcutous, May 3, 1919. 


525 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Aprile 21 Too. 
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(4 western Labor News, April 25, 1919. 


¥ a Se a eee i 
fa rw 
j 
) \ 
Wis a ; 
to 


wet amen: Korspide ‘eit | ly es ide 
Te Se drihanbakhay Beer tee 
Wal” baer CVA based one eon biyid rodmed 
“Sgaha steoeing, ere me oe bi 
oui), Freee Dae ae ae MOO fon cha eae apbad4 


gest is 

BRie. ‘dane bet Teeter view abuwed ele. oe 
; » wo ory ond wxabne ‘ae J x m3 
ae ae 2 ‘ é 4EA! resi! 11... F + ; ; aie naganony. . he 


ne aw 44] . ee a ipod x6 arhg ‘a? tas} 


auleoeton, eagecnae bape tu Deg = Ea sami ‘ 
Ma - IE TAL Pua ! cAan Srege ‘ive yoo bbe 
france: ehved nb eielva sata eee ene nioivel 
at _ | 7 1a 
AO Seta) CES af ual TA ai ru Hr sutaglezaods | wi 


3 onl Beslieead sdiigepbe: hd ata overt bLuci 


+ iy OTt# btw Het AT) ei De fis rn ge sh dep Ve earigd wid 
; 
af ( SUE Shite 5-9! TaN ee wae CE, " a" cu hua il 


ee add aenrh, eakd So LABpsi 


rs 


Stor vy is ey ald edhe eukby: ad tas SG cohtoe writ: 

; | $8 oy ) 
jisice satis aphaow nokhatond Va ach wat | ot ne 
- 
a 


\ — 


mr 


> | JWR) se wath guid 


“pads. , [lanwod sede haa ovine 


68 


became obvious during the next year. The E.T. & L.C., long 
established and supported by the resources of international 
craft unionism, confronted the Edmonton 0.8.U., formed in a 
hasty manner and predicated mainly upon theoretical con- 
structs, which had insufficient time to evolve into a trade 
union structure more suited to the practical questions of 
collective bargaining and the daily economic needs of its 
membership. The Q.B.U., because of the diversity of types 
of which it was comprised, lacked the cohesion to withstand 
assaults from the government, from management, and from the 


trade union establishment. 


ies. in Edmonton and District 

Having been cast from the bosom of Mother Trades 
Council, sixteen delegates affected by the purge retired to 
another room in Labor Hall. There, a meeting ensued at 
which Carl Berg was elected chairman and J. Maguire pro tem. 
secretarye It was decided to call a mass meeting of the 
locals affected and of all union men who were in sympathy 
Witherne aime Of -O.b.U5 conestinday, April ey Promathas 
time, the 0.8.U. in Edmonton existed only provisionally 
until October 25, 1919, when organizer Dick Johns brought 


into being the Edmonton Central Labor Council of the peBRUYR” 


SSWestern Vaboreveusp hUnile 2a, solo. 


569.B.U. Bulletin, November 1, 1919, 
As is shown below, the idea of the 0.B.U. was being prop- 
agated in Edmonton at a much earlier date than the ©.B6.U. 
Bulletin commenced publication (August 12, 1919). This is 
an indication of faulty liaison between Edmonton and 


Winnipeg. 
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During the interim, the inaugural conference of the 0.8.U. 
(held in Calgary from June 11 to 16), the Edmonton sympath- 
etic strike (May 26 through June, 1919), and a vigorous 
anti-0.B.U. campaign by the "internationals" had all trans- 
pired. Also during this period, the S.P.C. broadsheet, The 
Soviet (February, 1919 to August, 1919), had been in exis- 
tence but its usefulness as a means of propagating the 0.8.U, 
idea was limited in that it concentrated more on internatio-~ 
nal political developments and Marxist theory than boosting 
the secessionist union. ! 

During the period leading up to the official organ- 
wzeaccaneact whe OVE. UAeiLoebdmonton, Local 4070 of ithe U.M.WA. 
continued to exist as a group of organized miners (on July 
27, the Charter of District 18 was revoked by the U.M.W.A.).2° 
As the miners in District 18 of the U.M.W.A. were on strike 


aye) 


PromeMay s25 UntPl tthe endvofr August; yT919, the forces sup- 


porting. the secessionist union were able to consolidate 


themselves into District No. 1, Mining Department, of the 


mepsure” At the same time, the U.M.W.A. launched a counter- 


S’the One Big Union Bulletin, published in Edmonton 
by the 0.B.U. Prov. Executive Committee of Alberta, made its 
appearance during late March, 1919. Vol. 1, No. 2 was pub- 
lished on April 4, 1919 and assuming that this was a weekly, 
Vol. 1, Now 1 would have appeared on March 28, 1919, only 
about two weeks after the Western Labor Conference. 
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The Searchlight, November 28, 1919. 
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attack, aided by a government Order-in-Council requiring all 
coal miners to join the international union and agree to 
sign a check-off for all dues, assessments, and rites ioe 
On December 20, the miners wage dispute was settled with the 
miners being given a 14% wage boost provided they were mem- 
bers of the Tea 
On December 1, 1919, a convention in Calgary of 
0.B.U. coal miners ensued at which the wage demands of the 
miners had been pegged at a 31% increase. At the December 
1-3 Calgary convention, W. Kolling was elected as Edmonton 
representative on the Executive Board of the 0.B.U. Coal 


63 


Hening’Settion. forcDistractrno.t4 . Atetha st powmisau, Mate A. 


Local 4070 could be said to have passed from the scene. 

The Federal Labor Union, #49, continued to exist 
after the April 21 purge (even though any reference to it 
was deleted from the "Union Directory” in the Edmonton Free 
Press as of April 26, 1919). The local supported the Edmon- 
ton sympathetic strike (May 26) and Carl Berg, an executive 


member, became vice-chairman of the Edmonton Strike Commit-~ 
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tee. Prior to the inaugural conference of the 0.B.U., 


Carl Berg was in Calgary completing the planning for the 


eve ohini@iotacits ep. 191. 
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656 sarchli hb, mpoeocemeere 5, 12,80919. 
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conference (June, 1919), By January, 1920, Berg was sec- 


66 


retary of the Edmonton Central Council, 0.B.U., and the 


General Workers unit had emerged from Local 49 of the Fed- 
eral Labor Union. ©* 
In addition to Berg's status within the Edmonton 
Central Council as secretary, he enjoyed the role of "labor 
statesman" generally within the Edmonton 0.B.U. He was 
secretary of the Edmonton Unit of the 0.8.U. Coal Miners' 
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Bistrict Board, cNes 1 When the Lumber Workers* Indust- 


rial Union formed an Edmonton Branch, Berg emerged as its 


Q 
6°. after the 0.8.U. in Edmonton disintegrated, 


secretary. 
the E.T. & L.C. had endeavored to reorganize a general lab- 
orers’ union, but as of December 31, 1923 no success was 

attained. Ironically, Carl Berg later emerged in the Edmon- 
ton labor scene as secretary of the Hod Carriers and Build- 
ing Laborers union, #92, and back in good standing with the 


70 


Edmonton Council. In his later years, he was reputed to 


be quite conservative and anti-leftist. 


Oe moniter Btidtetin, June 7, 1919. 


66s earchli ht, January 23, 1920. 


67s sarchligh 7 February 27,-01920. 

Serenades Department of Labour, Ninth Annual 
Report on Labour Oraanization in Canada, 1919 (Ottawa: 
King's Printer, 1920) pepeesae 

He A. Logan, Trade Unions in Canada -- Their 
Development and Functioning (Toronto: The Macmillan Co. 
of Canada Ltd-, 1948), ppe 327-328, 335. 

7Onpnirectory of Affiliates with the E.T. & L.C., 
1945", Farmilo Papers (Provincial Archives of Alberta). 
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The United Brotherhood of Carpenters was not, for 
fongyewithouverepresentation inethe E:T. &@WiC. The del- 
edates ofeloecal 9525, ‘curged on@April 21 from the Council, 
had subsequently received an unanimous vote of confidence 


From their fellow carpenters and notice to this effect was 


1 


Sent to the central labor ‘body. This unanimity was short- 


lived. The union's international leadership, in co-operation 
with the Edmonton Council and its organizing committee, re- 


Organized the local and, by September 13, 1919, a new exec- 


72 


utive had been installed. On November 3, the Carpenters 


had been granted re-affiliation with the E.T. & Pipa Some 
carpenters formed an 0.B8.U. Carpenters Section, but by the 


74 


end of 1920, this section had ceased to function. Of ‘the 


"secessionists" in the Carpenters' union, Joe Knight, after 
the Western Labor Conference when he gained membership in 
the 0-.B.U. provisional central committee, devoted much of 


his time to organizational work for the new union and hence 


pes 
had limited time to spend in the Edmonton labor Seana 


After touring Canada and the northern U.S. on behalf of the 


ee area Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Mea yi i5., £61919. 


(ea nion Directory", Edmonton Free Press, 
September 13,4eotoN 


136 umonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
November 3, 1919. 


Tap ent Outstanding: Considered Doubtful or 
Uncollectable", Edmonton Trades and Labor Council, 
Auditor's Report, December 31, 1922. 
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O.8.U., he eventually settled in Toronto as a member of the 
Canadian Communist Party. (6 Hits cabl ym thocalhst325;,- iT 
Russell, after spending some time in the 0.8.U., eventually 
regained his good standing in the Carpenters' union and once 
again represented his local in the E.T. & Iaty 4 
In addition to the carpenters, several other labor 
categories involved in secession from the E.T. & L.C. per- 
tained to the building trades. These included sheetmetal 
workers and bricklayers. The Sheetmetal Workers, local 371, 
withdrew after April 21 and did not return to the fold until 


foneiztp t920548 


While on July 21, 1919, a local of the 
Bricklayers, Masons and Plasterers’ International Union gain- 
ed representation on the Couneil,!” it did not take long for 
the 0.B8.U. to syphon off much of its support in Edmonton. 
Hence, by February, 1920 a group of bricklayers found its 

way into the Edmonton 0.8.U., W. G. Brookes being elected 
secretary of the bricklayers’ unit.°? Brookes was instrum- 


ental in organizing a mass meeting of the building trades 


workers on February 11, this meeting protesting against in- 


TOwilliam Rodney, Soldiers of the International: 
A History of the Communist Party of Canada, 1919-1929 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1968), pe 166 

me dananton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 


November 5, 1923. 


70F amonten Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
June 7, 1920. 


195 umanton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
JULyS295 571919. 
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creases in the cost-of-iiving since 1914 and demanding that 
wage levels be raised to compensate for the cost-of-living 
Grepenees. | The 0.B8.U. militancy on such questions as in- 
flation had so weakened the building trades locals affil- 
HalLodewithethentshwee Ee. thatttheslaborabody felthcon= 
strained on May 17 to request the American Federation of 
Eabor.to.appoint»an onoanizer,for)the~various craftsain the 


builiding.industry),of Edmonton. °2 


In June, an organizer for 
the Carpenters and Joiners Union was in Edmonton, °~ aindiykt 
was announced on July 19 that 27 new members were secured 
FOneLt see omonton Meee During the same period, the 
Official” baicklayerns union plosal;had to be reconstituted 
Since, because of Brookes' activities, the membership had 
been temporarily seduced into terminating its affiliation 
with the Edmonton Council. > 

Masters, relying on Logan's History of Trade Union 
Organization in Canada, indicated that "[b]ranches of the 


International Association of Machinists joined" the meee 


> Len rverstieny irades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
hebruany 6, 21920, 


B26 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
May 17, 1920. 

BSF dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
GUO, tambo U « 
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Edmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
July 19, 1920. 


ee dmopeon Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
September 20, 1920. 
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This is an incomplete picture of the type of transportation 
worker supporting the secessionist movement in Edmonton. 
Local 559 of the International Association of Machinists 
involved workers at the machine shops of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific R.R. Because this local had supported the O.B.U. 
and*had notified ther,E.T. & LCs executive ito this effect, 
its delegate to the Council, E. Thompson, was expelled. 
This support of the secessionist union, more than just in- 
dicating the militancy of the machinists, exemplified the 
widespread pro-0.8.U. sentiment among unionists within the 
Edmonton sector of the railroad industry. For example, J. 
Robertson, who was unseated from the E.T. & L.C., was a 
member of the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen, Local 530, and 
was employed with the Edmonton, Dunvegan, & British Columbia 
RR?! J. Lakeman, a member of local 389 of the 8.R.C. and 
employed on the C.N.R., emerged as secretary of the Trans- 


88 The 


portation Unit of the 0.B.U. by December 12, 1919. 
activities of the 0.B.U. on the railways alarmed the inter- 
national headquarters of various craft unions sufficiently 
to warrant vigorous campaigns to prevent unionists from 
deserting to the 0.B.U. Hence, one organizer for the Carmen 


felt constrained to warn each "defector" that if he did not 


hurry back into the international, he would “be the ‘last 


87 F dmanton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Janviary 20,01919. 
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man‘ 


carrying. anvOeb.U. teard st 
Lakeman's involvement in winning over support for 
the 0.B8.U. among railway workers occurred at an early period 
ingthesorganization*sehisterys “Presentvat,the April 21eB.Ts 
& L.C. meeting as delegate for Carmen's local sngg, 70 he was 
probably one of those who staged the walkout after the four 
pra=0eB8 eu ; locals were expelled. As a worker for the C.N.R., 
he was likely the correspondent for the 0O.B.U. Bulletin who 
reported: 
Blacksmiths and Helpers employed in the C.N.R. shops 
Went aover to ltine O.bBeU. 1 00..per cent... Carmen on. the 
C.N.R. have formed a unit with something like 35 mem- 
bers to start with. Machinists and Helpers formed a 
UNLE Overnns@ perecent totrong.. 6% 
The men employed on the Edmonton, Dunvegan, & 
BG. (Raibroadifave: alisotgone +0 <8 ou, ctaking lv65coer 
cent of the membership. Reports indicate the rest 
are expected over soon. 91 
These optimistic reports were restrained in comparison to 
those of organizer Dick Johns, from Winnipeg, who reported 
"that the R.R. boys have established three units with a 90% 


oa Obviously large numbers of railway workers 


organization.” 
were defecting to the 0.B.U. in spite of possible exagger- 
ations in Johns' estimates of this rate of defection. By 


July 21, the West Edmonton Lodge #448 of the Brotherhood of 


Railway Carmen had withdrawn its delegates from the E.T. & 


8 [searchlight, January 30, 1920. 


90F amonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
Aprile21; etO1o. 
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ee oe Yet, Lakeman's own local, #398,’ retained its affil- 


jation with the Council throughout the 1919-1920 period. 
The reported membership of the Edmonton O.B.U. 
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Transportation Unit was 160 as of December, 1919. Despite 


"all the slimy tactics used by certain upholders of the 


international machine,"°° 


the Transportation Unit managed to 
increase its strength further although its membership of 
168, as of March, 1920, hardly was indicative of runaway 
growth. © The C.BeR.E. on the whole remained aloof from 

the 0.B.U., in spite of arguments by the secessionists that 
this large Canadian union should find its home in the new 
movement, ~~ since "lujnder the One Big Union form cf organ- 
ization, the workers in one industry would be subject to the 


W978 


Gictation: of workerss in’ othervindustries. liter wast hiis 


same objection which dominated the thinking of delegates 
from the Lumber Workers' Industrial Union at the 1920 Port 
Arthur convention of the 0.B.U., causing them to desert the 


secessionist movement and consequently to condemn it to 


736 dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
July 21) 1919. 


74s earchli ht, Oecember 12, 1919. 


75s earchli iieinebmMiapy G5 1920". 


965.8.U. Bulletin, March 24, 1920. 


2 UMeaeiiy Bulieviny Uctober 11, 1919. 


7Oy. E. Greening and mM. Mm. Maclean, It Was Never 
Easy, 1908-1958: A History of the Canadian Brotherhood 
Workers (Ottawa: Mutual 
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ultimate oblivion as a mass~based organization.” 

The fate of those personalities who had actively 
Fought for the 0.B.U. in Edmonton, or whose locals supported 
the secessionist union, varied. J. Robertson of the Dunvegan 
Carmen was not only stripped of his honorary executive post, 
Sergeant at Arms of the Trades Council, but was publicly 
VeemrLed in the lof fieial organ of the b.1s& UiC.,) the 
Edmonton Free press This personality factor -- one can 
be sure that Robertson and his fellow members of the Dun- 
vegan Carmen rankled at the treatment received from the 
Council establishment and the Free Press -- probably ac-~ 
counts for the fact that, as of December 31, 1922, the Dun- 
vegan local had failed to reaffiliate with the Trades Coun- 
cil in spite of repeated attempts of the Edmonton body to 
get- it back into the fold. Local 4468 of the 8.R.C. was re- 


101 


aomutted to the Council: oni July 3,7.1922. By this date, 


J. Lakeman was a member in good standing with Local 448 and 


102 He had re- 


represented his local at the July 3 meeting. 
gained his membership with the B.R.C. when he forsook the 
O0.B.U. in favor of communism. As Canadian communists favor- 


ed'as of 1922 the strategy of “boring from within= tradit— 
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ional craft unions in order to promote industrial unionism 


and radicalism (the Foster plan), /95 


Lakeman adopted a new 
foletas gadrly“-withonm sneep whee eeand tne fe tele eel 
perhaps forgetting his statement from an earlier time: 

I ~scoill-hold® that if yourare satisfied with your 

present conditions "that is to be a wage slave" 

then your place is in the International Carmen's 

Union. 104 

It can be said that the 0.B.U. in Edmonton was 

Formed as a result of economic dislocation arising from 
World War I. Its leadership and proponents comprised a 
conglomerate of types: Marxian socialists (Knight, McGuire) 
and radicals (Lakeman); unionists dissatisfied with the be- 
Hatedeactions of the E.fa cb. Cer in confronting serious 
problems of post-war dislocation (Brookes, T. Russell, and 
Robertson), and advocates of Canadian and industrial union- 
ism. As each of these components of the conglomerate found 
new ways of satisfying his aspirations, the leadership of 
the Edmonton 0.8.U. dispersed and its rank and file found 
their way back into the "international" craft unions affil- 
Javed, wach the: Cw. call. tneungalth, Cf the Beirne. 
was hence partially restored, for leadership positions with- 
in that body had been assumed by conservative upholders of 
"international" craft unionism after the April purge of 


0.8.U. supporters, and a more representative Council ensued 


when former secessionists drifted back into the central 
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labor body. 

This regrouping of Edmonton labor was badly needed 
bys thevt.T. & LC. The streetrailwaymen*s union’ had disaf- 
filiated from the Council on May 19, 1919 "...until such 
time as the Unions who had been expelled for 0.8.U. activ- 


5 


ities were reseated." While the streetrailwaymen never 


joined the 0.B8.U., it was not until December 6, 1920 that 


UT Sie 


they Gained reaffiliation with the E.T. & Léc. 
delay was the result of the local‘'s dissatisfaction with the 
Council and of the union's own internal problems, not a res- 
ult of the central body's reluctance to reseat its delegates. 
With the streetrailwaymen out of the Council until the end 
OT 920, ‘ang with the GLB ARAL. diseffiriiating 2tselR with 

the Edmonton labor body early in 1920 (because of a dispute 
with the T.L.C. of Canada over its status in relationship to 
the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks and Freight Handlers and 
mot because of the 0.B.U. issue), the E.T. & L.C. was in 
serious financial straits during the early 1920's due to a 
lack of revenue from per capita taxes. This situation, so 


serious that the Council's charter with the American Feder- 


105, amonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
May 19, 1919. 
To some extent, the "withdrawal" of the streetrailwaymen 
was somewhat of an empty gesture since their local was 
eighteen months in arrears of dues and its affiliation 
with the Council was subject to automatic cancellation 
several months before the May 19 meeting. See Edmonton 
Free Press, May 24, 1919. 


1066 umonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
December 6, 1920. 
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ation of Labor was revoked due to non-payment of per capita 
taxes, necessitating reaffiliation with the A.F. of ey 
was remedied only when the 0.B.U.'s failure paved the way 


for an influx of ex-secessionists back into the Council. 


rE EO ETT SS SD, 


1076 gmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 


February 16, 1920. 
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Chapter IV 


THE EDMONTON SYMPATHETIC STRIKE 


treroins. tet Strike 


The Winnipeg General Strike, having commenced on 
May 15, 1919, triggered off repercussions in Edmonton which 
engendered apprehension on the part of the trade union est- 
ablishment as represented in the rump Trades Council. Since 
many of the striking unions in Winnipeg were international 
craft unions, represented in the Metal Trades Council and 
Building Trades Council of that eaty p! CiiewE Gh aMeGeecauld 
not repudiate the actions of its Winnipeg counterpart. At 
the same time, 0.8.U. organization had already proceeded in 
Edmonton, and secessionist feeling predominated among many 
of the rank-and-file of unions still affiliated with the 
Romont om—eGounewl. ael her. BU 2 ccould onbysstand to caaiperr 
the E.T. & L.C. remained aloof from the Winnipeg situation. 

At the Council meeting of May 19, the Federated 
Railway Trades introduced a resolution expressing sympathy 
with the Winnipeg at itedelae The federation comprised all 


‘ LZ e J 2 % 
unionized shop workers in Edmonton's railways” and was part 


Ip. C. Masters, The Winnipeg General Strike 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1950), p. 40. 


ze dmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
May 19, 1919. 


Sranada, Department of Labour, Ninth Annual 


Report on Labour froanizataion in Canada, 1919 (Ottawa: 
King's Printer, 15 FQ SS... 
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of a nation-wide body already involved in delicate wage neg- 
Otiations with the Canadian Railway War Board at Montreal.” 
As their Winnipeg counterparts were on strike, not unexpec- 
tedly they pushed for the development of a sympathetic strike 
Since railway tie-ups at Winnipeg would have serious reper- 
cussions along all transcontinental lines linking Edmonton 
to the Manitoba city. The federated railway trades could 
not be ignored by “international” affiliates in Edmonton 
since the credentials of the federation were impeccable, 
this grouping being part of Railway Employees' Department, 
No. 4, which was working under charter from the American 
Federation of Labor.” 

The frustrations of workers accumulated during the 
War and during the first months of post-War readjustment 
created a potentially dangerous situation for the craft 
union leadership as well as for the executives of larger 
unions affiliated with the E.T. & L.C. To ignore the anger 
of rank-and-file unionists which gave rise to a wide-spread 
general strike sentiment would only play into the hands of 
the secessionists. The Edmonton Council was reputed to be 
the bastion of trade union conservatism, or, as put by the 
Western Labor News, "eeethe most reactionary of all the 


Labor Councils in Western Canada."° Yet, the leadership of 


4€ dmonton Free Press, May 24, 1919. 
“canada, Department of Labour, loc. cit. 


SWestern Labor News, May 3, 1919. 
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this conservative body was weakened when its sete A. 
Farmilo, was appointed "Canadian representative of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor in the capacity of organizer."* 
While still officially secretary of the E.T. & LiCs,y and 
assisted during his absence by J. J. McCormack,® the new 
duties of Farmilo, which involved the reorganization of 
trades councils and international unions undermined by OQ.B.U. 
secessionists, involved working in Calgary and points west.> 
Farmilo had been secretary of the Edmonton Council for the 
whole World War I period, and enjoyed a pivotal position in 
the Edmonton labor movement. His absence during much of the 
May-June, 1919, period meant that a high status "loyalist" 
would be unable to exert maximum influence to subdue forces 
of innestac’ 

The rebellious mood of organized labor in Edmonton 
could not be subdued. This being the case, the trade union 
establishment adopted the strategy of allowing a sympathetic 
strike vote among all affiliates of the E.T. & L.C. Should 
a general sympathetic strike ensue, it would be hopefully 
short-lived in that stders. deprived of income for a per-~ 


iod of time and pressured by public opinion, would see the 


fedmonten hrecuRresss Maye 24) 1519s 


OT adds 


Pmartin Robin, Radical Politics and Canadian 
Labour, 1880-1930 (Kingston: Industrial Relations Centre, 
Queen's University, 1968), p. 186. 


10¢ gmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
May-June, 1919. 
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merits of limiting their strike activity. At the same time, 
much of the workers’ anger would have been discharged, and 
the logic of drained financial resources would prevail. The 
Edmonton Council could not have been accused of betraying 
the cause of the Winnipeg strikers, and at the same time it 
could demonstrate to waverers the falacious thinking of 
political radicals and anarcho-syndicalists. Above all, the 
initiative mitt teh be taken over by the "secessionists": 
any strike action must retain a strong “loyalist” influence. 
The May 19 E.T. & L.C. meeting suspended its reg- 
ular order of business to discuss the Winnipeg situation, || 
After prolonged discussion, it was resolved that sympathy 
with the Winnipeg strikers be extended, that the resolution 
of the Federated Railway Trades be endorsed, and that the 
E.T. & L.C. executive call a meeting of the executive com- 
mittees of all Edmonton und onsas The resultant meeting 
ensued on May 21 at Labor Hall. Not unexpectedly, it was 
George Perkins of Machinists Lodge #559 who moved, and Carl 
Berg of the Federal Labor Union who seconded, thats: 
seethe executive: of all local unions be notified to 
take a strike vote, the said strike to take place 
Monday on May 26, at 11 aem., and the result of such 
voting to be returnable by Sunday, May 25... 13 
The results of the strike vote were to be compiled by John 


Winid., May 19, 1919. 
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bid. 


13 F dmanton Bulletin, May 22, 1919. 
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McCormack of the Civil Service Union, #52, J. Findlay of the 
machinists* union, and Carl Berg. /4 It was also decided at 
the May 21 meeting that each local union elect two represent- 
atives to act as a central strike committee and that the 
strike committee elect an executive and sub-committees as 


the situation tee eee Le 


This, decision,..not. part_of. the 
original resolution dealing with the strike vote, could not 
help but favor the smaller and more conservative craft unions 
in that these locals would have more influence, per capita, 
than the larger and more militant unions in the Central 
Strike Committee. 

When the balloting committee met on.May 25, 1,676 
affirmative votes and 506 negative votes were counted. By 
union, 34 locals were in favor of the strike and four (gar- 
ment workers, musicians, sheetmetal workers, and postal 


16 


workers) opposed it. As a total of 49 locals were asked 


to whe some locals did not commit themselves on the 
strike issue. Interestingly enough, the locals of E.T. & 
L.C. President Robert McCreath (Typographical Union, No. 
604), Secretary A. Farmilo (opaneciine ese Association), and 


Trustee Alex Campbell (Letter Carrier's Federation) did not 


(Gevnrebvars Free Press, May 24, 1919. 


US gordi 


16- amonton Free press, May 31, 1919. 
In spite of this negative vote by the garment workers, 
employees at the Edmonton G.W.G. Factory were on strike 
on May 26 and 27. Edmonton Bulletin, May 28, 1919. 


‘i eamontemesulietin, May 26, 1519. 
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vote on the general strike téeuael? Neither did Elmer 
Roper’'s local of the Printing Pressmen's fngen.'? The rail- 
way carmen supported the strike overwhelmingly with the 
Dunvegan carmen being unanimous in their support. Two of 
the three machinists’ locals endorsed the strike with very 
large majorities, as did Joe Knight's carpenters' local 
(which possessed only two dissenters, one of them being, 
perhaps, Ald. A. J. Kinney). Of 151 coal miners voting 
From three miners’ locals, only two voted against the strike 
(but since District 18 of the U.M.W.A. was on strike as of 
May 23, the miners' vote was mainly of symbolic value). The 
building trades were overwhelming in their endorsation of 
strike action apart from the sheetmetal workers, and all 189 
voters from Carl Berg’s Federal Labor Union local endorsed 
the move. Most railway unions (including the C.B.R.E.) 
voted in the affirmative as did the streetrailwaymen. The 
elite railwaymen of the running trades did not votee School 
teachers and clergymen were asked to vote, but not surpris- 
ingly they remained uncommitted. On the other hand, the 
City of Edmonton Police Association did vote, and only two 
out of fifty-nine policemen opposed the strike. 2! 
Directing the Edmonton sympathetic strike was an 
eight-man executive. The executive was dominated initially 


'8- dmonton Free Press, May 31, 1919. 
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by three unionists: J. W. Findley, chairman; Carl Berg, 


21 The 


vice-chairman; and J. J. McCormack, secretary. 
latter was president of his Civic Service Union (local #52), 
and when the local's membership voted on May 29 to resume 

its work with the City, McCormack found it necessary to term- 
inate his secretarial duties at Labor Hall and to return to 


his job with the telephone department. <- 


23 


Replacing him was 


Weecde Marshalls In addition to the central executive were 


various sub-committees -- a press committee, a finance com- 


24 


mittee, and a safety and health committee. Later, to help 


families of striking employees weather the storm, a relief 


committee was addiedace J. O'Brian was designated treasurer 


and head of the finance committee. Ge. Perkins emerged as 
head of the safety and health committee while F. E. Mercer 


26 


headed the press, or publicity, committee. J. Hawthorne 


was the eighth executive membere<- 
The executive was not handed a carte blanche to 


conduct the strike as it thought fit. As each Edmonton local 


union sent two delegates to the Central Strike Committee, 


22eqmonton Bulletin, May 31, 1919. 


ao dmoneon Pidebetin,- June 11, 1919), 


246 dmonton Bulletin, May 26, 800 1o. 
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nearly 100 individuals comprised this body during the init- 
ial phase of the strike. The committee, meeting twice daily, 
decided all questions of poldidy Ar This undoubtedly re- 
strained such executive members as Carl Berg and George Per-~ 
kins who would have liked to have had a complete civic shut- 
down (especially Berg who was very visible during the month 
following May 26). As occurred in Winnipeg, a strike bul- 
letin was published, this appearing as special strike ed-~ 
itions of the Edmonton Free Prass. °° The first strike ed- 
ition emphasized the fact that, even though the police 
association voted overwhelmingly to walk out and that it 


nO the 


stood "..«ready to act at the call of the committee, 
policemen were still functioning and that, for the purposes 
of public safety, a short walkout by the city firemen was to 
be swiftly terminated. Water supply was to be maintained, 


although water pressure was reduced, and doctors and hos- 


pitals would be granted telephone Serine Seu 


The Edmonton and Winnipeg Strikes Compared 


The Edmonton strike was a rather faint reflection 
of developments which had ensued in Winnipeg since May 15. 


To maintain morale among strikers, labor rallies were held 


20° dmonton Free Press, May 31, 1919. 


27° dmonton Sirbletin, Way 26, bOAI. 
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nightly. 


While the moving picture operators and stage 
employees were unanimous in their support for the strike, 
theatres were allowed to remain open.” Bread, cream, and 


milk deliveries were not terminated at auleipire 


thus, the 
unpleasant situation which resulted in Winnipeg, involving 

a wasteage of dairy products and bad public relations for 
the strikers,°” was avoided in Edmonton. Restaurant service 
was periodically disrupted, but food stores stayed open 


36 In the case of restaur- 


after the strike's commencement. 
ants, many cooks and waiters extended diners a surprise when, 
at 11:00 a.m. on May 26 they stopped working. By 4:00 p.m. 
all restaurants had reopened and no repetition of the Win- 
nipeg experience regarding food-services necusrads While 
at Winnipeg deliveries of essential foodstuffs were allowed 
if placards were used stating that these deliveries were 


58 the liberal- 


made "By Authority of the Strike Committee", 
ity of the Edmonton strike committee was such that the Edmon- 
ton Towel Supply Co., hardly a distributor of an essential 
commodity, was able to make deliveries upon agreeing to 


327 dmonton Builetin, June 7, 1919. 


53Fdmonton Bulletin, May 27, 1919. 
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publicize the fact that it was "Operating until further 


oe) 


notice by permission of the strike committee." It was 


perhaps in the area of essential services that Edmonton 
experienced difficulties remotely approaching those of Win-~ 
nipeg. 

Electric power was suddenly cut off at 11:00 a.m. 
on the first day of the strike. +9 Electrical service was 


subsequently restored by Tuesday morning and no repetition 


of this serious development securred.—. Yeupocnis hadi an 


effect on the production of the Edmonton Journal; the Bul- 


letin was able to assume almost normal newspaper production 


42 


by making use of gasoline engines hastily installed. Bus 


iness at the Edmonton city hall ceased when all civic emp- 


loyees there went on strike with the exception of depart- 


43 


mental superintendents. On May 28, the strike committee 


conducted prolonged discussions as to how to make the strike 
more effective, and seriously considered cutting off all 
telephone Saruiceec: As it was, the city telephone stiper- 


intendent had to commute from telephone exchange to exchange 


45 


in a frantic attempt to maintain telephone service. By 


3°Fdmonton Bulletin, May 27, 1919. 
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May 29, all utilities except the street railway were in 
Operation. On Friday, May 30, the civic employees and 
striking electrical workers appeared for Work." lrenically, 
they had appeared at city hall on May 27 to pick up their 
paycheques and had to be reminded by Mayor Clarke that they 
were on strike and could not expect payment as city payroll 
clerks were among their number.” * This dilemma was solved 
on Friday morning when this category of workers ended their 
strike. 
After the first week of the Edmonton strike, normal- 

ity was, on the whole, restored in Edmonton. By Monday, 
June 2, any crisis atmosphere which may have existed from 
May 26 to May 31 had disappeared. The central strike com- 
mittee maintained its existence through the month of June 
and the Edmonton strike was officially in existence through- 
out this period. After the Winnipeg strike ended on June 26, 
the strike committee remained in existence only to await 
reports from two delegates it dispatched to Winnipeg, E. 
Eastham and J. Findlay, who were entrusted with the tasks of 

eliciting accurate information about the situation in Man- 
Rae capital and to assist in the reaching of a settle- 
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ment there. Labor unrest did exist in Edmonton during the 


month of June, but much of this was either an extension of 


46F dmonton Bulletin, May 30, 1919. 
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unrest that had existed among certain union locals for a 
considerable period of time, or part of a wide-spread series 
of industrial disputes that transcended civic, and even 
provincial, boundaries. Of occupational categories confined 
to the city and immediate district, the building trades and 
teamsters held out the longest. Many teamsters did not 
return to work until Friday, June 13. Of course, many rail- 


way workers were still on strike as of that davae 


Edmonton Labor Unrest in Relationship to External Factors 
Mention has already been made of the decision of 
most miners in District 18 of the U.M.W.A. to strike during 
the month of May. In addition, the men of the running trades 
on the railways were in the process of taking a nation-wide 
strike vote at the time of the Edmonton sympathetic strike. °° 
However, participation in the Edmonton strike by the import- 
ant running trades unions did not ensue as these were for- 
bidden to cease working by their international headquart- 
ers.” As a result, there was no complete shutdown of rail- 
way service te Edmonton even though some passenger trains had 
difficulty meeting schedules and offering dining car service 
and other amenities, and express and freight deliveries were 
curtailed on some lines. The paderaeed shopmen of Edmonton 


were disgruntled because of the slow progress in negotiations 
49 dmonton Bulletin, June 16, 1919. 
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Over wages and hours taking place in Montreal, these neg- 


a2 


otiations having commenced on May 12. On the first day of 


the Edmonton strike, only shop foremen remained at their 


jobs.°° 


A meeting of the shopmen -- railway machinists, 
boilermakers, blacksmiths, car repairmen, electricians, and 
steamfitters -- on May 27 decided almost unanimously in 
favor of strike action. However, such a strike was condit- 
ional upon all federated shopmen from coast-to-coast reach~ 


oe in spite, ofi.e, lackwor ofticial 


ing a similar decision. 
endorsation of a walkout from international union head- 
quarters, shopmen on strike as of May 26 persisted in their 
action well into June. As was reported in the June 16 ed- 
ition of the Bulletin, railway workers still on strike in-~ 
cluded freight handlers, boilermakers, maintenance-of-way 


20 By this time, also, the federated 


men, and a few clerks. 
railway shopmen were officially on strike when their bargain- 
ing agent, the Railway Shopmen of America -~ No. 4, had 
reached on impasse with the Railway War Board. >° 
Another outstanding labor dispute which coincided 
with the Edmonton sympathetic strike was the one between the 


streetrailwaymen and the City of Edmonton. Mention has been 


°2edmonton Free Press, May 24, 1919. 
o3e dmanten Bulletin, Nay 2/7,, 1909. 
54 dmonton Biretebin, Nay 26, L919. 
25F dmonton Bulletin, June 16, 1919. 


S6- dmonton Free Press, June 14, 1919. 
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previously made of the difficulties experienced by the 
streetrailwaymen's union during the World War I period. 
Relations between the E.T. & L.C. and the streetcar operat- 
or*’s local were often strained because of the fact that the 
local believed that it had been denied effective support 
from the Council during previous strike action in 1917. 
Hence, the withdrawal of the local from the central labor 
body on May 19 was due not just to the 0.B.U. issue, but 
perhaps more importantly to long-standing friction between 
the two labor entities. Before the Western Labor Conference, 
serious trouble on the Edmonton Street Railway was predicted 
in the Edmonton Bulletin on February 18, 1919. Then, a dis- 
pute existed between the streetrailwaymen's local and the 
city utilities committee as to the status of returning sol- 
diers as Par as seniority was concerned. The union local 
adopted the position that there be no alteration of the cur- 
rent seniority list, while several aldermen maintained that 
employees who left the street railway to enlist should be 


oe 


placed at the top of the seniority list. With this type 


of rancor existing between the city council and the union- 
ists, it is not surprising that the street railway system 


stopped functioning on May 26 and full street car service 


was not resumed until May 30, 1919,>8 


S7F dmonton Bulletin, February 18, 1919. 


5B dmanton Bulletin, May 30, 1919. 
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An Analysis of the Edmonton Sympathetic Strike 

During the week of June 22 to June 28, nearly all 
categories of worker striking in Edmonton returned to work.” 
Except for the first week, no great disruption occurred 
within the City of Edmonton. There was no unusual violence, 
and no undue damage to property. The reason for this rel- 
ative tranquility was due, in part, to the conservative 
leadership dominating the E.T. & L.C. as well as to the 
influence of international craft unionism within the city. 
National unions,.of any significance, such as the C.B.R.E., 
were also dominated by leadership which could in no way be 
considered "radical".°° 

Other factors must be considered. The Edmonton 
Free Press, which proclaimed itself the "...official Pub- 


61 


lication of Organized Labor in Edmonton," maintained a 


conservative stance from the time it commenced publication 
cnaSaturdayglAeritel2;, e191 9euntil thelendsef thatesteife= 
ridden year. The weekly not only exuded an image of moder- 
ation and sweet reason, but launched vigorous assaults 


against the Q.B.U. secessionists, lumping them together with 


9 dmonton Free Press, June 28, 1919. 


BOs R. Mosher, during an address at the Tenth 
Gopvenbron ,ovecme C.BARsE.| In Seotember,. 1919) craviciced 
the actions of union members in Winnipeg who walked out 
during the general strike there. President Mosher also 
Was critical of the @.B.U. concept. See W. E. Greening 
and M. M. Maclean, It Was Never Easy: 1908-1958 (Ottawa: 


Mutual Press Ltd., 1961), pp. 63-65. 
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Bolshevists, revolutionists, seditionists, Reds, engineers 
of bloodbaths, autocrats, etc. While this paper was appar- 
ently launched through the efforts of an aggressive entre- 
preneur who started it “...solely as a business venture, "°4 
its existence during the 1919-1920 period was extremely 
forturtous for the E.7. 4eU.G. establishment. “During the 
same meeting at which the Council repudiated the decisions 
of the Western Labor Conference, the agreement reached bet- 
ween Henry J. Roche, Publisher, and the executive of the 
Trades Council was announced. °” At the August 4 meeting of 
rreneagl. & Libr tthe Publisher-of “the. Pree=Press"and-its 
editor were made honorary members of the Council.°* 

Henry Roche, who founded the Edmonton Free Press, 
was an advertizing man who made an agreement with the E.T. & 
L.C. that, in return for giving prominence to news of the 
labor movement, the Council would sponsor the paper and en- 
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deavor to build its circulation. All news items relating 


to labor were to be the responsibility of the Press Committee 
of the Trades Council while all content in the correspond- 
ence columns and the editorial page would be the prerogative 


ofitix. “Roche .2eUntLl August 23, 1919, much “ofetheteditorial 


O2F i mer SimtRoper etter (tot Miametekin, 
November 9, 1972. 


O55 gmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
March 17, 1919. 


G4tbid., August 4, 1919. 
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comment was written by a school teacher, William fide arid 
many Of his editorials were not representative of the views 
of the Edmonton Cournchie?” This being the case, Elmer Roper 
was appointed editorial writer on a part time basis. How- 
ever, during the critical May-June period in 1919, Todd's 
editorials and editing (and writing of headlines, many of 
which were themselves mini-editorials) tended to give the 
newspaper a conservative tone. 

Some of the statements made in the Free Press would 
obviously give a militant trade unionist reason for raqe. 
"Today the interests of employe [sic] and employer are ident- 
ical" was*affirmed on April 12, while on April 26 it was 
announced that the “Delegates to [the] Central Labor Preach- 
ing Trade Union Sedition and Organization of ‘One Big Union’ 
as Opposed to A.F. of L. Are Put Outside Trade Union Tren- 
ches." On the editorial page of this same edition it was 
revealed that a bloodbath awaited Canadians if the forces of 
revolution triumphed, and that there existed in “our own 
Canada" an element, the Reds, who were out to gain control 
Over established trade union machinery and, if successful, 
 wolldtee. bringrabout chadsitand political creévelutiionss22" 
Such an event was frustrated in Edmonton because of “The 
House Cleaning" which occurred within the Trades Council 
which did not allow itself to be "...stampeded to Bolsheviki 
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During the period of the Edmonton sympathetic 
strike, the Free Press attempted to put the best possible 
Face on things. The real causes of labor unrest were, it 


was maintained, "Exploitation, Profiteering and Combinations 
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CeeGant tad cee Several articles in the May 31 edition 


emphasized that the Winnipeg strike was essentially a quest- 
ion of securing collective bargaining rights for the Metal 
Trades Council. In the editorial page, it was advocated 
that the Edmonton strikers return to work: 


Edmonton Organized Labor went on strike to express 
unmistakable sympathy with the Winnipeo strikers, and 
provide a Labor demonstration which would echo in the 
halls of the national Parliament. That End has been 
accomplished. 


eetpee0eeees«serse#etrtetvpeseseweespeoeeeeeteerteeeeeeesteseseeeteeete ee eceev ese & 


[The confidence of Edmonton citizens]...in their 
fellow citizens constituting Trades Unionism in this 
city was sufficient to cause them to bear any inccn- 
veniences precipitated withour [sic] MULMUTING. 


eeeeeveseeteaeteesvaeeeeseeoeeteeespeaetveeeesteeeeweveeeseseeeeese eee tect aes 


Now that this labor demonstration has been made; 
now that it has reached Ottawa; now that the prin- 
ciple of collective bargaining is understood by 
practically all people...Edmonton Organized Labor 
should go back to work. 68 


An editorial on June 7 concluded that “General 
Strikes [Are] Not Practical” and. demeunced the G.B.U. and 


all other elements im society “e..prepared for any extrem-— 


69 


ity -- even revolution". The June 21 edition of the paper 


denounced the use of "strong arm" methods in Manitoba when 
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the Winnipeg strike leaders were arrested, while the June 28 
edition devoted lengthy coverage to the activities of the 
Winnipeg Citizens Committee of One Thousand as reported by 
J. Findlay, Edmonton's strike representative at Winnipeg who 
had just-returned to the city. Most Free Press writing dur- 
ing the May-June period was in a similar vein, reflecting 
the views of the-E.T. & L.C. establishment and attacking all 
threats to the status quo in organized labor, whether from 
capital, from the government, or from the 0.B8.U. secession- 
ists. 

While the circulation of the Free Press was ob- 
viously limited, the fact that it possessed large amounts of 
advertising each issue, besides contributing to the fin- 
ancial health of the publication until it was succeeded by 
the Alberta Labor Note in September, “1920, “indicates “that it 
had sufficient circulation to warrant such advertising and 
that the image of Edmonton organized labor was not so black 
that Edmonton businessmen were unwilling to pay for such 
advertising. the paper maintained a “moderate image" for 
labor in Edmonton at a time when its established leadership 
greatly desired such an image. The Edmonton dailies were 
giving prominence to the Russian civil war during the 1918- 
1919 period, and the Canadian public tended to see a “Bol- 
shevik under every bush" during this time. The aggressive 
attack against "Bolsheviki tactics" by the Edmonton labor 
organ may have served the purpose of rendering somewhat res- 


pectable organized labor at a time when it sought such 
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respectability; the lack of any substantial body of Pedical 
socialists in Edmonton, however, indicates that the attack 
against "Reds" by the Free Press was a classical example of 
the “straw man” situation. It is ironic that Jan Lakeman, 
after returning to the E.T. & L.C. as delegate for his Car- 
mens* local, introduced numerous resolutions which were 
often given favorable consideration, or at least not out- 
right opposition, by such “loyalists” as Elmer Roper at 
Council meetings, although his motions were often “watered 
down" before they received E.T. & L.C. endorsation. 9 This 
not altogether hostile treatment of one of Edmonton's few 
genuine "Reds" prominent in the labor movement during the 
pearly 1920's indicates that behind the E.T. & L.C. rhetoric 
of 1919 directed against chimerical “Reds", “seditionists", 
etc. lay the very tangible issue of trade union continent- 
alism ("internationalism") vs. secessionism (with its nat- 
ionalistic, pro-Canadian, attributes). By 1923, Lakeman was 
indiscrial Greanizer, (District 5,(OTr the: Workers” Partyeot 
Canada.’' At this time, the membership of the E.T. & L.C., 
rather than conducting witch~hunts, was willing to tolerate 
gadflies such as Lakeman and even to send fraternal delegates 

(Os wigs for example, the August 13, 1923, Minutes 
of the Edmonton Trades and Labor Council which record the 
collaboration of Elmer Roper and Jan Lakeman in the red- 
rafting of a resolution, to be presented to the annual 
convention of the Trades and Labor Congress at Vancouver, 
regarding the amalgamation of unions into industrial 
unions. 


edmonton Trades and Labor Council, Minutes, 
March 5, 1923. 
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to conventions of the Workers’ Party of Canaday’? 


Another important factor explaining the relatively 
tranquil nature of the Edmonton sympathetic strike was the 
attitude of Edmonton's mayor, Joe Clarke. Clarke had been 
Friendly towards organized labor during his term of office 
in the 1919-1920 period, and relied upon it for political 
backing. The Edmonton City Council, realizing that a general 
sympathetic strike was impending for May 26, 1919, called a 


13 Prior to this meeting, 


special meeting for May 23, 1919. 
Clarke sent telegrams to Edmonton's three M.P.‘s as well as 
to the mayors of five cities in Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
His telegram to the mayors stated that he was of the opinisn 
that 
«.eQreat hardship and loss will be caused disint- 
erested cities and people unaffected by matters at 
Winnipeg if Federal government does not take steps 
to prevent unduly flouting labour unions and stop 
such actions as refusing to recognize unions in 
negotiations with employerseses.. 74 
Such an attitude did not endear Clarke to some of his fellow 
civic politicians, especially those involved with Edmonton's 
Board of Trade. In response to Ald. M. Martin's remark at a 
special joint meeting of aldermen and trade unionists Monday, 
May 26, to the effect that it was possible that a citizens’ 


committee would be formed to operate city utilities and 


transport services, the mayor stated that "...he was not 
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going to have any Bolshevik Board of Trade interfering or he 


a The mayor's strat- 


would put the city under martial law. 
egy of cooling passions among labor ranks, and containing 
hard-liners within the business community and their repres- 
entatives at City Council was successful, for the Edmonton 
sympathetic strike was distinctly on the wane at the end of 
its first week. 
Later, Joe Clarke was prominent in protesting 

against the arrest of leaders of the Winnipeg General Strike. 
He had never hurled the City of Edmonton police against the 
local unionists (and considering the strike vote among the 
police force favoring the sympathetic strike it would have 
been very impolitic to do so) and his police chief George 
Hill had later described the cenduct of all Edmonton men on 
strike as being ".«.commemdable and exceedingly gratifying." ° 
Clarke later described Winnipeg as being "The Joke City” and 
contrasted the unrest there during and after the Winnipeg 
general strike to the love-fest which ensued in Edmonton 
early in the 1920's: 

An Edmonton First Club has been organized, with the 

heaviest. tax payer inthe city; Mr.' John.A. McDougall 

as Chairman, and James Findlay, who was Chairman of 

the Edmonton sympathetic strike Committee last June, 

as Secretary, and it looks at least if one city was 


making an honest effort to bury the hatchet and 77 
ignore the example of the criminal rich in Winnipeg. 


(opamentone@geltetin, May 27, 1919. 


er 


(oeeron Cone noe resss lune 2h 11919. 


i(erarcntiene, cune 25, 1920. 


a , a 


San ote a? io r Ve, 
ail we qdnat pails b aeoat, bhavemanaecias | ung pes 
“tyre gsm meth oF Saha, beh dew robe | Riley 
NID PROMS J: Hara sorted STEIN an tania he 


ATS: Oa CPA Perit ek or niishi 


ine 


iw 2 


Hay? etka ver aida Raw idsrwed waka: a 
on Wak ee Maen t? a. > aw witade 4 
34 eS = vis Se: 


| 
i etme se. ma MTD Ga eae Lie ee 
bel) / - | ; 

nih welt Vo @tebawl et Seer ere 


ot "ty kth aah eebeodedwamiad 

eutral': uberis | gett of led teas wie} ptedotau 

Lys gat ade asitelied bia att cad goabvavel p10? - i 

. , i at jo (aah a8 SSL Loqmt wo na 

Wee hha 4 eat Te “inte heidaaent yasal ‘bart 

Ty Ley ely su Ay: Laatigaoneny 0" ented —— 

ici, PT atm sa gH. baalzaeew sata 3 

svt é ay bevy pyidai peed Sewanu. ada 

in gnedet bp Sena rhin Lit ewhaiyas bud a piste tou 


oe « mAs ete 
RieOun i). MPRA 
> { ; Sou th 
seaut. “at Pal rein ; | i mi 
aon ide scier') 2 See Tikes BIN a 
We « PRN wil ee eae 4 ieee ths Bev ’ 


rah LW os Pak here NE ee Oe 


; cee : 
in) 


hes 
ite ne caer 


104 


The Alberta government could have intervened ie 
Edmonton's sympathetic strike if it so chose. As a leader 
of a government besieged by an ascendant U.F.A., however, 
Premier Stewart opted for the safe course of verbal sabre- 
rattling from the lofty heights of his governmental offices: 

Should it be necessary for the protection of prop- 

erty and the health and convenience of the commun- 

itye.eaction will be taken to the utmost extent of 

the powers of the province to see that every man, 

woman and child receives the protection which it 

is the duty of the government to afford. 78 
There was, however, no real threat to property or the health 
of the community, and one possible source of violence, con- 
flict between the returning veterans and the strikers, was 
avoided when a meeting of Edmonton Great War Veterans dec- 
ided to maintain an attitude of "strict neutrality". (7 The 
only police action deemed necessary was by the R.N.W.M.P. 
who raided the Labor Hall early in the morning of July 1 
searching for "literature, correspondence and any evidence 
that might tend to give information in respect to the alleged 
revolution claimed to have been planned to take place in 
Canada..."°0 in the summer of 1919. Regardless of any in- 
formation obtained from the homes of Carl Berg, Joe Knight, 
and John F. McGuire which were raidec the same evening, the 
Mounties achieved little at Labor Hall as the Edmonton strike 


ra aonton Rtiletim~e way 27, 1919. 
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BOF dmonton Free Press, July 5, 1919. 
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committee had already vacated these premises and officials 
BP eub sta s 140. hatnoscccunied their io peiceses. 
In retrospect, the Edmonton sympathetic strike 
gained its significance only because it represented the 
reverse side of the coin to the Tas General Strike. 
The Winnipeg strike was a classical political and social 
phenomenon in the history of the Canadian West. It occurred 
in a key metropolis of western Canada, and its repercussions 
profoundly influenced the political and economic aspirations 
of organized labor in Canada. The Edmonton strike occurred 
in a conservative, agrarian milieu, and it was of limited 
scope and duration because, in part, of the hold “inter- 
national” craft unionism had upon the local labor movement. 
Considering the subsequent political and social history of 
Alberta, a history which contrasts sharply with the man- 
ifestations of radicalism that emerged in other western 
provinces, the insignificance of the Edmonton general strike 


in relationship with that of Winnipeg, should cause little 


surprise. 
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PART TWO 


NEWSPAPER INTERPRETATION OF LABOR 
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UNREST IN EDMONTON: 1918-1919 
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Chapter V 


ANALYSIS OF EDMONTON NEWSPAPERS: 
THEIR OWNERSHIP AND POLITICAL BIASES 
The Edmonton Bulletin 

Newspaper coverage of labor unrest during the 1918- 
1919 period must be evaluated in relationship to the editor- 
ial policies of their owners. The Edmonton Bulletin was 
very much the creature of Frank Oliver, journalist and pol- 
itician. 

Oliver, Liberal M.P. representing Edmonton and 
district from 1896 until December, 1917, naturally imposed a 
partisan Liberal bias upon his paper. As his political car- 
eer absorbed most of his energies, he delegated financial 
decision-making to the Bulletin Co. (Ltd.) as of 1898. How- 
ever, his control over the paper‘’s editorial policy persist- 
ed until 1923, when he terminated his connections with the 
publication.’ During the 1918-1919 period, it is manifestly 
apparent that the Bulletin retained much of the partisan 
Liberalism of its earlier years. 

The December, 1917 election was undoubtedly a gal- 
ling experience for the Liberal politician. He was one of 
the few "Laurier loyalist" parliamentarians in western Can- 
ada and rejected the prospect of collaborating with Borden's 


Conservatives in the Unionist coalition. He believed cons- 


Tw, S. Waddell, "Frank Oliver and the Bulletin", 
Alberta Historical Review, Vol. V, No. 1 (Septe, 1957), 
Ppe fom tar 
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cription to be infeasible and, essentially, reflected the 
official Liberal position regarding conscription during the 
1517 debates over the issues The Bulletin did, however, re-~ 
flect the fact that, for electionecring purposes, Oliver 
wavered somewhat from the strict Laurier position without 
repudiating the Party's chieftain over the contentious sub- 
ject. The Wartime Elections Act was most distasteful to him 
and this distaste was probably greatly exacerbated by the 
faeu that it definitely contributed to His defeat in 1917 to 
the Unionist, candidate, Brig. Gen. W. A. Griesbach, in the 
federal constituency of Edmonton West. 

On the basis of the “home vote", Oliver won the 
election of 1917 by a slim margin of eighty votes.” The 
soldiers' vote gave Griesbach his victory. Machinations by 
Unionist electoral officials within the constituency may 
have further contributed to Oliver's defeat. The extent of 
these machinations can only be speculated upon; it is dif- 
ficult to synthesize an accurate picture from the rival 
accounts of the election in the two competing Edmonton 
dailies. The Bulletin, in its coverage of an address by A. 
G. Mackay, a Liberal politician, reiterated many of its 
previous charges: 

[MacKay] described the disenfranchisement of voters 
in the Falher district, where no poll was estab- 
lished because it was believed they would vote for 


Mr. Oliver and there the electors were compelled to 
cut their way through the bush for 30 miles in order 


ze dmonton Journal, January 29, 1918. 
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to vote at a poll which had been established at a 
remote railway pump house. 3 


In spite of Oliver's vigorous partisanship, it is unlikely 
he would deliberately fabricate those cases of election 
chicanery he documented in a petition to the Supreme Court, 
which, had he done so, would have rendered himself and wit- 
nesses susceptible to judicial scrutiny. 

The relationship between the Unionist regime and 
Oliver‘s Bulletin is an important consideration when news- 
paper coverage of the labor unrest of 1918-1919 is evaluated. 
To lay the blame for this unrest at the feet of the federal 
government was a natural course for the paper to follow, and 
this indeed transpired until the period of the Edmonton 
sympathetic strike in May, 1919. During the 1919 labor up- 
heaval, the free-enterprising Bulletin rather suddenly suc- 
cumbed to the "red scare" of post-war Canada and reacted 
very strongly against the more tumultuous aspects of the 
0.B.U. secessionist movement as well as to the sympathetic 
strike. However, the stance assumed by the Buide te was not 
any more hostile to various aspects of militant unionism 
than that assumed by the "Loyalists" within the Edmonton 
Trades and Labor Council as reflected by the Edmonton Free 
Press. One such "Loyalist", Elmer Roper, has adjudged the 
Bulletin's position as being critical of the strike "but not 

SH ow Election Was Stolen By Unionists", Edmonton 
Bulletin, gJanuary 9, 1918. 


anni iver Protests the Election of Genl. Gries- 
bach", Edmonton Journal, January 29, 1918. 
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violently so."° 


An important factor in determining the Bulletin's 
stance vis-a-vis organized labor was the fact that as of 
May, 1917, Elmer Roper was an employee of the paper and had 
a good opportunity to influence the type of labor news being 
published in the daily. Roper apprenticed as a printer in 
Calgary when he was fourteen years old. He became a member 
of the Printing Pressmen's Union in 1911, and subsequently 
became prominent in the Calgary Trades and Labor Council. 
When, in 1917, the Bulletin secured a press from the Calgary 
Herald, Roper arrived in Edmonton to serve as press foreman 
for Oliver's publication.®© 

Each Saturday, the Edmonton Bulietin published a 
labor column, "In the World of Labor". Roper assembled in- 
formation for this column, receiving no remuneration for his 
labor reporting. - The Edmonton trade union establishment 
hence had its viewpoint propagated by a staunch "loyalist", 
and the Edmonton Bulletin maintained a fairly good relation- 
ship with organized labor. This relationship was desirable, 
for the trade unions had a certain influence on the circula- 
tion of the Bulletin. The circulation battles between the 
Journal and Bulletin were prolonged and bitter; during the 
1918-1919 period the war for readership was definitely going 


Seimer E. Roper, Letter to William Askin, 
November 9, 1972. 
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against Oliver's morning daily, and in favor of its after- 
noon rival. This is. evidenced by the circulation analysis 


contained in Appendix #5. 


The Edmonton Journal 

The Edmonton Journal was established in November, 
1903, by three entrepreneurs from Portage la Prairie -=- John 
Macpherson, John We Cummingham, and Arther Moore.® It was a 
Conservative Party organ, and remained so after its acquis- 
ition by Southam Limited in January, 1912." Shareholders in 
the Journal also included J. V. Woods, Charles Magrath, and 
We As a pieebache To the extent that partisan politicians 
such as Griesbach -- the nemesis of Frank Oliver in 1917 -- 
were involved in the Journal, the paper adopted a partisan 
political stance. To the extent that the paper was a prop- 
erty of the Southam chain, it was expected to be a money- 
making business and hence could not afford to alienate large 
sectors of the public in Edmonton and district. 

The Journal, as part of a national chain, was able 
to withstand fluctuations in circulation and advertising 
revenuee It was also able to provide better national and 
international news coverage than its independent rival, the 


Bulletin. While, prior to 1912 it was on a precarious fin- 


charles Bruce, News and the Southams (Toronto: 
Macmillan of Canada, 1968), p. 135. 
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ancial footing, after its acquisition it never lost money 
for the Southams. As the paper destined to ultimately rule 
supreme in a single-newspaper city (the Bulletin folded in 
1951), it, even in the 1918-1919 period exhibited those 
characteristics which are possessed by the modern mass- 
circulation daily. Such characteristics include: 

(a) a tendency to please as many and to offend as few 

readers as possible; 

(b) a tendency to cater to the "prevailing wisdom" and 

popular prejudice within a certain region; 

(c) a tendency to reinforce the political and economic 

status-quo without appearing illiberal or reactionary; 

and 

(d) a position of ostensible "objectivity" in news 

stories, and a willingness to allow a fairly broad 

spectrum of opinion to be published in signed columns 

and letters~to-the-editor secevense | 

While the above characteristics perhaps pertain to 

the contemporary Journal more than to the publication during 
the 1918-1919 period, the publication was very definitely 
departing from a position of militant conservatism at that 


time. While it catered to Edmonton's business community, it 


‘this list of attributes, by no means complete, 
relies heavily upon W. H. Kesterton, A History of Jour- 
nalism in Canada, Carleton Library No. 36 (Toronto: 
McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1967). See Chapter 6, 


"Qualitative Developments: How the Daily Newspaper 
Changed During the Twentieth Century", p. 118 ff. 
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took great pains to elicit readership from the salaried, 
wage~earning, and agrarian sectors of the population. A 
fairly lengthy farm section was designed to attract the sup- 
port of the farmers. The trade unionist readership, while 
tending to be more attracted to the Bulletin, was not ignor- 
ed by the Journal. In 1919, a;:feature involving news and 
comment about labor was introduced into the paper. This 
feature was entitled "Trades Unions and Labor.” Conducting 
the column was Rev. F. E. Mercer, an Edmonton clergyman 
sympathetic to the aspirations of organized labor. 

It is not being suggested that the Journal was, in 
any way, apolitical in 1918-1919. It editorially supported 
the Unionist government very staunchly, and intimated often 
that the Honorable Frank Oliver was a poor loser when he 
protested the election of W. A. Griesbach to Parliament in 
December, 1917. Hence, when Oliver petitioned the Supreme 
Court regarding the election in Edmonton West, the Journal 
headlined the event with the headings, "Voluminous Petition 
Covers 42 Charges, Some Being Most Trivial” and "Laurier 
Candidate in West Edmonton Asks for the Unseating of Sol- 


12 Such a political stance would not adversly affect 


dier." 
the circulation of the Journal. The white Anglo-Celtic 

component of the public in Edmonton and district supported 
the war effort on the whole, and Borden's Military Service 


Act and Wartime Elections Act did not have that much adverse 


126 dmonton Journal, January -29,,,1918 « 
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effect on this sector of the population which had already 
extended so much material contribution to the war effort. 

On the ethat hand, Frank Oliver's stance regarding conscrip- 
tion could not elicit too much tangible gratitude from those 
persons who would appreciate such a position. Many Germanic 
and other central European immigrants were disenfranchised 
by the Wartime Elections Act. At the same time, their ling- 
uistic situation would prevent them from rewarding Oliver 

for his unpopular stance by purchasing his paper. Therefore, 
Oliver, who hitherto used the Bulletin to such good effect 

to enhance his political career, weakened the Bulletin when 
his parliamentary career ended in a storm of controversay. 
The Journal benefited from all this; its Unionist bias merely 
pandered to the prevailing opinion in the Edmonton milieu, 
and was no long-range deterrent to its circulation. 

The socio-economic interests to which the Journal 
catered -- the urban businessmen and rural farmers (sharing 
to a considerable degree common petit bourgeois values) as 
well as the ethnic, social, and economic establishments of 
northern Alberta -- comprised that fraction of the populat- 
ion which had the time and education to read daily news- 
papers thoroughly and regularly. This readership was not 
only able to subscribe to the Journal on a steady basis, but 
also could sustain the publication by purchasing advertising 
Space. 

The Journal sought to maintain a thriving business 


climate in Edmonton -- its revenues depended largely upon 
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this -- and hence was interested in detering any manifes- 
tations of widespread labor unrest during the 1919 period. 


Therefore, the paper opted to land "responsible" leaders of 


the trade union movement -- on the whole, upholders of 
international craft unionism -- and to condemn those "rad- 
leals se .ande« Secessionists.. whos became so visible in 1919. 


The Journal evidently sought to influence the direction 
which organized labor took in 1919 by commenting favor- 
ably about manifestations of “labor statesmanship" and 
combatting manifestations of radicalism. The latter was 
accomplished as much by omission as by commission; the 
Journal often underemphasized or ignored the activities of 
"radicals" and "secessionists" and this was as an effective 
means of combatting labor unrest as was any overt attack 
against "radicalism". Thus, the trade union establishment 
benefitted from the Journal's position and was able to have 
its views reinforced in its pagese This deliberate policy 
on the part of the paper to influence the course of labor 
union developments in 1919 can be contrasted to the 
reflexive, actions/ofithe Bulletin wh@ch* tended to’ react, 
often in a sensational manner, to the actions of organized 
labor. 

The man who epitomized "pure and simple trades 
unionism" and had a vested interest in maintaining the 
ascendancy of "international" craft unionism in Canada, 
Samuel Gompers, addressed a joint session of the Senate and 


House of Commons on Friday, April 26, 1918. The Journal 
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went on to praise Mr. Gompers in an editorial, "The Honor of 
Samuel Gompers”: 
On Friday the guest [at a joint meeting of the 
Senate and the Commons] was Mr. Samuel Gompers, 
president of the American Federation of Laborece.e 

We have all along been too well aware what 

elements there were in the ranks of organized lab- 

Or as elsewhere, which consciously or unconsciously, 

were very ready to do Germany's work. Mr. Gompers 

has fought them at every stage with a courage and 

an ability which is beyond all praise. He has won 

respect all along the line and each day his auth- 

ority and prestige becomes greater. 13 
This editorial reflected the basic position of the Journal 
vis-a-vis organized labore The trade union establishment, 
as represented by Gompers, was praiseworthy. Those whom Mr. 
Gompers and the American Federation of Labor attacked in the 
labor movement during and after the war, represented dis- 
loyal and seditious elements, willing to undermine the pol- 
itical and economic underpinnings of the nation. 

The labor unrest encountered in Edmonton and dist- 
rict in 1918 and 1919 was to receive considerabie attention 
from both Edmonton dailies. The Bulletin, anti-Unionist and 
reflecting the populist liberalism of its founder, the Hon. 
Frank Oliver, could be expected to identify with the forces 
of protest and dissent which emerged during those years. 
This likelihood was realized to a degree. As long as this 
unrest was sporadic and remote from the Edmonton scene, the 


Bulletin sympathized with the striker and inveighed against 


those nebulous “combines" and "“profiteers" who were purport- 
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edly the cause of his proteste However, the liberalism of 
the Bulletin could not transcend the fundamental capitalist 
underpinnings of North American society. Once those under- 
pinnings seemed threatened, once the forces of dissent seem- 
ed to threaten the established order, and once the possibil-~ 
ity of massive unrest impinged upon the parochial serenity 
of the Bulletin editorial staff, the paper suddenly veered 
from a Unionist-baiting attitude to one of Red-baiting. 

This vacilation of the daily, accented by its sensaticnal 
style and unabashec partisanship, is in marked contrast to 
the essential consistency of the Journal. The latter pub- 
lication supported organized labor to the extent to which 
its establishment was willing and able to contain forces of 
militancy and radicalism within labor ranks. As the Journal 
reflected the interests of Canada's political and Edmonton's 
socio-economic establishment, it actively supported attempts 
by the trade union establishment to contain industrial unrest 


and hence to maintain economic stability. 
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Chapter VI 


LABOR UNREST IN 1918 AS VIEWED BY EDMONTON NEWSPAPERS 


Newspaper Coverage of Trade Union Oraanization 


While labor unrest in 1918 was extensive, and was 
the harbinger of the massive industrial disruptions of 1919, 
little indication was to be found in the Edmonton newspapers 
early in the year that all was not happy in the ranks of 
Organized labor. The Alberta Federation of Labor, holding 
its annual convention at Lethbridge as of January 7, 1918, 
received coverage in the Journal and the Bulletin which, 
while not extensive, tended to be cbhjective. The rather 
small coverage given to the convention of the Journal on 
January 7 and January 9, 1918, stressed the decision of the 
A..F. of L. to promote "a working-class party" within Alberta 
and the re-election of J. Ae Kinney as President of the Fed- 
eee tarts, The Bulletin stressed the same things, giving 
additional emphasis to the fact that the U.F.A. was barred 
fromeatfiliation to the labor shodyj-t.n<the.~groundspeine 
taken that farmers had different problems from the wage- 
earner and therefore had nothing in common." Perhaps the 
Liberal Bulletin saw fit to emphasize the inability of the 
A.F. of L. to strengthen links with the provincial farm body 
as the Liberal government in Edmonton could hardly benefit 


ledmonton Journal, January 7 and 9, 1918. 
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from such an alliance and, indeed as of 1921 when a measure 
of electoral agreement had been achieved by organized labor 
and the U.F.A., the apprehensions of partisan Liberals were 
certainly realized. 

As the content of the articles in the Journal on 
January 9 and the Bulletin on January 10, summing up the 
decisions of the A.Fe ‘of Ue convention, were similar, it ‘can 
be assumed that both papers relied on the same press services 
for their information. Most decisions were of a legislative 
nature; they involved specific objectives which labor desired 
from municipal and provincial governments in Alberta. A 
measure Of concern about the employment problems of returning 
soldiers was "indicated in &.F eof lL. “resolutions ¢ * The tcon- 
cerns of the A.F. of Le. regarding provincial labor legislat- 
ion were reflected in the activities of the E.T. & L.C. 
early in 1918. Hence, on January 22, the Journal, reporting 
on the regular meeting of the Council on January 21, 1918, 
stated that the labor body ".e.«ewent on record in support of 
the action taken by the Alberta Federation of Labor that 
there should be no amendments to the Factory Act until it 
had been given a trial."> The fact that some of the railway 
shops in Edmonton were seemingly ignoring the act was duly 
reported in the Journal. Similar coverage of this meeting 
Occured in the Bulletin on January 22. 

Besides its function of influencing labor legislat- 


Seumonton Journal, January 22, 1919. 
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ion, the E.T. & L.C.'s efforts to organize new locals rec- 
eived the attention of the presse Hence, at its meeting of 
oven 19, organizational questions were reported to have 
absorbed the delegates’ attention. The Journal introduced 
its coverage of this meeting with the major headline, "Dif- 
fidence Is Big Handicap of Organized Labor", followed by the 
minor headline, "Activities Extended and New Unions in Pro- 


; That this was a misleading headline 


cess of Formation.” 
was demonstrated by the article which revealed that the 
"diffidence” of trade unionists had to do with their failure 
tO. get-«ont thatcivic,voters’ lists: there ewas,no,'diffidence" 
Opsthe pariadfhE«T.»_& kExG.,officials,who: planned:tororganize 
retail clerks, laundresses, factory workers and clerical help 
in the period ahead. The Bulietin coverage of the same 
meeting accented the election of officers for 1918 and the 
request made to the Council by the G.W.V.A. asking for 
greater liaison between the two organizations.” 
Dissimilarity of reporting on the activities of the 
Trades Council was accented when a local of the Federal 
Workers’ Union of Canada had been organized for Edmonton. 
This. local ,accordings touthe,Bulletin,.was,to,takesin “...<a11 
classes of labor not at present organized...irrespective of 
race, creed, or sexe” The Journal on the same day wrote an 


article headlined, "Enlist Chinese In Provincial Labor 


4— dmonton Journal, March 19, 1978. 
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Movement -= All Celestial Workers to Be Affiliated With New 


Organization."© 


The latter paper revealed that the Chinese 
were to be organized in a local of their own, affiliated to 
the F.W.eU., in a manner similar to that attempted in Calgary. 
This report was followed by a second which indicated that 
the "..«eOriental workingmen did not take kindly to the idea, 
preferring to keep to the societies and clubs they already 
had formed among themselves."* It would appear that the 
Journal chose to concentrate on a narrow aspect of the 
F.W.U.'s organizational campaign in Edmonton ~-- its attempt 
to recruit Chinese workers -- in spite of the fact that a 
fairly large local of the unicn, consisting initially of 
forty members, was formed.® 

Several union locals comprising civic employees 
experienced friction with the City of Edmonton in 1918. 
In one instance, strike action ensued. In two other cases, 
the bad feelings resulting from this friction probably was 
an important factor explaining their strike action in 1919. 
The streetrailwaymen were never to enjoy peace with the util- 
ities committee of the City Council after their strike of 
1917. The City had hired strikebreakers in that year, and 
many of these scabs were working on the street railway in 


1918. The unsettled conditions among street railway employ- 


o inantontioiinain Manebusty T9184 


TPdmonton Journal, April 16, 1918. 
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ees necessitated the drafting of ".e«a by-law to cover 
conditions of employment on the street railway."” In order 
to give the union viewpoint about the contents of the by-law, 
the street railway employees elected a six-man committee to 
meet with the unilities committee. At this meeting on Feb- 
urary 6, 1918, a second committee of employees, comprising 
"new men", the strike-breakers of 1917, also arrived. Both 
Edmonton dailies seizad upon this division in the ranks of 
the streetrailwaymen to cast aspersions on the validity of 
the official “union committee". The Bulletin headlined its 
coverage of the meeting with "Old and New Men of the Street 
Railway Department Fight for Representation." 9 The Journal 
also accented this division in the ranks of the workers, a 
division which explains the mendicant position of the union 
in 1918 which prevented it from asking for any substantial 
wage increases: 
H. K. Montgomery, chairman of the “union committee", 
said that in view of the statement of the city's 
financial condition, they were agreed that no in- 
crease of wages be considered. 

It was pointed out that...there was some ad- 
justment required of the wages paid flagmen and 
watchmene 11 

The street railway continued to dominate a considerable 


portion of local labor news during 1918, a chief question at 


issue being the relative position on the seniority list of 


°F dmonton Bulierin, February 7, 1916. 
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"old employees", "new employees", and returned soldiers 
granted leaves-of-absence from the street railway during 
their periods of military service. 

A second source of friction between the City and 
unionized employees occured within the ranks of the firemen. 
During 1917, considerable animosity was engendered between 
the firemen and the Edmonton city council when the former 
Fought Foretherrecognitionvofytheireunionvandsthebasecuring.of 
an agreement over working conditions. One of the provisos of 
the settlement. finally reached, was that "seniority should 
have due consideration in promotions." This provision was 
Only reluctantly agreed to by the firemen as they wanted 
seniority to be the sole basis for promotion. The question 
of promotion reached critical proportions when Fire Chief 
Henderson resigned in December, 1917. On December 27, the 
city commissioners and Mayor Evans appointed a Mr. R. G. 


Davidson as fire Shiehous 


The appointee was not only not 
appointed from the ranks of Edmonton's firemen, he was 
residing in Chicago at the time of the appointment. After 
stewing over this appointment during January, 1918, the fire 


13 Resulting from this, 


brigade struck on February 1, 1918. 
a labor dispute arose in Edmonton which, while not of sig- 
nificance in the larger context of western Canadian labor 


history, was sufficient to divide the citizens of Edmonton 


l2uthe Story of the Strike", Edmonton Bulletin, 
March 1, 1918. j 
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into two camps during the month of February and was only 
resolved by a plebiscite in March, 1918. The issue probably 
Occupied more newspaper space in Edmonton than any other 
local event in 1918, and gave the two dailies ample oppor- 
tunity for editorial battles. It is thus a fitting dispute 
for in-depth analysis. 

The Journal of February 1, 1918, described the 
installation of Davidson as new chief by acting-Mayor W. H. 
Martin and Commissioner Harrison. At this point, the fire- 
men struck and established strike headquarters at Labor Hall. 
While the Journal made some effort to indicate the firemen's 
side of the dispute, there can be no doubt that the paper 
favored thesaction fof eGity (\Counciierionhthfrom the start: 
Hence, it reported on February 2 the view of the acting-~ 
Mayor that “due consideration” was given promotion of an Ed-~ 
monton fireman prior to the hiring of Davidson. '4 On Feb- 
ruary 4, a statement from W. H. Martin was publicized ind- 
icating that "...on January 30 the firemen sent in an ult- 
imatum demanding the appointment of one of their own men and 
positively stating they would serve under no other." 

While the Journal tended to be pro-administration, 
the Bulletin was solidly pro-firemen. While the firemen's 
strike involved a fundamental question cf collective bar- 
gaining, and in some ways the Bulletin was no more pro-labor 


than was the Journal, the firemen represented a popular 


— nan 


146 dmonton Journal, February 2, 1918. 


y igo’) mia bias PTR Aw oreo -cntt pri v q 
iidedng swese ast F BPOE. Cities gite ; : 
foigo Ne riers Seana, 92 Roane Oa het! a 
pact (hema) eal Olas mal ‘<a sas BE prin: 9 Be nb, t 

pr ca 3" eran bt «ent eiad Tedenvabe” ae 
obaelaiei nite 

ciacteub 5 Hea f yrevace) Te Saget set a 

“OV mele Dr Kida eh wits iia ow néebkvuell oe noise tas 


aie 


2h Dh ~y ooladet Lehi OSD: tee: u 
clink “dad's ody ciphawt a GGhe bere L0Ggee Ores — 
sfarks way sPaiostyal pe Sees eoonegn | shew Soscrz png! . bi: ae 
go)? aN? Sane tenho ee ser eed Sei mls | 
jelzaks Ot Qe eighe Figo ures ‘suelo: aid 
~aleag SH eo gels ure)? - peeled re badtOqet ah 
s FLL ere Lae Dvn * amie Aaeob tunes eu" duvide 
NPAs) ty aeeThA wild 62 obylg’ nemer hth nl 
oyvdabidgg Ge whigel wa Westy pretest ase ns | ) is 
ae teaee funy will wins ih. ahd 0 8 0 dadtone v7 
i ue! 4 a. ls 20) 8Ag “5 CLL wild ghtbnamabi ue: 
ig i Fane avait ‘piste. yard pabtwrs. Viewed 
(nebo t to dati es act hebrnd dengue’ ads wl idw | | 


Synz Ly). wit olny \ vitor twang qiakiod. enw tig. i 


a - 


| an) yi dag hhods ie ag lalate tadnownbynt ¢keviovels 


gece: 


= bib eo7Q sien. + ¥ ditwttwe wd ie Savi +i phe | 


Hi: | setugec a sialit, iirc ieee Te 


a i 
' 


126 


issue that could aid its circulation problems. The firemen 
were involved in a dangerous occupation that involved a cer- 
tain amount of glamour. Hence, when the Bulletin reported 
that "Seventy-Seven Men Doffed Their Uniforms Yesterday 
Afternoon," it indicated the extent to which the public sup- 
ported the strikers" stand: 

They [the strikers] are confident that they have 

the support of the public in the move that they 

have taken. As they walked along Jasper Avenue 

they were told by many passers-by to “stay with 

TEsPEL 15 

The Bulletin stressed during the whole dispute that 
the Edmonton fire brigade was efficient and that strike- 
breakers appointed by Chief Davidson were not. The fund- 
amental question of seniority being the basis for promotion 
was replaced by the more bourgeois concept of "efficiency." 
This was accented by a Bulletin editorial on February 2, 
oot 
If we don't need a fire brigade we should not 

have to pay for one. But we do need a brigade 

very urgently and we need efficiency, We had 

efficiency. It may be a very long time before we 

have equal efficiency. And many things may happen 

in the interval. 16 
This editorial was augmented by intimations that serious 
fires would break out which would not be competently subdued 


by the strikebreaking fire brigade. Insurance rates would 


90 up. To drive home the latter contention, the visit to 


156 dmonton Boltebiny Leebruarys2,wd916n 


16uthe Fire Situation”, Edmonton Bulletin, 
February 2, 1918. 
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Edmonton on February 3 by R. G. Creighton, Alberta repres- 
entative of the Western Canadian Association of Fire Under- 
writers, was stressed. Accompanying this report was a vague 
reference to "many people" who were “inclined to think that 


the organization of a new department [ would | mean an increase 


in the [fire insurance] rates." / 


The contention that the "new" fire brigade would 
prove inadequate in face of an emergency proved to be a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. On Sunday, February 24, the New 
Maryland Hotel, along with adjacent businesses, was gutted 
by fire. The estimated damage was $260,000 which was only 
partially covered by insurance. 


the Tire; wheehtissetiermost disastrouss ..foer 
many years, will be made the subject of a search- 
ing investigation, both as to its cause and as to 
the efficiency displayed in its handling by Chief 
Davidson and the brigade which has been arganized 
LOereplace the CLLY Ss Tiree T2onLing TOrce which 
went on strike two weeks ago. 18 


Accompanying the large, front page story, was a tally of 


fire damage in Edmonton since February 19, 1918. The total 


nfs) 


damage was estimated to be $240,000. Next to the feature 


article was a statement from Mayor H. M. E. Evans that 


17egmonton Bulletin, February 2, 1918. 


185 dmonton Bulletin, February 25, 1918. 


this included the fire damage to the New Maryland 
Hotel, a "conservative" estimate being $220,000. As can be 
seen by the two estimates on the same page, consistency was 
not always a virtue of the Bulletin. It was the $260,000 
figure which was part of a headline, set with B/4" tyne, at 
the top of the edition. 
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striking firemen, watching the blaze, were asked to help but 
practised "something less than good citizenship" by replying 
that “they would help if [the Mayor| would call off the new 
force and put ex-Chief Henderson in charge." Several strik- 
ing firemen, and ex-Chief W. G. Henderson, had statements 
published rebutting Evans' allegations.2° The effect of this 
group of charges and counter-charges was to create the im- 
pression that the mayor impeded the fire-fighting by ignor- 
ing the services of experienced firemen. 

The Bulletin was a major factor in influencing 
public opinion acainst the decision of City Council to hire 
Davidson. This was of considerable importance when the 
labor unrest of 1919 is considered. The Council was made up 
almost entirely of businessmen or professicnals, such as the 
lawyer C. H. Grant, who possessed a business ethos. The 
trade unionist J. A. Kinney had to elicit support from bus- 
inessmen of City Council in order to exact concessions for 
labor. On February 12, 1918, a resolution was introduced in 
Council to cancel the appointment of Davidson. Supporting 
the resolution were Aldermen C. H. Grant, J. A. Kinney, H. 
Milton Martin and S. J. McCoppen.<" All but Kinney, were up 
for re-election in December, 1918. While their resolution 


was defeated by a vote of 5 to 4, they were on the winning 


215 dmonton Bulletin, February 13, 1918. 
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side of an issue which would have an important hearing on 
the December 9 votes Significantly, Hs wWe Martin» (not. ta,be 
confused with H. Milton Martin who devoted considerable ef- 
fort in December, 1918, to make sure that the electorate 
would not be so confused) was defeated on December 9. So 
was C. P. Wilson, Joseph Clarke's sole mayoralty opponent. 
Both were aldermen who voted in favor of retaining the U.S. 
import as Fire Chief. This was impolitic when it is consid- 
ered that a petition containing 10,878 names was presented 
routhe Gouncil by Alfmedsharmilo.on Eebruary 2. .asking, that 
a Fire Chief be selected from among the firefighting ranks.-” 
Prior to the December election, those aldermen who had backed 
the striking,.firemen capitalized jwpon this. fact at public 
election.forums..) So .didii< f..Clarke, who was, very evocal in 
his support of the firemen during February when mass meetings 
were held to endorse the action of the strikers.<* The out~ 
come of the firemen's dispute, and that of the December 
elections, had a salutary effect on aldermen who had to cope 
with the labor unrest of 1919 and had their eye upon re- 
election in December 1919. 

The Edmonton Journal not only endorsed the appoint- 
ment of Davidson, but actively aided the civic administration 


22 gmonton Journal, December 10, 1918. 


23 dmonton Bulletin, February 13, 1918. 

246 oe the... dmonton Jeupnal,. pebruanye18, 1919, 
for coverage of such a mass meeting at Norwood Methodist 
Church on Saturday, February 16, 1918. 
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in its recruitment of a strikebreaking fire brigade. This 
was done by impressing upon "public-spirited" citizens the 
need to volunteer for service in the "new" brigade in order 
to save the lives and property of Edmontonians. On February 
4, the paper published a statement by acting-Mayor W. H. 
Martin and continued to publish statements from time to time 
emanating from the supporters of the appointment of Davidson. 
On February 9 the Journal published on page one a letter 

sent to the "morning paper” by Mayor Evans but which was 
obviously concocted for the benefit of the “afternoon paper". 
When Wm. G. Murray and Hugh C. Mackay of the Firemen's Assoc-~ 
iation wrote a letter to the Bulletin, the original letter 
and Mayor Evans’ rebuttal were published in the Journalies> 
The paper avoided the belligerent tone of its competitor 
when it editorialized on the dispute. It exuded “sweet 
reason" ,eforwias enot athe eci Vic cadministration tacting “inéa 
manifestly reasonable manner? A typical editorial, of Feb- 
ruary 11, did "..e.not deny the justice of the principle of 
promotion through service", but nevertheless maintained that 
AOa tae pminelp le sof hlaucorejusitscs [was| violated through 

the appointment of Chief Davidson." The Journal professed 

to be not hostile to organized labor and was not prejudiced 
by the fact that the firemen's action had been endorsed by 


r 


; 26 
many trade unlons. 


25F dmonton Journal, February 12, 1976% 


266 dmonton Journal, febsuary 1713, 1976. 
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ThesEwts &elcesed eadership latched on) te the fire-— 
men's dispute as a means of accomplishing several goals 
simultaneously. The contractual status of civic employees 
and: their unions, already alluded to in the case of the 
streetrailwaymen, was a pressing problem in 1918. With the 
question of the employment of returning soldiers growing 
more acute, it was necessary to ensure job security for 
civic employees, seniority being the basis for such security. 
The strike of the streetrailwaymen in 1917 demonstrated the 
need for agreements with the city which would ensure union 
recognition and the right to use the strike weapon with a 
measure of protection against strikebreaking. The 1917 
strike weakened the credibility of the E.T. & L.C. leader- 
ship when many strikers accused them of rendering insuf-~ 
faeiemtssupporé ongthatsoccasion.fidustias’ they Esai veaeeeg. 
executive: could) noteaffordsto sacrifice the firefighters: and 
further reduce their credibility, neither could they resist 
the opportunity to capitalize on a strike that had massive 
public sh poaeee Furthermore, the Labor Representation 
League, which was in the process of metamorphosing into the 
Edmonton branch of the Dominion Labor Party, undoubtedly 
possessed tacticians who realized the political potential of 
the Firemen's strikee By the time of the December election, 
the D.L.P. was in a position to field such candidates as A. 


Pail 


Farmilo and J. W. Findlay. The laborites desired a greater 


27F imonton Journal, November 23, 1918. 
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presence’ incivic’ politics, not only to give organized lebor 
greater influence at City Hall, but also as a means of weak- 
ening the influence of socialists such as Joe Knight. Prac- 
tical politics was a further factor determining the zeal 
with which the’ E.T. & L.C. intervened in the firemen"s 
dispute. 

One clear indicator of organized labor's attempts 
to reverse the decision of City Council was the prominence 
Of Alfred fFarmilo and J. Findlay, President of the E.7T. & 
L.C., at mass meetings organized to protest Council's: act- 
ions. Another was the large number of letters published in 
the Journal and Bulletin from Edmonton union locals. As a 
result of organized pressure from labor and its allies, City 
Council on February 23 resolved by a vote of 8 - 1 to put 
the question to a plebiscite.-" The ballot for the pleb- 
iscite asked, "Do you support the stand taken by the city 
council with respect to the fire department?". A footnote 
at the bottom of the ballot paper explained that a "Yes" 
vote would represent a vOte af confidence in City Council 
and would lead to a termination of the firefighters' strike, 
whereas a "No" vote would lead to the re-employment of all 
members of the striking brigade and that a chief would be 
hired from their penises: 


The days preceding the March 4, 1918 plebiscite saw 


28- Gmonton Bulletin, February 25, 1918. 


27° dmonton igurnais February 27, 1918. 
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a Massive campaign by both organized labor and those bus- 
iness interests (represented on City Council by Mathew 
Esdale, George Pheasey, H. W. Martin, and C. Wilson) who 
supported the hiring of Davidson. A “Citizens’ Plebiscite 
Committee” emerged which, while spending heavily on adver- 
tising urging a "yes" vote for the plebiscite, neglected to 
indicate its membership or sources of financial support. A 


typical advertisement read: 


Agitators’ False Statement 


It is Not a Fight Against Trade Unionism 
The Agitators Say It Is and It Is Absolutely False 


Vote 'yos-' Citizens” Plebiscite Commitves 


30 


Pejorative labelling -- the "name calling" propaganda device 
-- was featured in the Committee's advertisements. Labels 
Suchi@as “agitators”, “false”, “principle violated", etc. 
taxed the lexicon of the "citizens". The “band wagon" prop- 
aganda device was emphasized in the advertising of the E. T. 


& U.GitandiitseaffitiatessroOnesadvertisement read: 


The Day Is Won 


Because 1. The Old Brigade is the most efficient 
fire-fighting crganization in Canada. 

Because 2. The fair-minded people of Edmonton will 
not stand for secret sessions, deter- 
mining public policies, being held at 
City Hall. 

Because 3. Right IS Might and no matter how many 
strings or bluffs are pulled the TRUTH 
must be known and Right must prevail. 


er 


30° amanton Bulletin, March 2, 1918. 
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Because 4. The protection of lives or property 
cannot be trusted to green and incom- 
petent men when Edmonton's boast for 
the past years has been its efficient 


brigade and we must have their exper- 
ienced protection. 


Because 5e A campaign of calumny cannot conceal 
the facts of the case. 

Because 6. Oh! What's the use of further argu- 
ment? Your answer must be shown by 
your ballot Monday. 

Their last Hope Is Gone -~ The Injunction Has Been 


Refused 
BE SURE AND VOTE mygnel 


: The two Edmonton dailies were quite partisan in 
their opposite stances regarding the strike. The Bulletin 
certainly spared no effort to unseat Davidson and simul- 
taneously to score a victory over the Journal. Hence, 
Oliver's paper devoted massive amounts of editorial space to 
promote a large “No" vote on March 4. One editorial main- 
tained: 

«««(I]nstead of taking reasonable means to secure 

eee [Fire] protection the mayor and council maj- 

ority through their "Citizens’ Plebiscite Commit- 

tee" are attempting to support their case before 

the citizens by the grossest misrepresentation and 

misstatements directed against the most faithful 

and efficient employees the city ever had. 32 
Editorials were but one device used by the Bulletin to per- 
Suade sthe *huib lic. * Gin its Letters tc the editor’ '*calunns, 
the number of letters published favoring the strikers great- 


ly exceeded those opposing their position. The following 


analysis reveals the type of letter published from February 
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2 until March 7, 1918. 


Letters In Favor Against 
Of Strikers* "Neutral"** Strikers*** Totals 
14 es 5 22 
Letters In Favor 
bre No VOLE "Neutral" Vote. .os- 
4 1 % 16 


26 4 8 38 


* Includes letters from union locals such as Lodge #10 of 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers, 
Reoent Mc neniin of cine. Fe len fe Lis Cou OG. 


** One "Neutral" letter is from Mayor H. M. E. Evans while 
another criticizes the efficiency of the "new brigade". 


*¥** Tncludes letters from Mayor H. M. Evans and Ald. W. H. 
Martin as well as from the Board of Trade. 

(As some of the letters sent to the Bulletin were incorp- 

Orated in news stories and hence are not legitimately "“let- 

ters to the editor", the count may be disputed as to exact- 

iiuds, out not as to Lts validity as an indicator of puvlic 

support and Bulletin bias.) 

The Journal was more restrained in its editorial 
comment. As public opinion apparently favored the “old 
brigade", too belligerent an attitude would be detrimental 
to circulation. At the same time, those businessmen comp- 
rising the Citizens’ Plebiscite Committee had the finances 
to buy their own advertising, and a plethora of "Vote Yes" 
advertisements cluttered the Journal until the plebiscite 


vote had transpired. A long, but equivacating, editorial on 
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February 25 supported vaguely the City Council position 
while, on March 1, a much more specific advocacy of a "Vote 
Yes" position was oiven. 

Letters about the strike and plebiscite were few in 
the Journal, either as a result of a willful reluctance to 
publish such letters, or due to an aversion on the part of 
the public to use the pages of the paper as a forum. Six 
letters favoring the strike were all mailed by union locals. 
Two Opposing the firemen consisted of a letter from acting- 
Mayor W. H. Martin and one from a strikebreaker. The maj- 
ority of the City Council, including the mayor, had its view- 
point propagated in the form of “statements to the press" 
incorporated as articles. Regarding the plebiscite, the 
Journal published side-by-side, "Two Opinions on Plebiscite” 
on February 28, one letter being written by James Ramsay, 
M.eL.Ae, who intended to vote "Yes", and the other by Alex 
Livingston who intended to vote "No". This one exercise in 
“objectivity” was about the only opportunity for the public 
to use the Journal as a forum. R. G. Stewart of the Minis- 
terial Association was able to have a letter published stat- 
ing that the Association was "neutral" even though individual 
clergymen were entitled to express their own views. Both 
factions in the controversy were naturally anxious to show 
that "God was on their side", and Rev. Stewart felt it nec- 
essary to disabuse the public of any notion that Divine 
Truth was supporting either City Council or the firemen. 


The vote plurality favoring the striking firemen on 
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March 4 was remarkable. Of 8,789 votes cast, 6,539 were 


33 


"No" votes and 2,250 were "yes". On -Mareh 67 "T1978, Sthe 


"old" brigade resumed their work with R. Davis, veteran emp- 
loyee of the Edmonton fire brigade, assuming the office of 
Fire Chief. All members of the "new" brigade, and ex-Chief 


Davidson, were discharged from their positions the same 
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day. Organized labor was jubilant at the outcome and 


votes of appreciation extended to the Bulletin were promptly 
published in that paper: 


To The Edmonton Bulletin: 

At a large and enthusiastic meeting held tonight 
in the Trades and Labor Hall, a general vote of thanks 
tovthe Bulletin fer its loyal’ support to the cause of 
the firemen was passed by an unanimous vote. 

(stoned) I. A. Kinney, Chairman 
Bdmanten, March 4th; 81916. 


To Hon. Frank Oliver: 

Sir; -- The members of the old fire brigade wish 
to tender you their sincerest gratitude for your 
splendid support during our hard fight for our rights. 

Coming from a man who has held one of the highest 
offices in the Dominion, such support carries double 
weight. 

We can assure you that your stand in this matter 
will never be forgotten by the old brigade. 

Signed on behalf of the firemen, 

35 We G. Murray, President 

Edmonton? Marehe4th 19784 


The consequences of the 1918 firemens' strike were 
considerable as far as Edmonton's political and labor history 
were concerned. The credibility of a political strategy for 
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labor was snhanced, and the need for general strike action 
was reduced. Prior to the March 4, vote, spokesmen for 
organized labor intimated that they were willing and able to 
use the general strike weapon if this were necessary to 


assist the fir: chee D 


These threats proved unnecessary, and 
the victory at the polls gave credence to the arguments of 
those who were pressing for greater involvement by labor in 
electoral politics. In the December, 1917 civic election, 
nearly one thousand fewer voted than during the March, 1918 
plebiscite.’ -The plebiscite represented an issue which 
involved much interest on the part of the working-class 
voter in civic politics. In the working-class section of 
Edmonton, east of 101 Street and north of the Saskatchewan, 
the vote was overwhelmingly "No". Encouraged by their vic- 
tory, the laborites under the aegis of the Dominion Labor 
Party fielded a large slate of aldermanic candidates in the 
December, 1918 election, and one of its nominees, J. J. 
McKenzie (South Side), was added to City Council to provide 
some backing for J. Ae Kinney.-° 

The political future of J. A. Clarke was bright. 
When running in the 1918 mayoralty contest, he received the 


3a 


official endorsation of the D.L.eP. This endorsation was 


356 dmonton Bulletin, March 2, 1918. 
37. dmonton Bulletin, March 5, 1916. 
38F gmonton Journal, December 10, 1918. 


39°F dmonton Bulletin, December 3, 1918. 
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important, for Clarke was engaged in a two-way fight. In 
1917, he was engaged in a five-way fight and, although he 
came in second, he trailed H. Evans by 2,196 votes (Evans 
getting 4,134 votes and Clarke Moe ie His stance during 
the firemen's dispute secured sufficient support from the 


Advert 


East End working-class vote to ensure his victory. 
political impact of labor, while rewarding Clarke and alder-~ 
men who supported the firemen in 1918, at the same time may 
have rendered more cautious those businessmen who financially 
supported the Citizens*® Plebiscite Committee. In 1919, dur- 
ing the Edmonton sympathetic strike, some of these business- 
men were probably more hesitant to invest time and money in 

a citizens’ committee when the plebiscite of 1918 was recal- 
led. 

It is likely that the firemen's strike determined 
the outcome of the attempt by members of the Civic Service 
Union, local 52, to secure a working agreement and a new 
salary schedule from City Council during July, 1918. While 
Toronto, Winnipeg, and Vancouver were threatened by strikes 
in their civil services, a fairly reasonable settlement was 
attained in Edmonton - The nandling of tolSs= civic service 
was reported very objectively by the Bulletin, whereas the 


Journal was true~to-form in its coverage with its use of 


40- gmonton Bulletin, March 5, 1918. 


Ale amonten Journal, December 10, 1918. 


426 dmonton Bulletin, yulyy205. 1918. 
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such headlines as "City Receives Ultimatum From Clerical 
Staff." Yet, the Journal proved to be surprisingly subdued 
in its coverage of the civic election of December, 1918, 
when labor's friend, Joseph Clarke, tackled Charles £. Wilson 
for the mayoralty post. The paper naturally supported 
Charles E. Wilson as he was the candidate of the business 
interests of Edmonton: 

e+eThose who wish to see the city's business admin- 

istered on sound lines within the next year should 

between now and election day spare no effort to 

secure Mr. Wilson's return. 43 

The Journal was at least consistent. It positively 

supported Wilson, and left the "mud-slinging”" to the Bul- 
etines The latter paper, iqnoring its circulation battles 
for awhile, supported Wilson and also proceeded to launch a 
vigorous editorial campaign against Clarke. The Bulletin 
referred often to Clarke's activities in 1914-1915 when, as 
an alderman, he was chairman of the safety and health com- 
mittee of City Council under Mayor McNamara. In several 
editorials the paper suggested that Clarke was "soft" on the 
prostitution question: 

In regard to his aldermanic activities as chair- 
man of the safety and health committee, which related 
to the repression, or encouragement, of crime and 
vice in the city, we have the report of an invest- 
igation by Mr. Justice Scott -~ the result of several 
indignation meetings of citizens -- which has a much 
more direct bearing on Mr. Clarke's candidature for 


mayor of Edmonton than Mr. Congdon's opinion of his 
Yukon record. 44 


a 


436 dmonton Journal, November, 23, 1918. 


44. imonton Bulletin, December 6, 1918. 
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OneDecember)9, thenBulletdne diven editorial, entis leds Tic 
Save or To Wreck", maintained that "[t]he men who think the 
city is worth saving and who want to save it are voting for 
Wilson." It is interesting that the combined support of the 
Bulletin and the Journal could not save Mr. Wilson's polit- 
ical career. While working-class voters voted heavily in 
favor of J. Clarke, the candidate received fairly healthy 
support from prosperous west Edmonton. Perhaps sufficient 
middle class voters, titilated by Clarke's handling of pros- 
tibutes ‘and. tintriqgued bylhis “Yukon record”, ventured: forth 
to vote for Clarke in order to see what Edmonton would be 


like with him as chief magistrate. 


Other Manifestations of Labor Unrest in 1918 

As much of the labor unrest in Edmonton and dist- 
rict involved locals whose strike action of necessity was 
co-ordinated with that of others on a regional or national 
basis, much of the labor unrest indicated in Edmonton's 
dailies was part of a wider pattern. This unrest centered 
in the coal-mining and railway industries. The first of 
these, the coal-mining industry, experienced unrest through- 
out most of the war (see Chapter II). In January, 1918, 
comments were being made about the desirability of conscrip- 
ting "alien enemy labor" (i.e., Canadians who had the ill- 
fortune to emigrate from Central Europe prior to World War I, 
and were disenfranchised because of the Wartime Elections 
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force at wages somewhat less than enviable). The need for 
such "conscription" was revealed by the Journal which 
editorialized about the “higher wages" being paid to miners 
at Drumheller, many of these being from Central Europe (and 
categorized by the Southam paper as being "Germans" and 
“Austrians”). On the basis of an"in-deptH’ Journal examin- 
ation (the interviewing of one mine manager at Drumheller), 
the paper revealed that the average daily wage was $9.73, 
and during December, 1917, the entrepreneur being inter- 
viewed “believed” that the average at his mine was $13.00 
per day. 
If these figures are correct, the proposal to 
conscript alien enemy labor would not be hard to 
justify. The fact should not be overlooked that 
the consumer must ultimately pay these wages. 45 
The question of unrest in the coal mines continued 
to preoccupy the Edmonton Journal during the winter of 1918, 
a preoccupation ostensibly due to the Journal's concern for 
the plight of the public: 
In Canada men and women have frozen to death 
in the past because of strikes in the mines. 
Immense losses have been sustained by those who 
had nothing to do with railroading because of a 
dispute between railway companies and those on 
their payrolls. 46 
In spite of the populace freezing to death because of mining 
strikes, the Journal subsequently reassured its readership 
that all was not bleak for, according to an article by Mr. 
456 umonton Journal, January 1, 1918. 


46¢ umontan Journal, January 5, 1918. 
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John T. Stirling in the Canadian Mining Institute Bulletin 
cited by the daily paper, "...the production for the year 
[1917] was approximately 4,700,000 tons which constitutes 


a record," =~ 


The Journal did not explain why some of this 
massive tonnage was not rushed to those persons on the verge 
of freezing to death at the time of strikes. 

The Journal*s concern about striking miners was not 
shared by the Bulletin with the same degree of vehemence. 
The “alien element", tending to support Hon. Frank Oliver 
prior to the disenfranchisement in 1917, was extended some 
degree of charity. Disputes in local mines in September, 
1918, were covered in a contrasting manner by the two 
dailies. When miners struck at the Bell mine at Namao 
(operated by Sturgeon Consolidated Collieries), the Journal 
headlined the event with the news that “Aliens Benefit If 
Wages Go Up" and that “The Owners State They Will Close Up 
If Workers Win". The Sturgeon dispute was regarded as a 
part of a movement for wage ingreases at local mines (Bush, 
Humberstone, Clover Bar, Twin City, McPeck, and the Dawson) 
initiated by the U.M.W.A. Villains in this clammor for wage 
increases were S. Begalli and P. M. Christopher, two union 
Organizers. What galled the Journal was that: 

eee large majority of the miners for whom these 
high wages are now being demanded are aliens, 
the proportion running from fifty to seventy per 


cent in the Edmonton mines and even to larger 
figures in the other fields. Alien miners at 


oR 


476 dmonton Journal, January 15, 1918. 
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the rate of $20.00 per day, and have been dissat- 

Pied at that. 48 
The following day, the Journal reported that a settlement 
had been reached at the Sturgeon mine. John Lomas, Pres- 
ident of the Sturgeon local #418 of the U.M.W.A., signed 
an agreement terminating on April 1, 1919. The paper re- 
ported that: 

The complexion of the mining force at Namao 

is said to be pretty evenly divided between British 

subjects and aliens. President Lomas is himself 

ay peturned soldier wwe 149 
Happily, considering that September 19 headline, the mine 
Owners did not "Close Up", but decided to pass on wage 
increases to the consuner in the form of higher prices. 

The Bulletin ignored the "alien" question when 

discussing the campaign for higher wages. A headline on 
September 20, 1918, revealed that [the] "Consumer, if 
Proposed Schedule Becomes Effective, Will Have to Pay Much 
More Per Ton for Coal". The situation at the Humberstone 
company mine was focussed upon, and some slight attention 
was paid to the situation at the Sturgeon Consolidated 
Collieries. Listing wage increases to the Humberstone 
miners from July, 1916 to July, 1918, it was concluded with- 
in the page one "news item" thats 


It is amply evident from this statement of 
successive increases of wages to the miners that 
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46 amonton Journal, September 19, 1918. 


49° dmonton Journal, Semtember 20, 1918. 
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increase of prices to the consumer has accom-~ 
panied and kept pace with the increase of wages. 
«relt}he fuel’ controller who has, .«e«required the 
Operators to make increases of wages to the miners 
haseeeauthorised the operators and dealers to 
increase the price to the consumer. 50 

Unrest on Canadian railways received considerable 
coverage in Edmonton's papers. The Journal on January 4, 
Qave prominence to the actions of Director General McAdoo 
in promoting the smooth functioning of U.S. railways. As 
McAdoo was instrumental in establishing pay scales for U.S. 
railway employees which eventually set similar wage pat- 
terns for Canadian railroaders, this coverage indicated 
impending Canadian developments. Hence, On habruary We. 
1510, the Scutham. paper, proclaimed,that "4,000 €.P.R. Men 
Given Generous Wage Increases". The men affected in western 
Canada were mainly freight employees at this stage, and their 
increases were reported to be nearly 25%. 

The federated shopmen were similarly attempting to 
gain pay increases on the basis of the U.S. McAdoo awards, 
but the possibility of strike action existed when the Can- 
adian Railway War Board and the negotiators of the shopmen 
reached an impasse over the extent of such awards. The 
Journal suggested that the strike threat existed because the 
shopmen and their negotiators were somewhat moronic and 
incapable of understanding the benefits to be bestowed upon 
them because of the McAdoo awards and the liberality of the 
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OF dmonton Bulletin, September 20, 1918. 
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Railway War Board.” 


The situation, according to the paper 
on July 8, 1918, was so serious that a general strike of 
shopmen throughout Canada was a real possibility. On July 
10, railway shopmen in Winnipeg voted in favor of a strike, 
this strike having the potential of triggering a nation-wide 
shutdown. On July 11, the Journal intimated that it was 
impatience motivating the railway employees; they were not 
"«eeeprepared to wait till the McAdoo award had been given 


in the United States™< 2 


The Bulletin clearly indicated why 
the shopmen did not strikee A headline on July 20 revealed 
that "International Presidents of Shopmen's Unions in U.S. 
Opposed to Strike in Canada." Minor headlines added that 
the U.S. presidents "Will Refuse All Support in Event of 
Canadian Unions Rejecting McAdoo Award as Amended" and 
"Charters Will Be Rescinded, It is Declared, and Unions Left 
To Shift for Themselves." The “international” presidents 
were merely apn yon policies of the American Federation of 
Labor to their Canadian appendages (i.e., as far as possible, 
™no strikes in wartime.) °° 

The possibility of the shopmen striking, while 
diminished, raised the question of an east-west cleavage 


within the ranks of organized labor. Hence, the Bulletin 


revealed on July 23 that the "..«intervention of the railway 


Sle monton Journal, July 6, 1918. 


92 dmonton Journad,.JuLy: 1142 1918. 


53e dmonton Bulletin, July 20, 1918. 
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department of the American Federation of Labor...was suffic- 
ient to prevent the sending out of a strike call to railway 
shopmen's committees negotiating with the Railway War Board 
at Montreal, East and West clashed, the East for retaining 
good relations with the American Federation of Labor, and 
the West for taking drastic action and that at onte."°* 
This sectional cleavage was accented during the postal 
strikes of late July and early August, 1918. 

Letter carriers and mail clerks struck at major 
centres, such as Toronto, Winnipeg, and Vancouver, as well 
as at numerous minor centres. The demands of the strikers 
were modest, those of the Toronto letter carriers, for exam- 
ple, consisting of a request for a pay scale with minimum 
pay being set at $1,000 per year and the maximum being $1,400 
per annum. However, pending a pay settlement, the mere est- 
ablishment of a board of conciliation would have appeased the 


ae The federal government's reluctance to establish 


mailmen. 
such a board prolonged the strikes until the end of July, 
1918. Negotiations over various points in contention extend- 
ed into August. The reticence of the government to neg- 
otiate encouraged advocates of general strike action in 
Western citics. The Bulletin reported on Julye27 thatea 


conference of western postal employees convened at Winnipeg: 


On the arrival here of representatives of the 
various branches of the postal workers’ organiz- 


pa -emontonsbtitietin, July 23,1918. 
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ations throughout the West a conference will be 

held at which, it is expected, a western strike 

committee will be organized with Winnipeg at its 

headquarters. 56 
That a general strike did not ensue over the postal dispute 
was due to some belated compromises by the Unionist govern- 
ment and its Minister of Labor, the Hon. T. W. Beetners. 2! 

Editorally, the Edmonton press lamented the incon- 

venience experienced by that metaphysical entity, the "Gen- 
eral Public", during the.postal dispute. .The Bulletin, at 
first used the strike as an opportunity to verbally flog 
the Unionist regime. An editorial stressed that the labor 
unrest was caused by the high cost of living which favored 
nobody “except the millionaires". The solution to this 
problem was to secure the services of a Minister of Labor 


es 


"with initiative and energy" since T. W. Crothers was "so 


08 The Journal res- 


completely lacking in those qualities." 
ponded by denying the existence of any significant labor 

unrest in Canada, this assertion being based upon statistics 
disseminated by the Department of Labor which revealed that 
the Dominion was ",. «singularly free from industrial unrest 


59 This happy state, which must have 


since the war began.” 
surprised numerous observers of the labor scene, was con- 


trasted by the Journal to that which existed in Australia 


Sor dmonton Bulletin, July 27, 1918. 


57 dmonton Bulletin, August 1, 1918. 


Ser dmonten- Bulletin, July 23, 1918. 


576 dmonton Journal, July 24, 1918. 
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where real labor unrest existed. 

A few days later, the Journal decided that there 
was, perhaps, something serious afoot within Canada's postal 
service: 


That the employees have had genuine grievances 
is quite clear and there has been dilatoriness in 
dealing with them. Just where the blame lies at 
Ottawa will be determined later. 


eeeeeosce¢esvetvoebee eo @eesvsseceeewwesoeeeceee eu Ccewecteaseaerevese ove sb 


But [the government | is not disposed to be 
arbitrary and unfair and a settlement satisfactory 
to all concerned should be possible at an early 
date. 60 


Upon the settlement of the dispute, another editorial cont- 
radicted that printed on July 30: 
The striking postal employees have gone back 
to work. They claim in their official announce- 
ment that it was necessary to strike in order to 
have their grievances given proper attention. 
The avidence does not support this claimacsse 61 
The Bulletin was able to achieve the same high 
leyel sof “double think” attained by itsirival. Gneuly 27, 
the paper editorialized that there was no good reason why 
the government did not allow a Conciliation Board to attain 
a settlement of the postal strike. As the postmen possessed 
the right to strike, there ought to have been "some means of 
arriving at an amicable adjustment of their differences with 


62 


their employers.” Two days later, another editorial con- 


cluded thats 


60 dmonton Journals, JULY y509,1908¢ 


O16 dmonton Jatirnal, August ?1,. 1918. 
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On such statement of the case as The Bulletin 

has been able to secure, it does not seem that 

the circumstances justified the drastic action 

that has been taken by the members of the mail 

service in many of the cities of Canada. 63 

Edmonton's postal employees did not participate in 

the mail strike. On July 22, the Journal reported that the 
Edmonton postmen were generally opposed to the idea of 
striking even though they supported the pay increases being 
Fought for in other Canadian cities. At a meeting on July 
24, which was reported in the Bulletin on July 25, it was 
decided by the Edmonton postmen 19 to 38 not to go on strike. 
The same edition of the Bulletin falsely proclaimed that the 
"Postal Men's Strike Now Is Settled" and similarly trans- 
mitted a threat emanating from Deputy Postmaster General 
Coulter that the strikers "would have to return to work and 
failing that the government would use all its power in deal-~ 


eS The Edmonton postal employees were will- 


ing with them." 
ing. to participate in the negotiations leading up to the 
settlement of the dispute, and were willing to share in any 
of the paver reamnaine gained by the strikers of other cities. 
It was therefore reported in the Bulletin that A. D. Camp- 
bell, secretary-treasurer of the local branch of the Letter 
Carriers’ Union, would depart for Ottawa on July 31 to take 


part in the negotiations.’ 


63- imonton Bulletin, uuly 129, 19s. 


64 -mantom Sulletin, July 25, 191d. 
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The failure of the Edmonton employees to strike was, 
naturally, viewed favorably by the city's dailies. The 
Journal commended the local postmen for taking "the right 
stand” when they realized that the inconvenience and losses 
caused by the strike "outweighed the arguments in favor of a 


Strikes * oe 


The Bulletin concurred, stating that "the post- 
men of Edmonton are entitled to the best possible consider- 
ation at the hands of the citizens for their forbearance in 


the noeter eno" 


The Edmonton Trades and Labor Council was 
not subjected to the same editorial praise. At a special 
meeting of the executive committee of the E.T. & L.C., the 
postmen's strike was discussed and the following recommend- 
ation was made: 
"The executive committee recommends that the 

Trades and Labor Council endorse the attitude 

adopted by the striking mail carriers and mail 

clerks of Western Canada, in endeavoring to secure 

through an arbitration board redress of their 

grievances." 68 
While this recommendation only suggested that the "attitude" 
adopted by the strikers be endorsed, the Bulletin was impel- 
led to editorialize that the "Trades and Labor Councils of 
the West" seemed inclined to "support the strike by calling 
a general strike." Notwithstanding the fact that the E.T. & 


L.C. executive made no reference to a general strike, the 


paper went on to maintain that organized labor should not be 


66F dmonton sournal, tUUlLyISOyEio1s:. 


b’-amonton Bulletin, duly 27, 1918. 
68-ited in the Edmonton Bulletin, July 30, 1918. 
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used as a "weapon of aggression” against Canadians. The 
individual Canadian had rights to be defended and would pro- 
tect them if “pushed to the weil." 


AWS an individualist, he tLonts the battle of life 
single-handed, and prefers to do it that way, but 
it is possible to create a stress of circumstance 
that will impel or compel even ordinary individ- 
ualistic citizens to combine for the support or 
order as well as law in the state upon whose pro- 
tection they must depend for the security of life 
and property. 69 


The Calgary freight handlers dispute received 
extensive coverage in the Edmonton press, giving two-fisted, 
rugged-individualistic editorial writers for the Bulletin 
additional cause for concern. Unfortunately, editorial 
biases crept from the editorial pages of the paper into its 
ostensibly. factual reporting of the dispute. The dispute, 
according to the Bulletin, was initiated when the C.P.R. 
discharged D. C. Evans, assistant foreman in the outbound 
freight sheds, and promoted to his place a man not entitled 


70 


to this promotion. From this beginning the dispute escal- 


ated until it threatened to tie up the C.P.R. freight ship- 


ments throughout western Canadae Edmonton became involved 


71 


in the dispute when local members of the B.R.C. resolved 


unanimously to support the Calgary strikers on September 


69° dmonton Bulletin, August 1, 1918. 


10° dmonton Bulletin, September 24, 1918. 


A more exact description of the dispute, and its causes, 
is found in Chapter two. 


fl eos the full name of the union, see Chapter two. 
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26. (4 


In spite of this unanimity reported by the Bulletin, 
the Edmonton freight handlers experienced some second 
thoughts about their solidarity with their Calgary counter- 
parts if the headline of October 1, "Freight Men Resign From 
International", is to be believed. The news item so head- 
lined proceeded to inform the reader that the Edmonton C.P.R. 
employees, on September 30, rescinded their resolution of 
support to the Calgarians. This was followed by their 
resignation from the B.R.C.: 

After considering the action of the Calgary men 

from every viewpoint, they decided that their , 

decision was not enly hasty but very irregular. 

Freight handlers from most other cities on the C.P.R, 

line did not doubt the justice of the Calgarians' cause. A 
general sympathetic walk-out was impending which would 
effect centres from Port Arthur to Vancouver. (4 The Bulletin 
reported that "ltlwenty members of the...union, employed with 
the C.P.R. [in Edmonton] «..went on strike at the C.P.R. 
freight sheds on Thursday [october 3| at ten BD olockine ee 
The paper did not reconcile the fact, reported on October 4, 
of the freight handlers walk out with their alleged resig- 


nation from the union that was organizing the strike. This 


same confusion existed in Journal coverage, the latter paper 


126 amonton Bulletin, September 27, 1918. 
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not only reporting on October 1 the withdrawal of the local 
freight handlers from their strike action, but also reveal- 
ime that 


Conditions in the Calgary and Lethbridge freight 
sheds of the Canadian Pacific are now normal, all 
embargoes having been lifted and business is again 
being handled without interruption. 76 


The following day saw the same revelation, that a general 
strike on the C.P.R. in the West was impending, that appear- 
ed in the Bulletin.’ 

tke SJournabooneGctobers2pain ladditionstecitnfermina 
the reader a aa ‘OLEpmatun (LojiGsr.Rakextiresaihunsday, 
attempted to dispel any illusion that the impending strike 
may have been due to the company's parsimony by disclosing 
Ehateubioulnacreases “hnrSalaryiGe lo CaPeRfiGberks" sfollowed 


by the sub-headlines "75,000 Are Affected -- Pay Roll Advan- 


aie 


esseby e§27;000;0080. When the Edmonton employees struck 


on Thursday, Ocotober 3, the Journal reported the fact along 
with additional news certain to comfort an apprehensive 
public: 


Theebocal st®ikeioff thesaGeh. Radfineightshand=- 
lers..ehas been settled, as far as the company 
has been concerned. With fourteen new men and 
six women who commenced work in the afternoon, 
there has been practically no interference with 
Be Moving of Local ihrerzgnitw. 79 
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The resolution of the Edmonton Trades and Labor Council to 
"endorse the action of the local C.P.R. freight handlers" 
was reported on October 8 along with the reassuring news 
that: 
The council was in a critical mood and deter- 

mined to adopt no hasty course which would bring 

down ridicule upon it. While they agreed with 

the claims of the freight handlers, the olive 


branch course was infinitely preferable at the 
momente 80 


The Calgary dispute was tentatively settled on Oct- 
ober 22, 1918. Undoubtedly, the settlement was speeded up 
by the fact that, on October 11, 1918, the federal ogovern- 
ment issued an order-in-council banning all strikes and 
POekoutSs for the duration “of the hee This Unionist 
decree caused the Edmonton Bulletin to effuse indignation. 
In an editorial entitled "Government By Divine Right", it 
asserted that the Unionist order-in-council was “revolution~ 
ary imucharactien’ 

Hitherto the right to strike has been freely 
accorded to workingmen in Canada. It has been 

an accepted. part of the law of the land that 
working men might combine and leave their work 

as a means of enforcing demands made. Such a 
reversal of principle as forbidding the right 

to strike cannot be successfully enforced by merely 
the written worde There must be behind it the 
means and the action of enforcement. 82 


This editoriel was in. obvious contradiction ta-many 


others written previously about strikes and strikers. This 


oD amuntemioucnele. Uetoaber Beste. 


81 ¢ dmonton Binsvetim, Mctoboer W2,821916. 


O2- dmonton Bulletin, October 18, 1918. 


sah elie Saale npsaonie on? 
potas Leet eelgtaeay “hee iesel ot Ve! 
uC ret year eters ‘pil Ni diy enol 5 waded attok ‘ 
: 4 s2 4 ; 7 a. an 7 

7 oe . 
jth, Caen t etude peu 
Ct ety A: Ta Site «£.t sews: 
by fea eer Fait eaoe) Vl ert Brie 
ri) iP yar aliee sa reap 


real Ps ee ane a (4409 an =f 
7 Lorre, YESS Lew ih, ee ae 


iy egos “ey te meyer caged. anit 2 
; d a) ” ’ WHEL SO Be a he a iy er de thi shter: c: 


: ‘ Pe 
vows g hacy™ a 5 1a) Pr Ad $~ nd fr S hets tout , ' 
| “ reniirte, tak Wo ried 4 Set oor Ln AOE we havent 2 
* . ‘vhe os 
COUN ett" ven nts ‘a ereren eft ‘708 or 
enn aw - aw, | | cot Sm Lu ed atieaba ad busveatt oe 
9.06 CHEM VB doretagalgae ib tence ietaad tem a 
eu" PiAniuiinen Bh isgh (agers ai! ane, derl2 pod, Ba 
Bs bax: 2b vPratoeralda | ix 
> ’ * a 
Loar? cand Aert GHLSIG og ie * ned, ofa 7 
ae 4 : iar ma Oe cated 8 
fun se Bicct 
| ig : sqe nto hs *o ritesoenee Pahl fi, a 
ramceen em | Nessceds ed Sonne aAtlrdia ie a 
f D8? eee Aa i are HT: Arid cided nodel liw att? 


155 


vacillation was perhaps due to an uncertainty on the part of 
the Bulletin as to which was worse -- strike action by organ- 
ized labor or actions taken by the Unionist government. The 
Unionist government did not wish strike action to interfere 
with its effort to subdue the Hun, and used alternately 
strong-armed methods and dialogue and conciliation to pre- 
vent protracted strikes. One strong-armed method was the 
use or threatened use, of an "“anti-loafing law" enacted by 
order-in-council in April, 1918. Such a threat was extended 
in May, 1918 when civic employees in Winnipeg struck, and 
other unions commenced strike action in a sympathetic move- 
ment which could have terminated in a general etn idcen 
Prime Minister Borden hinted darkly in the beet of Commons 
that the "“anti-loafing law" could very well be invoked 
against the Winnipeg strikers: 

"I should very greatly doubt, speaking without 

much consideration," Sir Robert added, "whether 

persons who are proceeding on what is known as 

a sympathetic strike would thereby free them- 

selves from the penalties of the order in council 

passed in April and commonly known as the anti- 

loafing law." 84 
Statements of this nature, thinly veiled threats against 
union activity, were viewed favorably or unfavorably by the 
Bulletin depending upon that paper's inclination at a spec- 


ific time. The Journal, on the other hand, waxed enthus- 


iastic at each and every tactic followed by the Unionists to 


836 dmonton Bulletin, May 19, 1918. 
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contain labor unrest. 

One tactic has already been alluded to when the 
postal strikes were being examined. The Department of Labor 
denied that Canada was suffering from any serious labor 
unrest. The Journal featured this good news on page one, 
headlining it with the statements that "This Country Fort- 
unate In Labor Trouble” and "Comparison With the Other Lands 
Puts Canada In Favorable Light." 

At the present time, from Cape Breton to Vancouver 

Island, there are no more than five or six trifl- 

ing strikes, most of them about a week old, and 

involving in all something less than 250 men; some 

of them are not of more than local importance. 65 
Considering the maelstrom wherein this statement was made, 
it can be considered nothing less than straight propaganda 
intended to soothe the apprehensions of a public confronted 
by industrial warfare within Canada, and armed warfare from 
without. 

The Journal chose not to acknowledge the contrad- 
iction between its article of June 19, and the one published 
a few months later headlined with "Cabinet Board To Invest- 
igate Labor Troubles" and "To Frame Legislation to Increase 


86 


Well-Being of Masses of the People." The board referred 


to was "a sub-committee of the reconstruction and develop- 


ment committee of the "Dominion cabinet we chaired by 


Bb 5F dmonton Journal, Jtne 19, 1918. 
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Senator Gideon Robertson and intended ie keep the cabinet 
committee "in touch with labor conditions throughout Canada 
and to recommend for its consideration policies and measures 
to be adopted in respect of the labor problems both during 
the war and as they may be expected to arise after the term- 


a2 Later, when Robert Borden spoke at a 


ination of the war". 
Labor Day luncheon at the Canadian National Exhibition, he 
predicted that because of the "Canadian board of adjustment", 
consisting of members of the Canadian Railway Board and rail- 
way union employees, adjustments would be "promptly and sat- 
isfactorily effected."°” Borden maintained that industrial 
harmony was necessary to the war effort, an undoubtedly cor- 
rect statement, but the "promptness” and "satisfaction" to 
be derived from the board of adjustment was very question- 
able when the unrest on the railways during September and 
October, 1918, is considered as well as the use of the 
order-in-council of October 11 to end existing strike action. 
The October decree forbidding strike action was 

headlined On page two of the October 12 Journal: 

Provisions For Settlement of Labor Disputes Makes 


Strikes Illegal Hereafter 


Order-in-Ccouncil Forbids, For Duration of War, 
Drastic Measures on Part of Either Workers or 


Employers, Severe Penalties for Violation of 


Ruling. 90 
BB T bid. 


B26 dmonton Journal, September 3, 1918. 
705 dmonton Journal, October 12, 1918. 
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The Bulletin headline, featured on page one, added the 
following information: 
Persons of Military Age Among Employees or Employers 
Violating Regulations Will be Drafted for Military 
Service -=- Action Taken Because of Provisions Alreadyg, 
Made for Prompt and Equitable Settlement of Disputes. 
Coverage of trade union activities during the 
period following the October 11 order-in-council illustrates 
that organized labor did not agree that provisions already 
existed for a "prompt and equitable settlement of disputes." 
The Bulletin, under the heading “Calgary Labor Unions Defy 
Government", indicated the temper of organized labor in that 
elLys 
At a very large meeting of Calgary labor men 
held today for the purpose of discussing the recent 
order-in-council prohibiting strikes...resolutions 
were passed with only one objector, he objecting 
because they were not strong enough. 92 
Edmonton objections were more belated and somewhat subdued. 
A statement published in the Bulletin indicated the position 
of the Edmonton Trades and Labor Council and the Alberta 
Federation of Labor: 
The recent order-in-council forbidding strikes 
while the war lasts is an indirect violation of 
the policy of the Dominion government as placed 
before labor representatives in February last, and 
we are in accord with President of the Trades Con- 
gress, Tom Moore, of Ottawa, in his protests made 


to the Dominion government, on this recent order- 
in-council affecting the wage-earners of Canada. 93 


tr dmonton Bulletin, Cetober 12, 1978. 


92 amonton Bulletin, Uctoberm 12, «910. 


23 ¢dmonton Bulletin, October 24, 1918. 
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The strike action of organized labor in 1918 was 
greatly reduced because of the October 11 governmental act- 
ion. At the termination of fighting, winter had set in and 
the zeal of trade unionists for strike action had diminished. 
During 1918, many political and labor militants had their 
reputations attacked through innuendo in the press that 
their actions were seditious and played into the hands of 
the enemy. That many militants were of non-Anglo-Celtic 
stock did nothing to enhance the credibility of dissenting 
minorities. The fact that these groupings often relied upon 
Anglo-Celtic leadership, not rarely recent immigrants from 
Great Britian, was conveniently overlooked by the daily 
presse Upon the defeat of “the Hun", the suggestion that 
dissenters were German agents and traitors was no longer 
effective. A new "threat" had to be found so that approp~ 
riate smear campaigns could be launched against union leaders 
and political dissenters who threatened the status quo. 

Such a "threat" was found in the Bolsheviki, and the newly- 
created Soviet Union replaced Germany as the font from which 


all treason and sedition emanated. 
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Chapter VII 


THE "RED SCARE" AS PROJECTED BY THE EDMONTON PRESS 


Radical Politics, Labor, and the Edmonton Press 


While the number of persons in Canada who could be 
categorized as being "communists", “radical socialists", 
"revolutionaries", or "Bolsheviks" in 1918 and 1919 was 
slight, the "red scare" of these years was of considerable 
importance when the press reaction to the 0.8.U. secession- 
ist movement is analyzed. While members of the Socialist 
Party of Canada were alleged by the Unionist government to 
have participated in a “seditious conspiracy" to promote 
revolution in Canada, and while the press at this time did 
little to refute these allegations, D. C. Masters in The 
Winnipeg General Strike has adequately demonstrated the 
falsity of those accusations. ' 

The Socialist Party of Canada was not a significant 
political force in Alberta. One of its few effective leaders 
was Joe Knight who, with his wife S. J. Knight, maintained 
the S.P.C. presence in Edmonton. That Joe Knight was not 
backed by a large number of political allies was demonstrated 
by the fact that, during the December, 1917 federal election, 
he had contested the Red Deer seat and received 701 votes 


(as opposed to 8,363 votes received by the winning Unionist 


loge "Strike or Revolution?", D. C. Masters, The 


Winnioeo General Strike, (Toronto: University of Toronto 
Drase, 1oSGmeipum 110-134. 
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candidate). Knieghtahadstinefact sservedias SePsGs candid- 
ate in several elections, and campaigned in various parts of 
the province. Obviously, there were few socialists of 
leadership calibre in Alberta even though Knight's vote in 
1917 revealed that there were considerable numbers of persons 
willing to vote for socialist candidates. 

The activities of Joe Knight and his socialist 
allies were criticised by those in the labor movement who 
objected to the political stance assumed by the S.P.C., and 
were working toward a labor party in Alberta with a political 
Orientation more to the right of that of the Socialist Party. 
The position of the “laborites" was presented in the Edmon- 
LOM) Bedebetin Aeolumn, “lo the Wornid of Labor”, on. January 
ar Aa ely Rae 

[A feeling has emerged|...that the labor organiz- 
ation in Winnipeg has become dominated by Social- 
ist and Social Democrat leaders. A large section 
of organized labor is said to be opposed to this 
leadership. A new labor party is now in process 
Gf foOrmatiONe 0.08. Leaders, tis belleawed, ) wit! 
be chosen from those who have not been identified 
to any great extent with the movement in the past. 
Socialists and Social Democrats will be divorced 
from the new partyeess 3 
Coverage of the annual convention of the Alberta Federation 
of Labor in 1918 revealed that the same political split 


between "socialists" and “laborites”" was occuring in Alberta 


4 
as elsewhere. 


26 dmonton Journal, June 9, 1919. 


3F dmonton Bulletin, Manuary W25819716. 
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The Bulletin shed some light on the extent to which 
the S.P.C. involved itself in the Edmonton labor movement. 
The Federal Workers’ Union, No. 49, has been discussed in 
Part One of this thesis. It was stated that the F.W.U. 
local experienced difficulty in securing affiliation to the 
E.T. & L.C., and one reason for this difficulty was the num- 
ber of socialists thought to belong to the union. The 
Bulletin's coverage of the E.T. & L.C. meeting of May 20, 
1918, refers to this socialist element: 

A representative of Federal Workers’ Union No. 49 
«eeSaid...their opponents thought that their organ- 
ization included Socialists and the remaining mem- 
bers of the I.W.W. In contradiction of this he 
stated that there were two I.W.W.'s who were not in 
good standing and seven members of the Socialist 
party. 5 

As the year progressed the activities of the Knights 
continued to be covered by Edmonton's daily papers. The 
arrest of Mrs, Knight in Winnipeg, who addressed a group of 
"International Socialists" there on Sunday, September 29, 
was headlined in the Journal with "Mrs. S. J. Knight Under 
Arrest For Sedition" and "Made Attack on the United States' 
Action in Entering War." The Bulletin coverage, headlined 
"Wife of Local Socialist Leader Charged in Winnipeg of Using 
Seditious Language," revealed that the accused was arrested 
by Winnipeg police upon information provided by military 


intelligence officers, and was charged with "having used 


Sedmonton Bulletin, May 21, 1918. 


OF dmonton Journal, October 3, 1918. 
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seditious language calculated to detract from the united 
effort of the Canadian people." The Bulletin published with 
this article, the same as that printed in the Journal, infor- 
mation gained from an interview with Mre Knight: 

Mr. Knight said to The Bulletin last night that 

Mrs. Knight had gone east for the purpose of under- 

going an operation at the Mayo Bros [clinic} at 

Rochester, Minn. He had had no information relat- 

ive to her arrest. There was nothing in the state 

of her health which would prevent her speaking in 

Dubiicy he. salde 7 

The S.P.C. naturally opposed the Unionist govern- 

ment's arrest and imprisonment of those who had banned lit- 
erature in their possession. Early in 1919, a series of 
meetings were held throughout western Canada protesting 
these arrests, and one such meeting was held at the Empires 
theatre in Edmonton on January 19, 1919. Both Edmonton 
dailies covered this meeting, and this coverage was quite 
objective. Chairman of the meeting was J. W. Findlay, while 
speakers included Mayor J. Clarke, A. Farmilo, and J. White 
of the-Dominiton’babursParty.- 820 Knight eof the StP sc. spoke 
on behalf of his party while T. Russell, another socialist 
and member of Local 1325 of the United Brotherhood of Cap- 
penters, spoke on behalf of the carpenters*® union. The 
meeting was held under the auspices of the E.T. & L.C. and 
passed a resolution petitioning the Dominion government "for 


8 


the immediate release of all political prisoners." The 


(Pa gnapepenuilerinn Ocbeber ys, 19T8, 


BF dmonton Journals January 20, 1919. 
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Bulletin, in addition to giving the meeting page one cover- 
age, lauded editorially the sponsors of the gathering: 
If. thescenditions areyas) stated,’ those-in 
charge of the meeting are to be congratulated on 
the tempered language in which action on the part 
of the Dominion authorities is requested...[tJhere 
is nothing...to excuse the absurd and unjust proc- 
edure of jailing men who happen to be found with 
copies of publications in their possession which 
are more or less in general circulations... 9 
The January 19 meeting represented a "change of 
venue" for Joe Knight since, for the preceding two Sundays 
(January 5 and 12, 1919), he had been addressing Calgary 
audiences and, if the Bulletin account was accurate, made 
some quite radical statements: 
Knight..«.made some strong revolutionary statements 
esey advocating Bolsheviki methods which, he said, 
he represented. At the same time, he criticised 
the Labor movement with all others who were not 
Socialists of his stamp. 10 
This prompted William Irvine of Calgary to challenge Knight 
to a debate on the subject: 
Resolved that the revolutionary propaganda of the 
orthodox Socialists in Canada is detrimental to 
the-aworkers’ «calisSeande-is unscientifics 1A 
The debate was to transpire on Sunday, February 9. 
At a later period, Joe Knight and William Irvine 
were to meet on the same platform, when addressing Calgary 


strikers, and apparently saw eye-to-eye on the issue of the 


Unionist government's handling of labor militancy. While 


7rdmonten Bulletin, January 22, 1919. 


10- umonton Bulletin, January 16, 1919. 
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mention of this meeting was made in the Journal's editorial 
pages, and hence statements alleged to have emanated from 
Irvine are suspect, it was probably a militant gathering: 
[Irvine | assured his audience that the present 
strike is but a skirmish with the forces of cap- 
Ptalvand “that "al orimePrient Pies "ahead ofe0" He 
condemned Hon. Gideon Robertson, minister of 


labor, asserting that the latter is merely a 
tool in the hands of a capitalist government. 


172 
This Journal editorial lumped together Joe Knight and William 
Irvine as being i He niebene of "The Projected Revolution”. 
When not on the public platform, Knight and his 
fellow socialists were active in attempting to radicalize 
the ESV. << “Grothe January c207 1919\meeting .af the Coun- 
cil was important, for it involved the election of officers 
for the year ahead. J. R.« Knight vied for the office of 
President, being defeated by R. McCreathe Following this, 
the socialist T. Russell tried to oust A. Farmilo from his 
long-held post of Secretary-Treasurer. During this election, 
some excitement took place "..ewhen Joseph E. White quest- 
ioned the standing of Delegate Farmilo." At contention was 
the issue that Farmilo represented a union local with almost 
no membership. "Mr. Farmilo explained his position and 
stated that the majority of his organization were ateigbic 
but that the charter had not been relinquisheds..."'° 
Farmilo was re-elected to his office. 


At the January 20 meeting, Knight, in addition to 
126 gmonton Jounnat.. June. o, TOTS. 


136 gmonton Bullen, January 21, 1979% 
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giving a report on the annual convention of the Alberta 
Federation of Labor, condemned the Dominion government for 
its delaying the distribution of Socialist literature 
through the mails. This condemnation occurred after a 
¥strong and stirring". circular sletter, distributedtbysC os 
Stevenson of the S.P.C. at Vancouver, was read and discus-~ 


dedes4 


Knight also was articulate on the subject of the 
visit to Edmonton by the Russian "Princess Radziwill" who 
was to speak at the McDougall Church: 

Delegate Knight followed with the intimation the 

Lady Nicholaeff, a highly cultured and well in-~ 

formed native of Russia...would attend the lecture 

to interrogate the Princess on the subject of 

Bolshevism and other subjectse 15 

Newspaper coverage of the Socialist Party of Canada, 

and spakesmen such as Joe Knight, indicated the extent to 
which the Party was being influenced by the Russian Revol- 
ution during 1918 and 1919. Evidently the Party was even 
publicizing the travels of Russian nobility throughout Can- 
ada, nobility such as Lady Nicholaeff, who was apparently in 
hot pursuit of “Princess Radziwill", the latter undoubtedly 
exposing the “horrors of Bolshevism". The impact of the 


Russian Revolution and its alleged impact on Canadian trade 


union developments will now be investigated. 


146 dmonton Journal, January 2152 1919, 
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"Bolshevism" and Western Canadian Labor 


In 1918, one could not read the Edmonton press 
without constant exposure to the Russian Revolution and the 
subsequent civil ware One day Bolshevism would be on the 
verge of total defeat, the next it would be a sinister force 
capable of overthrowing established societies everywhere. 
Hence, on January 1, 1918, the Journal revealed that the 
"Bolsheviki Have Been Defeated by the Cossacks." The art~ 
icle beneath the headline described the defeat of Soviet 
troops on the southwestern front, and the subsequent capture 


of 400 by their Cossack paponont see 


The Bulletin covered 
the same battle, and revealed on another page that the 
"Bolsheviki Revolt Was Managed and Financed By German Gover- 
nment"™ and "Documents Proved That Lenine [sic] Was Commis-~ 


un Not only was the Soviet 


sioned and Paid by Germany.” 
regime being defeated militarily according to the press, but 
it was also collapsing from within as a Journal headline 
revealed: “Reign of Bolsheviki Is Coming to an End; Masses 
Plan Aijiedmicrt 4S 
Upon the defeat of Germany, the daily press switched 
its bio guns from “The Hun” to The Bolshewiki es Early in 
1919, no travesty was ignored by the Bolsheviki if the news- 


papers were to be believed. Hence, the Journal revealed 


UE pcre Journal, January 1, 19176. 
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that the “"Turtures of the Middie Ages Adaed te-Herrors of 
Warfare as Waged by the Bolshevists." According to "trust- 
worthy” reports reaching Warsaw, the Bolshevists were "eee 
adding tortures of the dark ages to the customary horrors of 


19 


guerilla warfare." The Bulletin, not to be cutdone by its 


rival, announced on January 16, 1919: 


Riga in Hands of Bolsheviki; 
Portions of City Are in Flames; 


Murder and Plunder Rampant 
Mitau is overflowing with refugees. German sold- 


iers, the last persons leaving Riga, report that 
the city is burning in several places and the 
Russians and Letts are murdering and plundering. 
While some observers of the situation may have 
supposed that the Bolshevists had plenty to cccupy them- 
selves with in Russia, the Canadian media disabused them of 
that delusion. On January 8, 1919, an advertisement pub- 
lished by the Journal for Maclean's Magazine asked the 
question: "Is Bolshevism Brewing in Canada?" 
Bolshevism is reaching out to grapple the 
whole world, and the tentacles of its propaganda 
extend to every corner of the globe. Thomas M. 
Frasereeetells in the January number how the 
movement has gained a foothold in every indust- 
rial centre in Canadaecse 21 
On the same page, a Journal editorial was headed "No Red 


Flags For Alberta.” This editorial stated: 


Red Socialist organizations are being formed 
in Alberta, the acknowledged aim and purpose of 


195 dmonton Journal, January 6, 1919. 
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which are to represent the revolutionary class of 
Russia and ‘the sanest class of Germany.* 22 


The editorial concluded with the reassuring statement that 
the Alberta Federation of Labor, headed by "moderates", 
would not be swayed by radical socialists anda split between 
the two elements was very likely. 

The Bulletin did not deny the Journal's claim that 
there was a Bolshevik problem in Canada. It did, however, 
resent the allegation that western Canada was a "hot~bed of 
Bolshevism", an allegation it claimed was circulated in the 
East in order to Slander the Liberal governments of the West: 

This monstrous misrepresentation is left uncont- 

radicted and available for use by those who seek to 
strengthen the Government's position in the eastern 
provinces by slandering the governments and people 

of the western provinces. 23 

"Bolshevism" was equated with "evil” by the press 
which soon focussed upon groupings and individuals upon 
which to apply this pejorative label. When, in 1918, the 
Winnipeg Trades and Labor Council discussed the question of 
initiating a general strike to aid striking metal workers, 
the Winnipeg Free Press published a strongly worded editorial 
on the subject which was given page one coverage by the 
Bulletin: 

The Free Press characterizes the decision of the 


trades and labor leaders as "Bolshevikism, naked 
and unadorned" and calls upon the sane and con- 


22tbid. 
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servative element in organized labor to combat 

the proposal to plunge the city into the useless 

discomforts of mob rule. 24 
The Journal, too, soon fixed attention upon specific persons 
and groupse An article, ‘entitled "Continent-Wide Plot In 
Canada, peetenc Police," related the arrest of Andrew Bodarko 
who belonged to a "Union of Russian Workmen." In letters to 
the organization, the accused labelled the local authorities 
at Windsor as being “parasites” and urged Montreal members 
GF’the*"Union™ to’ fight against. the "bloody militarism af 
Canada." The newspaper revelation of Bodarko'ts “plot" 
insinuated that the accused “pretended not to understand 
English" while being arraigned in police court. Apparently 
the inability of a Russian immigrant to understand English 
could only be "oretence."*> 

The police and governmental authorities soon tock 

ee to see that the "continent-wide plot” was suppressed. 
The Bulletin announced on September 27, 1918, that the act~ 
ivities “OF e8° foo ta lvens™ were tobe *eurbeds**’"inis “curbing” 
involved the outlawing of thirteen organizations, the I.W.W. 
"heading the list" of groups which the Unionist government 
deemed to be a threat to Canada's security. While some 
groups had rather militant labels (such as the Social Dem- 
ocrats of the Bolsheviki and the Social Democrats of the 


Anarchists), others seemed quite innocucuse The majority of 


ae 


24-dmonton Bulletin, August 17, 1918. 
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the groups probably had a Slavic membership, but the Chinese 
National League and the Chinese Labor Association were on 
tneelist.of.proscribedwarganizations.: The Bulletinwarticle 
claimed that the government had “carefully investigated" the 
Outlawed organizations which were alleged to have circulated 
literature “of a revolutionary and Bolsheviki character."° 
The Winnipeg General Strike provided ample scope 
For Edmonton's papers to reveal the extent of “Bolsheviki" 
involvement in western Canadian labor unrest. The Journal, 
relying on an item from Ford's Ottawa Service, headlined the 
news that “Attempted ‘Red’ Rule In Winnipeg Will Be Probed 
By Dominion." The item revealed that the federal author- 
ities would take strong action when dealing with “...'‘'Reds', 
I.W.W.s or Bolshevists, who actually attempted to start a 


ae ea 
n ihe 


revolution, or setiup.a soviet in Western’ Canada.... 
"Moscow Gold" allegation received considerable circulation 
at this time. A Journal news item revealed the opinion of a 
"highly-placed trade union leader" from Montreal. This 
person, who had “exceptional solirces in information”, dis- 
closed that Bolshevik money, “printed on revolutionary 


presses either in Russia or some other place," was financing 


the Winnipeg strike. He based his “Moscow Gold” theory on a 
claim that a large number of U.S. five-dollar bills was 


sfleodingt Winnipeqes. 
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That the Winnipeg strike was a phase of "Red Rev- 

Olution" in Canada was revealed in a Journal article head- 
lined "Investigation Shows Strike At Winnipeg Was An Attempt 
At Establishing Bolshevism". U.S. and Canadian "secret 
servicemen", who were investigating the origins of the 
strike, were reported to have finished their probe and were 
informing the authorities about their findings. The "“auth- 
Orities" seemed to be, among others, “Consul General at 
Large for the UNited States, Stewart", who was in Winnipeg 
consuLting with; "Gonsul»GeneraleRyder"s «\Onetheabasis»of 
information gathered from these "experts", the Citizens‘ 
Committee of 1,000 published a document entitled “The Win- 
nipeg Revolutionary Strike" that revealed that the "revol- 
ution" started in Calgary. The revelations included the 
news that the "Bolshevist movement" originated at the Western 
Labor Conference which was "directed by the I.W.W. organ- 
ization in the United States." The 0O.B.U. referendum com- 
mittee was named the “'Red Five’ excscutive for Canada." 
One of this "Red Five" was: | 

eceds, Knight of Edmanton, one of the most motorious 

agitators of the mining district, and a person who 

demands the release from detention of men who were 

working in Canada for the German government during 

the ware 29 

The Edmonton press actively participated in a camp- 

aiqn to “instruct” the public, and trade union members, 


about the "true nature” of Bolshevism. The Bulletin gave a 
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definition of “Bolshevism” in-an editorial entitled "The 
Wages of Class Greed": 
Bolshevism is another name for class greed 

carried to the extreme. Its leaders did not con- 

tent themselves with propounding a policy te 

enrich the wage-earners of Russia by the exploit- 

ation of the other classes in the community...e. 30 
The Bulletin sermonized to its readership that the ™...«fate 
that is closing about” the Bolsheviki must be warning to 
those who might be influenced by Bolsheviki propaganda. F. 
&. Mercer, in his column “Trades Unions And Labor ‘in the 
Journal, explained at length what Bolshevism was all about: 

Bolshevism is a system of dogmatics, framed 

and carried into practice by men of a school of 

materialist socialism, who are prepared to carry 

out their theories to the extreme logical conclus=- 

ion of non-morality, iron discipline, and prolet-~ 

arian despotism. 31 
The definition by Rev. Mercer was, of course, more sophist~ 
icated than that of the Bulletin editorial writer even 
though it was simplistic and based upon an ignorance of 
Marxist theory. That Mercer could rise above the crudity of 
the Bulletin editorialist was due to the fact that he was a 
member of the Labor Representation League and, later, the 
Dominion Labor Party. As the vicar of Saint Michael and All 
Angel's parish, an Anglican church in north Edmonton, he 
OZ 


devoted his attention to a working-class congregation. 


Mercer was interested in promoting labor's involvement in 
30 gmonton Bulletin, September 26, 1918. 


31 ymonton Jouenal, March 15, 1979. 
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politics in the British Laborite tradition, and hence strove 
to attack what he considered to be manifestations of extrem- 
ism. He was closely associated with "moderates" of the 

E.T. & L.C. who agreed with his political viewpoint. 

The Edmonton Branch of the Dominion Labor Party 
took active measures to combat what it considered to be 
manifestations of radicalism in Edmonton. One such attempt 
was somewhat less than spectacular when Peter Wright, sup- 
posedly a "British labor leader", spoke at the Trades and 
Labor Hall in Edmonton on February 25, 1919. The Journal 
covered this meeting but, perhaps somewhat ashamed of the 
farce, buried its coverage on page sixe The article was 
entitled "Peter Wright of Seamen's and Firemen‘s Council 
Gives Splendid Address and Warns All to Beware of Bolshevism, 
Woteh is in the Air Like, I ofluenza?: 

"TIT worked with Kerensky in Russia", declared Mr. 
Wright, "and I foresaw the end long before it 

came. And then came Trotgky [sic], the instigator 
of Bolshevism. Trotsky isn't his real name at 

all. He is Bauerstein [sic|, a German agent -- 

tie hound! “lL saw them killing eff capitaliste, in 
Petrograd and the beginning of the reign of anarchy 
and chaose Bolshevism is going like influenza 
through the air and you men should be careful. fMTry 
and Givert this  DOlley<e, LT you don wa... You will... 
be plunged in a bottomless abyss worse than hell." 

The Bulletin coverage was on page one. One of the 
sub-headlines over the item was [ wright] "Boohs Poohs British 


Strikes and Calls Bolshevists ‘Wildmen of Borneo'.” During 


his talk, “Listened (to with resoect ful attention say .aiefairly 


336 gmonton Joutnal, february, 26, 97:9. 
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large audience", he decried violence, denounced strikes as 
"brutal", declared himself in favor of political action for 
labor, and denounced “direct action". During the question 
period Wright "did not find it altogether plain sailing" 
even though he considered himself “an old dog at that game” 
and “was ready for all comers". Unfortunately, his answers 
did not always satisfy the questioners who had the impression 
that “he was trying to evade their points". Some of the 
questioners included socialists, Mrs. Knight being part- 
icularly vocal. Peter Wright, taking umbrage at a question 
asked by Mrs. Knight, declared her to be “insolent” and 
refused to answer her further." 
The "red scare” was fully manifiested in the pages 
of Edmonton papers during 1918 and especially 1919. The 
press, in addition to reflecting this fear of the “Bolshevik 
menace", did its best to combat what it supposed were man- 
ifestations of Bolshevism in Alberta and Edmonton. Organ- 
izations such as the Dominion Labor Party and the “inter- 
national" craft unions strove also to combat "Bolshevism" 
and “extreme socialism", and their attempts received adequate 
coverage in the Journal and Bulletin. That a Bolshevist 
plot was non-existent in Edmonton, and the number of radical 
socialists limited, mattered little as the press, trade 
union establishment, Dominion Labor Party, touring Russian 


princesses, Chautauqua performers and vaudevillians strove 
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mightily to subdue that which was more of an idea than a 


material force in Edmonton after World War I. 
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Chapter VIII 


PReso COVERAGE Ute tnoeUsb.l.) SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT 


I ER TT TE SNS YN ER ec SSE A i APR ES 


iineioRis os ofaithes 0) Bei 
While the plans for the Western Labor Conference 

were formulated during a caucus meeting Rv ree aes delegates 
at the September, 1918, convention of the Trades and Labor 
Congress at Quebec, press coverage of the convention gave 
little indication that such a Conference would occur. In 
the Journal, coverage of the annual T.L.C. gathering fluct- 
uated from page one to page eleven. A page one article was 
headlined by the fact that “Every Worker in Canada Urged to 
Invest in War Loan by Trades Congress." This reassuring 
manifestation of patriotism was not unaminous, for western 
delegates were reported to have been highly critical of the 
exhortation. Opponents of the resolution were being labelled 
as “radicals", this label being highly spurious since Frank 
Wheatly of Bankhead, elected as a "moderate" President of 
the Alberta Federation of Labor in January, 1919, was highly 
vocal in opposition to the war loan resolution: 

Frank Wheatly, Bankhead, Alberta, opposed the motion. 

He said recently, when the western miners, during a 

strike, asked for help they could not get it because 

"50,000 had been invested in war bonds for the 

"slaughterhouse". They could have starved. The 


money had been subscribed to protect the workers. 


That an east-west dichotomy existed at the convent- 


| essere stay Journal, September 20, 1918. 
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ion was obvious even in the abbreviated coverage given it by 
the Journal and Bulletin, both papers relying on the same 
wire services. One western goal was the organization of 
workers along industrial lines as opposed to the prevalent 
craft form of trade union organization. Several resolutions 
favoring such changes in union structure were introduced by 
delegates from the Winnipeg and Transcona labor councils, 
their arguments being that “organization industrially was 
the modern scientific method” and that the "capitalist class" 
could successfully defeat strike action by separate craft 
unions which had to obtain sanction from their international 


2 The defeat of res- 


headquarters before they could strike. 
Olutions such as this provided the incentive for western 
delegates to work toward a regional labor conference. 

The Bulletin column, “News And Comment Of the Labor 
World”, gave additional information about the sentiments of 
western delegates at eHeMTeneCe meetinge The commentator 
revealed that “the delegation from western Canada was by far 
the most radical element of the gatheringe" On few matters 
was there any agreement between East and West, and this 
divergence of viewpoint promoted the feeling among western 
dedeqatesth".esthatein@order to gstrthemtre radical opinions 
of the labor movement before the people of Canada, a western 


3S 


convention should be held.” The Western Labor Conference 


2 dmonton Journal, September 21, 1918. 
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was a subject for debate at the January convention of the 
Alberta Federation of Labor. One faction of A.F. of L. 
delegates wished the creation of a structure modelled on the 
same basis as the Canadian Council of Agriculture, whereas 
another desired a massive convention to which all locals 
could send delegates. It was the latter which ultimately 
materialized, this being against the wishes of the executive 
of the A..F. of L. which suggested that the T.L.C. be inst- 
ructed to arrange a conference of four members from each 
province to form a uniform program. The A..F. of Le. exec- 
utive's suggestion, which was at variance with the policy of 
other western labor federations, would naturally have dest- 
royed the raison d'étre of the proposed conference since it 
would have delegated to the East-dominated T.L.C,. executive 
planning authority for the western convention. The cont- 
roversy generated by the question of the impending Calaary 
meeting led eventually to the whole question being tabled.” 
The Bulletin coverage illustrates that, in spite of the 
radical rhetoric predominating at the Medicine Hat convention 
of the A.F. of L., the trade union establishment of the A.F. 
of L. and local trade councils had no intention of allowing 
the Western Labor Conference to jeopardize the status quo 
within the Alberta movement. 


During February, 1919, Edmonton's papers began to 


4 -dmonton Bulletin, January 9; 1919. 


“Thid. 


err k 


aft Fo noddaavngs: euoral ant te ot 
190.208 Fo eeetoby, weil scion: Fo; pene 

7 2 vo: 

sdé no be ESebom ‘gtutsutte>s No, neitsera < vee etsoe 


| a bi, ae 


ae 


essTedw ,arvtiugigoA 1 Lismo3 neibanadvett wee : 
elsool tie dobdw ad mattriavacs avigesm extseb 4 sine i: 


fat: 
(Letismitiu doity ¢adtel end enw If ’ + eedageted bee | 


ovisioeue oft to eateiw-etg tenteps gnied etdy xbest ‘6: _ | 
+tasi od .3.J.T eft Jedd beteeppus | ta 54. tk . . 


figs® mor? dcedmgm que? 20 eansaetnea 8 spnetis oft 
<onne wl Fo sAeA @AT Py: mexp07q sina’ beds sino pt 


te Yotleq ort ddiw oonralepy ga, eeu date etoktsepoue % 


Ws aay ; 
a 


~tzob svett ¥lisquied blyuow ,andhderebe? wodel baa 


jt sonte songastnen besaqouy #42 Yo- eut@'b rioetex orth 


avisuneke. «/ Deol T badanimab~tags anit: od bedsgeleb « 


~- 


-$fra's. att |: hidisiinnens rteteow, grt 2% vitioddue g 
Yisaol85 enibnngul sé to nolteoup end ed besevenep. 
© nshdes ented natteoup aflor atlt ad yileutneve’ bel 
edd 90 odtqe nk ,tecd weterdtqudtb speawws g 


nettieynes fak eitotvent: ods ode. pals antwobeag obeotartr isokt 
tah arith. to srientighidedes note ‘gberd arte ved Te uke 


* prdwedtle Yo notsnetnt on bert ed toned. ebbat Lesol brs, ot 
oup ausete ands estbrages, o¢ eoness ined: ade! nredael f a 


180 


give more coverage to the impending Calgary conference. The 
february Veiimeeting af There Jie. Clg ati which) Alfred 
Farmilo defeated Mrs. J. Knight in a contest for the position 
of Council delegate to the western conference, was given 
fairly adequate coverage in both newspapers. The reader may 
have experienced some confusion as to the intent of the 
conference since. different commentators specified different 
objectives. The Bulletin specified that it would "...pro- 
duce a well-defined attitude of the organized workers on the 
question of re-construction."° When the column "Trades 
Union and Labor” first appeared in the Journal on February 
Biel, ‘its auther, Reve F. E. Mercer, discussed the March 
interprovincial conference: 

It is expected that a real solution will be sug- 

gested by this convention to allay industrial = 

unrest, especially as this effects Western Canadas...’ 
Two weeks later, Mercer added that some "...of the delegates 
seem to think that the meeting will inaugurate the Communist 


6 As 


Commonwealth of America, but others are not so sure." 
the majority of delegates attending from Edmonton were rep- 
resentatives of international craft unions or conservative 
Canadian unions such as Civic Service Local 52, it is unlike- 


ly that the Edmonton delegation, as a whole, envisaged such 


a "Communist Commonwealth". 


be dmonton Bulletin, February 19, 1919. 
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Reporting to the Journal on the Calgary conference 
was F. E. Mercer. The first report, for March 13, was head- 
lined with the statement that the Calgary meeting "Planned 
to Initiate Real Policy For Workers That Gov't Can Under- 
stand". The second report, datelined March 14, contained the 
sub-headline that "Friendly Greetings to Bolsheviks in 
Russia and Spartacans in Germany Sent by Convention at Cal- 
gary -- Release of All-Political Prisoners Demanded". The 
subsequent article revealed that the conference "radicals" 
had sprung the One Big Union scheme upon the delegates, and 
one of the more articulate opponents of the concept was 
Farmilo: 

[On the report of the committee being taken up 

clause by clause] A. Farmilo (Edmonton) immed- 

jately objected to the adoption of any more be- 

fore actual conditions had proved that the proper 

Occasion had arrived for a change. 9 
The reports of March 14 and March 15 were buried on page six 
of the Journal, a departure from the March 13 report which 
was page one news. This eclipsing process was probably due 
to the "radical" decisions of the conference; the March 15 
report was headlined "Labor Convention Has Endorsed Soviet 
Rule As The Most Efficient". Mercer ruefully commented 
that: 

The only real attempt at discussion arose through 

the motion of Alderman Broach, of Calgary, to en- 

dorse the recommendation of the Alberta Federation 


of Labor in favor of political action through a 
labor partye This was also laid on the table like 


26 dmonton Journal. Marehnt4,! “1.919 


a | : He ait 


sinézatnos vaeu had. sh ii orig od gn . 
-bead‘epw (ot donut 207 stanqer vari? oA aa 2 

bennsl 4" onktoam yvtso a3 efit dort soenedadere 

-taboll asd. dF? ved Suc? asedrow -r19% yotfeq. heal a seals 
oid bontetron SP cee ‘hank iad ah jtaoned ‘bnoass et : 
nit etiverato® at egrtteasd. yibnolat* fort ent i 1 2 


ve ‘ ‘2 eh 2 


~f63- de inakinewnes rt) tek. yrremtea nk snenmizen? brs a: shee at 
anit .*haboemed etenheeirs lgodLo8eL.8 te sesslah | 


hi 


Soreretnon ett JoAd ay ee -etolite: * 


elovives ne 

p ' ie a 

DG ee jeoated ord nogu ematae motel (eté.anGb orld je be 

26w Jasonoo ang to efnencgas elslualtize: gx00 st Toe an a 
Gu tetas anied obidiaiibe aie se Saoqes. ant . 
<womm (Caoteomh3) of bars? <A’ Agents 
“od gag ne To naiiqdbse arid. 3 


xeqone. set —: bavenq bent sattanna ie ste a8 whet - - 
@ epraro s 710}, beviets bed agles ai 


vta apey oo betaud azaw ef ronal bre aS doen to edtoqes. | eat 
te Ee coe ef foam aris mor oxudseqad es anak 9d 9p 
eub ytogdane ony eeaoorg onkeqtiag, sift \ewen: ano, ome 
Jat Aaram ord jsanese ngs att Yo atntedoob “tsother™ 9 
tetvee beezonag est nakinened toda”. bentibsed emu it a 
padcannap vLiuieus atonal MInekakiNd: se08 edt, hota 


dstrenacts aao18. ie 
=ite, ‘ad Ae ie a 
noitexebs te 

a Spvoris nddson” 
ext! sided srg’ ge 


anor or r030 


VO2 


the reste UR Knivont,. ef sdnentons> was of ‘the 
Opinion that the recommendation should be placed 
in the waste paper basket. 10 
The Edmonton Journal, in an editorial, expressed 
the belief that the Western Labor Conference was not rep- 
resentative of the majority of western Canadian workers: 
There is no need to fear that we shall have 
the conditions that exist in Russia reproduced 
in Canada. . But the fact that a body of men, claim- 
ing to be representative of western labor, goes on 
record for such a change is bound to have a ser- 
ious immediate effect. 11 
The Bulletin's coverage emphasized the "radical" nature of 
the Conference also, but tended to be more impressionistic 
than that by Rev. Mercer who took considerable pains to 
describe the proposed structure of the One Big Union and the 
mechanics necessary to bring the union into being. Hence, 
when describing a key resolution at the Conference, to the 
effect that convention delegates recommend to their local 
unions that affiliation with “international” unions be term-~ 
inated, the Bulletin coverage indicated some of the emotional 
debate which accompanied the passage of the resolution: 
Man after man approved of the resolution and 
scorned the idea of being afraid of the inter- 
national trades and labor and when the vote was 
taken and carried the roof rang with the cheers 


and roars of the delegates. 12 


The “cheers” and “roars” which accompanied the assault 
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against "international" craft unions did not reverberate in 
Edmonton, this reality being indicated quite fully in the 
Edmonton press. 
The Loyalist-Secessionist Confrontation in Edmonton and Its 
Aftermath 

That serious trouble could result during the im- 
plementation of the 0.B8.U. proposal was intimated in a Journal 
article entitled "Proposed Labor Organization May Fall Down 
On Referendum". The article suggested that the success of 
the 0.B.U. referendum depended upon the reports delegates ts 
the conference presented to their locals. It was suggested 
during a conference "post-mortem" discussion among "radicals" 
that the "internationals", should the referendum vote carry, 
would ".ee.eside with the employers in their effort to smash 


aA This suggestion was pres- 


up the new organization...:" 
cient, especially as far as the mining industry was concern-= 
ed. 

The March 17 meeting of the E.T. & L.C.«, which 
followed close on the heels of the Calgary conference, was 
Given considerable prominence in Edmonton's two dailies. 

The meeting was concerned with a report by Farmilo who "main- 
tained that the conditions did not truly represent organized 


labor in Western Rogaciomuek A resolution to repudiate the 


action of the Conference, and subsequent discussion, domin- 


156 snantom Journed. Mamoly 117, 110. 
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ated the entire meetinge Both newspapers indicated the 
polarization which occurred within the Council regarding the 
O.B.U. question. Accounts of the meeting, while biased in 
Favareotethechiiis £el st. ehloyabists") etanded, tavagreecwith 
each other. The Journal account was more calculated to 
create a negative response toward the "secessionists" on the 
part of the reader: 
Heated arguments and caustic repartee marked 

the meeting of the trades and labor council Mon- 

day night at which a resolution was passed repud-~ 

iating the labor convention recently held in 

Calgary. Qne delegate referred to the convention 

as "disguised Bolshevism" and this appeared to be 

the feeling of a large portion of the meeting. 15 

Events after the March 17, 1919, meeting of the 

Baty £86.05. were. leading*to the Apriie2t "purge" sofukey 
O.B.U. delegates from the Edmonton Council. The Edmonton 
press actively assisted the "loyalists" in their efforts to 
contain the 0O.B.U. secessionist movement. The April 7 meet~ 
ing of the Council, which resulted in the acceptance of the 
"Seattle Plan", saw a very sharp polarization between the 
two labor factions when the resolution ‘endorsing the "Seattle 
Plan" passed by one votee Well before the April 7 meeting, 
Reve Mercer had extolled the "loyalist" alternative to the 
0.B.U. plan in his Journal column of March 29. Twenty col- 


umn inches, a large amount of newspaper space, was devoted 


to the American Federation of Labor-approved Sehenee.c While 


156 amonton Journal, March 18, 17919. 
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the Journal on June 21, 1919, devoted fifty column inches to 
Ehegconstitution) formulated \forethesOvBillt gathise "hatchet~ 
job”. based on content lifted from an edition of the 8.C. Fed- 
erationist, could in no way assist the 0.B.U. supporters 
ealecadyrpurged fram theph«Ticée Ll iC. aeThesBulletin, it musttbe 
stressed, also discussed at length the "Seattle Plan" on its 
laborspagen prior, to the Aprile7ye1919 meeting. |< 
PeloretoathetApral 2aiemeeting ofethetEala Sak.Ges 
the Edmonton papers attacked the 0.B.U. and its supporters. 
Similarly, generous coverage was given to those union locals 
which went on record as being against the 0.B8.U. concept. 
On April 5, Rev. Mercer in his column (given prominence on 
page two of the Journal whereas previously it was buried on 
about page ten or twelve) criticised the holding of a refer-~ 
endum on the issue since, as the 0.B.U. concept was so 
Unclear, it was illogical to take a vote on the question. 
Industrial unionism was not, however, without merit if-cer- 
tain favorable conditions were met: 
Industrial unionism is the correct method 

but it must in the case of Canadian industries 

be international unionism, because the industries 

of Canada and the United States are so closely 

connected. 18 


Apparently the Journal "labor expert" was not following the 


successful growth of the C.B.R.E. 
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Under the headline "Machinists Vote Against Prop- 
osed "One Big Union'", the Journal publicized the refusal to 
endorse the 0.B.U. by local 817 of the International Assoc- 
ation of Machinists "...until such time as this question 
has been discussed internationally as proposed by the Seattle 


central labor Bodyven, #8? 


The Edmonton Bulletin coverage of 
this machinists’ resolution, given page one coverage on 
April 12, possessed similar content as its article was based 
on the same press release sent to the Journal. 

The purge of delegates of union locals which sup- 
ported the 0.B.U., occurring on April21; *received ‘lengthly 
coverage in the Edmonton press on April 22. The Journal 
headline read "Secession Delegates Lose Their Seats in Edmon~ 
ton Trades and Labor Council" and "President Explodes Sur- 
prise Bomb When He Expelled All Those Who Had Favored ‘One 
Big Union" Scheme Formulated at Calgary.” The Bulletin 
headline revealed that "Seats of Delegates Favoring One 
Big Union Declared Vacant By Trades and Labor Council” and 
"Sensation Sprung at Meeting of Council Last Night by Ruling 
of Executive Committee." That delegates expelled all who 
favored personally the 0.B.U. scheme was false. George 
Perkins, for example, was expelled from the E.T. b LeO. 
because his local of the machinists’ union supported the 
O.B.U. and not himself personally. Because of the publicity 
given that he was an 0.B.U. proponent, Perkins had to elicit 


reer TLS 


195 Gmonton JOUrMOL, April 175.1015. 


ner 


Nun Te ‘aie dace er: i 
7 ager 

Paces th), wi ba bgt ibeaxtaios., ett note i 
7h 7 ul 

Meroe ee WOKE) focal ya) seal sm a 


ty PLA. eee ES pas CAPAW sa el igkindt 


bs Serbuy dd a WL ianot t ah oneal “pewsune tM ; 


o8: 


oe nit Le ahs wes ; vie me . bo uemad al! 
ST ary re NWP aids wht ; PATA iy | relfariit . m 


oe Jeaetnhe Seltmhs beaspaeaq ‘St ci 
: / 
‘bynayel, wad wd dea eeweledg: waenc sitae Sf 


7) Me 4a : ths. gpl aa ie no gees aD Te i hege ati edt: 2 - 2 
Pe 4 oe 
¥3AA oee€ we hes 2 [isqgé se patrgocce 4 UR Bee 


SONU ant of Lowe ad egetd WodneRbs one alae 

Yi Ht Gewese elahl. ews t setcueseo ACA eee see” Dees ont 
Hie gon i tea BAeh Tere? tno. “2 lenhed sucet bine wet r ts 
oT MTA ge EE OU OTT Ae yh+ anes ee a “lal ce ¢ s a 


4 


“TiS ak Crea" seer. hd Diy vie debts. emeiin?' ‘nol 

pie? ettegetud te adbew lap belbaves orate 
one EL onwbS soded bee. bitigay, gh Sibow? Beralsed entntig 
yo tilts wal or 1 teed Mie “Tt Cee k pape on paurga fiokseangem 


ap 


cihe.~ iil om both fon ee watanetny ul * ag dbus ‘ay Ab oRsC. 
: Pa oan 
aceare) S200). oew onerga’ «be fa0 atte ‘Ubtarioerny! verowey | 


co el ae ea CT aT RR bat Luque see ohmic: “fo? lene 


- ens betrepue solag *e?ctnddpem ane 90. Ebbeot ot 


OAL 


, po Ww 


rf af 


a 


Daalee ) 
whee bey at? ey idiaiiide ‘¥iiewée sea vines on bn, ih 
' NAA ) 
eae ble as jen) airl wile) g* oneNGO : ‘ 


ee? 


the intervention of those in the trade union establishment. 
At an E.T. & L.C. meeting on August 18, Perkins revealed 

that "..«ehe had lost his job, had been black-balled generally 
in the shops, and even by men coming from Winnipeg had been 


you For- 


told he was known as a Red and an O.B.U. agitator. 
giveness was extended Perkins after his abject recantation. 
The power of the press to inaccurately indicate Perkins* 
views was clearly indicated by this episode. 

The meeting of April 27, organized to oppose the 
sxpulsion of delegates from the E.T. & L.C. on April 21, was 
reported on in both Edmonton papers on April 28. This meet-~ 
ing was held in a packed Albion Hall. At the meeting a 
resolution was passed condemning “the high handed methods of 


21 One speaker, 


the executive in unseating the delegates." 
Alderman Broach of Calgary, stated that he had been sent to 
Edmonton by his trades and labor council "to speak against 
the high handed manner of the kee & ce Executive in 


n22 Joe Knight and Alex Susmar 


expelling those local unions. 
were additional speakers who attacked the GC tLoneon eine etre 
& L.C. executive. Protest meetings such as this, while 
indicative of the amount of pro-0.B.U. sentiment which 


existed within Edmonton, could not reverse the tide which 


favored the “international” craft unions and their attacks 


20-Gmonton Journal, August 19, 1919. 
21 agmonton Bulletin, April 28, 1918. 


22 ibid. 
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against the 0.B.U. movement. That these attacks were just- 
ified was not doubted by “loyalists" such as Elmer Roper who 
stated, under the heading "A House Divided ---", the follow- 
ing: 
International trade unionism must stand steady 
on its course.... Better far to have a small move- 
ment steady, strong and advancingeces 
There is no desire in the minds of international 
trade unionists to interfere with the activities of 
the 0.B.U. Only as that organization seeks to dis- 
rupt our institutions is it necessary for us to set 
our face firmly against it. We are convinced... 
that the ie even and the American Federation of 
Labor are pursuing the proper course in purging 
international trades unionism of the disrupting 
Toi Luences. 1725 
The’creation of the 0.B8.U., during and after the 
Western Labor Conference, was given profuse, although dis- 
torted, coverage by the Edmonton press. The leadership 
Wikia the Ateerta | GaderatlonsOteraponr ana lthe tele << last. 
realizing that the western conference would assume a mil- 
itant posture, was able to ensure that the “right type" of 
delegate would predominate among the Edmonton contingent. 
The Calgary convention of the B.C. Federation of Labor, held 
immediately prior to the Western Labor Conference, not only 
produced its own “radical” resolutions, but its delegates 
remained in the city to enthusiastically endorse similar 
resolutions including those which pertained to the proposed 
O.8.U. The January, 19179, convention of the Awb. oF Le. 


Occurred two months prior to the Calgary meeting and the 


executives of the A.F. of Le and the E.T. & L.C. could easily 
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predict the types of resolutions which would predominate at 
the March gathering. O.B.U. supporters in Edmonton, such as 
Berg and Knight, having revealed their intentions too early 
within the Edmonton labor movement, made themselves "sitting 
ducks" for those "loyalists" dominant within Edmonton. 
Hence, the April 21 purge of 0O.B.U. proponents within the 
E.T. & L-C. was relatively easy, and the Edmonton Labor 
centre, as opposed to those in Winnipeg and Vancouver, was 
"made safe" for international craft unionism. Edmonton 
could hence serve as a "beachhead" for a counterattack by 
the "internationals". The press, rather than merely report- 
ing this assault against the secessionists within the local 
labor movement, rendered it active assistance by propagating 
the views of such “loyalists” as Elmer Roper and “labor's 
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Chapter IX 
PRESS COVERAGE OF LABOR UNREST IN 1919 


The General Strike Movement 
The Seattle General Strike, considered by labor 

historians as being the prototype of Canadian and U.S. 
general strikes in 1919, commenced on February 6. The 
buUbletineheadlined the fact with “55,000 Union Men Went Gut 
on Strike «in Seattle on Thursday."! This walkout was inten- 
ded to demonstrate sympathy with 25,000 striking shipyard 
employees, many of whom were members of metal trades unions.“ 
The strike leaders, hailing the action as being the first of 
its kind in the U.S., created a general strike committee 
and various structures later copied by other general strike 
proponents. Different stages of the strike were repeated 
at Winnipeg and elsewhere. The begining of the strike saw 
the dilemma among strike leaders as to which utilities 
should remain in operation.> Saber rattling by Seattle's 
mayor, Ole Hanson, was calculated to terminate the strike by 
creating schisms within the ranks of the strikers: 

[The mayor|...issued the following notice to the 

strike committee: “I hereby notify you that unless 

the sympathetic strike is called off at 8 a.m., 


February 8, I will take steps to operate all 
essential industries and place this city under 


Te dmonton Bulletin, ;ebruary if. 1919. 
2F dmonton Journal, February 6, 1919. 


3edmonton Bulletin, February 7, 1919. 
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control of ‘the federal government.” 

The Edmonton press reported efforts by civic and 
state authorities, as well as conservative labor leaders 
under instructions from the American Federation of Labor, 
to terminate the strike. Hence, the general strike comn- 
fitee, reacting tonthenintervention orenaer. fare eeaders, 
was reported to have called off the strike on February 10 
and to have ordered the strikers to resume working by noon 
On February 11. Threats of lose of charters and strike ben- 
efits, as well as other penalties, were issued by the heads 
of "international" unions, and this provoked an almost 
inevitable split between labor “militants” and “conserv- 
atives."° 

The press emphasized the role the I.W.W.e played 
in the strike. After the return to work order on February 
10, Mayor Hanson gloated over the supposed demoralization 
of the strikers and the schism "between labor and the 
pn. Ysa*4 oAccompanyaiang ‘the WGournal account of this was, ion 
the same page, an article headlined by "U.S. Deporting 
Fifty-Four I.W.eW. Members; Taken to Atlantic Under Guard.” 
Forty of the alleged I.W.W. adherents slated for summary 
deportation came from Seattle: 

The majority of the men were alien labor agita- 


tors picked up by officers of the United States 
immigration service during a year of secret cam- 


4¢dmonton Journal, February 7, 1919. 
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paigning in industrial centres of the Pacific 

coast. The majority of the prisoners will be 

sent back to Russian provinces. 6 
Why Russia was to be the destination of the "agitators" was 
not revealed. According to their guards, the prisoners were 
mainly Norwegians, Swedes, and Finns. 

In a subsequent Journal editorial entitled "The 
Deportation of Dangerous Aliens", the U.S. action was lauded 
On the grounds that, during a period of postwar reconstruc- 
tion and economic dislocation, “..«.the professional trouble- 
maker flourishes." ! A subsequent editorial, while leaving 
open the question as to whether or not the Seattle strike 
was an attempted Bolshevist revolution instigated by the 
I.WeW., concluded that general strikes are "economically 
falacd oustiMe 

That a general strike would occur at Winnipeg in 
May was difficult to discern in the Journal. While strike 
action was possible among civic workers on May 1, 1919, 
which marked the start of the fiscal year for the Winnipeg 
Suvee administration, a Journal headline, "Winnipeg Thinks 
Possibility of Strike Remote”, belied the actual situation. 
At the end of April, the paper revealed that "Winnipeg Looks 
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For Big Strike onidist? Ofomay:, This May Day walkout did 
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not ensue, but by May 10 the metal and building trades exper- 


ienced a Stmabebe 


Two days later, an article only five 
column inches in size and buried on page six, reported that 
"Winnipeg Will Probably See General Strike." This report 
stated that, out of approximately 17,000 strike votes cast, 
Only about 300 opposed a walkout in sympathy with the build- 
ing and metal apigosius On May 14, another page six article 
indicated that [an | "Order Is Given In Winnipeg For General 
Strike", this strike being intended to enforce the principle 
of collective bargaining, © Only on day one of the Winnipeg 
General Strike did the Winnipeg situation merit first page 
coverage, the paper announcing that "Twenty-Seven Thousand 
Union Men in Winnipeg Left Their Posts fodaysie” 

The general strike occupied the front pages of the 
Edmonton press for most of the period which lasted until the 
end of June. While both dailies relied on similar wire ser- 
vices for their information, their headlining and emphasis 
varied. When the telegraphers voted to strike on May 16, 
these wire services were disrupted but the Journal utilized 
mailed dispatches. One such "Special to the Journal” ind- 


icatedethe biased nature of thisaform ofenews, dissemination: 


vente he guant spectre of hunger no longer 
menaces any but those who have laid down their 


V1eamonton Journal, May 10, 1919. 


12¢ dmonton Journal, May 12, 1919. 


13; imanton Journal, May 14, 1919. 
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tools *6s8e 
The policy of injuring the general citizen 
body, which is powerless to settle the issues 
involved, is ane which..«.must be discredited in 
the eyes of the union men. 
In.a general way the situation...is regarded 
as a reflection of the world-wide unrest as a 
Resw: ( Ofetheswhiaheecgst Or 1ivinos) “thau. ltvcamne 
to a head here is due to the agitation of a num- 
ber of Socialist leaders, among whom were some 
Bolshevists of a distinctly dangerous type. 15 
Another such letter gave prominence to the Citizens’ Commit- 
tee and its rejection of the claim by the Metal Trades 
Council that it was the bargaining agent for all affiliated 
union locals. The Citizens’ Committee was stated to have 
endorsed the right of collective bargaining by individual 
trade unions, but “would not tolerate outsiders being part- 
ies to the negotiations.” The federal Minister of Labor 
was reported to have supported the Committee's viewpoint. © 
The Edmonton press stressed the inconvenience 
caused the "general citizenry" by the strikers. The Citiz- 
ens’ Committee, taking up the cudgels on behalf of this 
amorphous mass, was represented as a group of vigilant trib- 
unes who articulated the sentiments of the great Winnipeg 
public. The Journal especially propagated the pronounce- 
ments of the Committee. Both papers, however, published 
advertisements paid for by the organization. 


One full page advertisement was a plea from the 


"Citizens of Winnipeg to the Citizens of Edmonton” asking 


1S amontan Journal, May 24, 1919. 
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for assistance in the Formation of a "Country-wide oraqan- 
ization to protect Canada." The notice stressed the exten- 
sive economic dislocation caused in Winnipeg and western 
Canada "lblecause three private firms in Winnipeg could not 
agree with their workers.e«.e.” It was alleged that the ult- 
imate objective of the strike was to place the city “and 
country under the administration of the Soviet government 
sees” The Committee predicted that general strike activity 
could continue into the summer and autumn, this being fom- 
ented by a "eeeSinister group of secret agents, who during 
the war were agents of German sedition in Canada and the 
United States.” These future strikes would terminate dist- 
ribution of food commodities and deny veterans their "post- 
war gratuities and deferred pay.” 

Thus a situation would be created where hungry, 

desperate men would be ripe for any trouble... 

and a social revolution could be carried out at 

a stroke. “7 
The advertisement posed two basic choices facing Canadians: 
"the Russian Soviet form of government" and "the Red Flag 
of Revolution" or “the British Constitution" and “the Union 
‘SJack". “Le concluded iit the plea that representatives of 
all existing Citizens’ Committees correspond with the Win- 
nipeg Citizens' Committee of One Thousand so that a national 
structure could be established. 

That a revolution had errupted at Winnipeg was 


difficult to discern from Edmonton press coverage of the 


17 amontan pulvecin, June-10, 1919. 
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first phase of the strike. One of the earlier Bulletin 
reports stated that quiet and order predominated in the city: 


The most noticeable features of out-door life on 
[the first and second days of the strike] has 
been the enormous number of automobiles on the 
streets and the predominence of men parading on 
the main thoroughfares of the city. 18 


Violent occurences were given extensive coverage by the 
press during the latter stages of the strike. On June 3, 
the Journal revealed on page one that "Disorderly Winnipeg 
Crowds Before Industrial Bureau Smash Autos and March On.” 
An estimated crowd of three thousand was reported to have 
broken into the industrial bureau and then to have proceeded 
to raid the headquarters of the Citizens’ Committee. "The 
mob," allegedly strikers and sympathizers, "tore the commit- 


tee's sign from the building and carried it down the street 


a ba 


triumphantly at the head of the parade. The Bulletin, 


too, emphasized the violent side of the general strike when 
it announced that "Returned Soldier Constables Attacked -- 


Strike Grip Breaks.” 


Serious clashes resulted from demonstrations 
by strike sympathizers against returned soldier 
constables this evening [June 10]. 

A large crowd gathered...with the main dis- 
turbance occuring at the corner of Portage avenue 
and Main, where strikers and sympathizers disarmed 
and assaulted individual special policemen.... 
Missiles were thrown by the crowd, the police 
retailiating [sic] by free use of their batons on 
the heads of the demonstrants. 20 


TO a iont en Bulletin, May 17,° 1949. 


195 amonton Journal, June 3, 1919. 
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The violent confrontation between demonstrating 
strikers and the R.N.W.M.P., on June 21, was given lengthy 
coverage in the Bulletin under the headline "One Killed and 
About Fifty Wounded Is Total Casualty In Winnipeg Riot 
Saturday." The crowd, estimated to have comprised 20,000 
strikers, sympathizers, returned soldiers, and women and 
children, was reported to have initially been orderly. How- 
ever, after several minor altercations occurred, a single 
line of red-coated mounted police arrived. 

A hundred yards behind this first rank came a 

second rank of khaki-clad horsemen, said by the 

crowd to be members of the Strathcona Horse and 

Fort Garry Horse, but afterwards stated by Ald- 

erman Gray to be Royal North-West policemen 

returned from the front to whom had not been 

issued the well-known scarlet tunic. 21 
After the Bulletin described the arrival of the R.N.W.M.P. 
and "“khaki-clad horsemen", it substituted the word "mob" 
for the term “crowd” which it had used earlier. One such 
confrontation between the police and the “passionate mob" 
was reported as follows: 

Sexe had now become a passionate mob, determined 

on teaching the military a lesson. From all road- 

ways nearby bricks had been torn up and hurled at 

the backs of the horsemen. 
The attitude of a member of the "mob", surprisingly art- 
iculate during such a melee, was indicated by a quotation: 

"That is the end of. them,” remarked a striker. 


"We will now get on with the silent parade. They 
thought they could stop us, but we will show them 
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who are the masters of the streets of Winnipeg."24 


The man reported killed was Mike Sokolwoki, “registered 
alien”, who was shot through the heart as he was crossing 
William Avenue at the time of one of the police charges. 
That violence of this nature occurred during a Canadian 
labor dispute might have surprised the Edmonton newspaper 
reader had he not been, during the preceding weeks, condit- 
ioned into accepting the violent proclivities of the Winni- 
peg strikers. 

On May 22, the Journal gave page one coverage to an 
article sniiiienitg that "Industrial Unrest To Be Taken Up By 
Dominion Cabinet." Sir Robert Borden was scheduled to re- 
sume his leadership duties in Ottawa on May 26 after attend- 
ing the Paris Peace Conference: 

Sir Robert was a member of the peace conference 

and committee on Labor, and is credited with 

having drafted the labor memorandum. He has 

advanced progressive ideas on the subject. 23 
These “advanced progressive ideas” were urgently needed, for 
a wave of general sympathetic strikes swept Canada after 
May 15. The Edmonton press, late in May, was studded with 
‘dispatches from Calgary, Saskatoon, Regina, Moose Jaw, Leth- 
bridge, Vancouver, and Toronto, relating general strike 
agitation occurring in these centres. 

The Unionist government utilized the Hon. Gideon 


Robertson as "trouble-shooter”" during this critical period. 


23e umonton Journal, May 22, 1919. 
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The Minister of Labor at first attempted to head off threat- 
ened sympathetic strikes by wiring officials of western 
Trades and Labor Councils the reassuring news that: 
Progress is being made here [Winnipeg] and feel 
sure an adjustment can be reached and that 
sympathetic action on the part of trade unions 
in other cities is very undesirable from the 
standpoint of all interests and wholly unneces- 
sary to a satisfactory adjustment of matters in 
disputesn 24 
Robertson was in Winnipeg at this time, and his telegrams to 
the E.f. & L.C. and other Alberta trade union centres were 
forwarded by F.°J. Harrison, dominion fair wage officer at 
Calgary. Mr.e Harrison also released the news to Alberta 
newspapers that a settlement at Winnipeg was hceped for by 
Monday, May 26. This was the intended date for the commen- 
cement of the Edmonton sympathetic strike, and strike votes 
among local unionists were being taken at the time of Mr. 
Harrison's announcement. That the Journal article was pub- 
lished on May 23 was a possible attempt to influence the 
local labor vote. 
The Bulletin reflected the supposed optimism being 
sounded by the federal government regarding labor unrest 
ei it headed an article with [ Borden | "Hopeful That Sit- 
uation May Be Cleared Up" and "Premier Borden Thinks Nation- 


n29 


al Unrest Is Only Temporary Agitation. Accompanying 


Borden's optimistic pronouncements were those from Gideon 
24edmonton Journal, May 23, 1919. 


25 Gmonton Pibletam, lay -27,) 1919. 
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Robertson to all who would listen that the Winnipeg strike 
was entitled to no sympathy or support. Ina wire to Mayor 
Marshal of Calgary he revealed: 
I have no hesitation in stating that the One 

Big Union movement is the underlying power of the 

whole trouble, and that the Winnipeg general strike 

deserves no sympathy or support from the labor 

Organizations outside. 26 
That Robertson realized that the 0.B.U. secessionist move- 
ment was an assault against the American Federation of 
Labor's domination of the Canadian labor movement, and that 
the Winnipeg strike could very well be part of such an 
assault, was indicated by a page one article published by 
the Journal on May 30. 

The gravity of the situation in Winnipeg today, and 

in fact, a condition pregnant with fateful meaning 

for possibly all Canada...is forecasted by a dis- 

patch from Senator Robertson...to Samuel Gompers... 

appealing to the chief of the American Federation 

of Labor to give the subject his personal attent- 

ion.-..« Robertson asserts, “The movement under- 

lying the strike has for its purpose the destruct- 

ion of the international union.” 27 

The arrest of Winnipeg strike leaders commenced on 

June 17 was given first page coverage by the Edmonton press. 
The Journal introduced this wave of arrests with the head- 
line "Seditious Utterances Charge Against 9 Leaders of 


Strikes" 


Acting on authority from the federal governmenteccy, 
nine men whom secret service authorities had marked 
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down as spreaders of Bolshevist propaganda, were 
arrested this morning. 28 


As the federal government dragnet widened, persons far afield 
from Winnipeg felt the forces of retribution descend upon 
them. Hence, W. A. Pritchard, travelling to the West Coast, 
was seized at Calgary on June 19 when his C.P.R. coach arriv- 
ed there at 6:40 peme-> The arrested, whose ranks increased 


daily, had charges of seditious libel and seditious cons- 


pinacy hurled against them.°” 


The arrests evoked considerabie editorial comment. 
The Bulletin, in an editorial entitled "*Dirsct Action‘ 
by Government", stated that the men arrested would get no 
sympathy from the public. 


They set themselves up as dictators and frankly 
announced that their purpose was the overthrow 
of existing governmental organization and auth- 
ority. Well, the government had taken up the 
challenge and the dictators whose latest decree, 
that the babies of Winnipeg should not get milk 
was still partially in force on Sunday last, are 
now in Stoney Mountain penitentiaryecee 

The difficultyjaf the situation is that two 
wrongs do not make a right. “Direct Action" by 
a government is objectionable and as dangerous 
as “direct action” by the Bolshevik. 31 


Several other editorials in the Bulletin imputed the same 
thing. The government had allowed the strike leaders to 


perpetrate their "treason" for weeks and, after allowing 


28- amonton’ Journal, June 17) 1919. 


29¢dmonton Journal, June 20, 1919. 


30 gmanton.pulletin, June 18, 1949. 


31 -GmaneRnaUlaetins dane 17) 1970" 
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the situation to drift, summarily arrested the accused with- 
out following correct legal procedures. This violation of 
legal norms could be construed as being an infringement upon 
individual liberties and would, perhaps, enable the 
detainees to pose as martyrs. This would be a form of pro- 
vocation which would further exacerbate industrial unrest. 

The Journal soon rebutted the editorials of its 
BiVal @eolnpangeditorial»entitled,,."The.*Provocation’ Cry", 
the Bulletin was mocked for its inconsistency. Oliver's 
paper had allegedly attacked the government most vocifer- 
ously because it was not actively intervening in the Winni- 
peg situation. Yet, once the government did act, the 
Bulletin was “wailing” at the "provocation" directed against 
Organized labor. While the Bulletin had every right to 
change its opinions as often as political expediency dictat~ 
ed, and while nothing less could be expected from that 
paper, it did not have the right to "misrepresent completely 
what [had | happeneda"~- 

The trials of the Winnipeg strike leaders in July 
and August, 1919, were also Parrot at length. The 
| correspondence of socialist leaders, and 0.8.U. proponents, 
was submitted in evidence by the Crown to prove the existence 
of a "seditious conspiracy." While correspondence from 
persons living in Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, and Winni- 
peg was introduced at the trials, letters and publications 
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seized from the homes of Edmontonians are of particular 
interest. In Chapter IV, reference was made to these 
seizures which occurred early in the morning of July 1. 
Both Edmonton newspapers, relying upon the same dispatches, 
reported the citing of this documentation at the Winnipeg 
court session of July 31. The newspaper articles, when 
quoting excerpts from letters, indicated that lengthy pass- 
ages from them were either not quoted at the trial or not 
included in the newspaper coverage. This taking of phrases 
out of context, a dubious practice at any time, certainly 
was bound to create prejudice within the minds of the news- 
paper reader. It is not surprising that Anti seme HBe social- 
ists, denied political power and certain that “their day had 
come", would use rhetoric in private correspondence or con 
versation among themselves that would sound ebullient or 
even “extreme”. That they planned to achieve certain results 
from the Western Labor Conference was obvious. That they 
engaged in behind-the-scenes manipulative strategy was 
equally obvious. That the trade union "establishment" 
engaged in similar manipulations has already been indicated 
in Part One of this thesis. The world of politics constantly 
sees such behind-the-scenes maneuvering which, while often 
unpalatable to those not initiated in the arts of political 
intrigue, is hardly “seditious conspiracy". 

Corporal Albert Moss of the R.N.W.M.P. searched the 
home and office of Carl Berg and produced at the trial let- 


tres and literature seized. The titles of these books, 
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which probably came from the homes of all Edmontonians raid- 
ed (although the newspaper report did not make this clear), 
ranged from the whimsical to the very "radical" (from the 
point-of-view of a Unionist living in 1919). J. °B. Coyne, 
crown prosecutor, pointed out that "a large quantity" of the 
literature seized was still under ban. "The Right to Be 
Lazy" was one of the more whimsical titles cited, whereas 
"Lessons of the Russian Revolution” by “Nicholas Lenine [sic|" 
probably ,~eveked.horror.from staunch, Tories, im.1919..:"O0n 
Whose Side Are You, Worker or Capitalist" was a title which 
could wery well be that imprinted on the cover page of a 
pamphlet produced by a more militant wing of the British 
Labor Party. Same of the publications cited were obviously 
public relations literature extolling the Soviet regime.» 
Considering the type of press coverage given the Russian 
Revolution im 17918, and 19195, surely a small attempt te pro- 
vide “equal time" to the Soviet viewpoint could not be con- 
demned by an objective person. 

One letter addressed to J. Re Kain, writven. on 
November 29, 1918 and closed by the phrase “Yours in revolt, 
R. B. Russell", was entered as evidence. With regard to the 
Western Labor Conference, Russell was cited as writing that 
",eewe would pack it with reds and no doubt start some- 


34 


Chkng se" Another letter, claimed to have been written by 


33 gmonton Bulletin, August 1, 1919. 
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John F. Maguire, an “official of the ‘socialist party of 
Canada" who was residing with Joe Knight on July 1, was 
dated “January 13) 719190" Describing the 1919°cenventian of 
the Alberta Federation of Labor, Maguire stated that "we 
Qave the Bolsheviki the finest boost that has been accomp- 
lished for some time." When the western conference came up 
hor discussion atthe A..F. of L. convention, “we carried 
that against the wishes of the machine." Maguire stated 
that “We must plan to have a bumper meeting when we all are 
in Calgary and then surely this is one place that we can 
paint red." A letter from Joe Knight supposedly revealed 
how he considered unemployment as being "...the most glor- 
fous Oppertunity to shew the *plug” the only solution...is 
by continually pointing to him (as you say) the situation in 
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The Edmonton Sympathetic Strike as Viewed by the Press 


As the strike was discussed in Chapter IV, many of 
the specific details of this short sympathetic strike will 
be omitted and attention will be paid to journalistic and 
' public attitudes toward the event. The Edmonton Journal 
refused to acknowledge the likelihood of an Edmonton strike, 
and news articles as well as editorials indicated its dub- 
iousness. One such article, headlined "Edmonton Labor flan 


to Take Strike Vote on Sunday Afternoon", stated: 
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That the fever of unrest which seems to be spread-~ 

ing throughout the length and breadth of the 

dominion is felt in this city has been evident 

for sometime, although conditions here are by no 

Means such as to warrant such drastic action as 

the strike. 36 
The Bulletin was not sanguine. On May 23, in a page one 
aqcevele entitled, “Wnion, Ufficials Are Of Opinion Strike 
Coming," the consensus among Edmonton local officials that 
rank and file unionists favored a sympathetic strike was 
reported. In anticipation of such a strike, Alderman Milton 
Martin suggested that a special meeting of City Council be 
called on the evening of May 23, and this suggestion was 
implemented. Alderman Martin acknowledged that this meeting 
could not prevent a-strike in Edmenton, but, that it could 
perhaps apply pressure upon the federal government to exped- 
ite a settlement at Winnipeg. Invited to the meeting were 
employers and employees as well as trade union officials. < 

The Bulletin article stressed the attempts at 

conciliation being made by the mayor and aldermen. The 
Journal, perhaps attempting to intimidate trade unionists, 
headlined its coverage of the special council meeting with 
, “W"Plitary Officers To Be Present At Special Meeting of Coun- 
cil" and "Some Definite Action May Be Taken to Try and Avert 
Stnikeein Ednamton. * 


Word came to the city commissioners on Friday 
morning that military officers will be present at 
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the council meeting. Brigs Gens H. F. MacDonald, 
G.0.C. at Calgary, has instructed Major Miller of 
Gatigqaryetovtattondvaas WSs 
The Journal also revealed that Supt. Wroughton of the 
R.NeWeM.P. conferred with Mayor Clarke on May 22, the strike 
situation allegedly the topic under discussion. 

The results of the May 23 meeting were indicated in 
the Bulletin under the heading “Council Sure City Labor Is 
To Be Trusted." The article indicated that Mayor Clarke 
believed that the unions would vote 85 to 90% in favor of a 
strike. Reverend F. E. Mercer also suggested that a symp- 
athetic strike was likely, and that the City Council had 
better prepare for this probability. The Mayor added to the 
discussion by asking, rhetorically, 

eveif it were not true that the whole trouble 

rested upon the swollen profiteers from the war, 

who would not recognize the unions because they 

were tickled to death to get the chance to lock 

out the men. They had made so much money during 

the war, and they were now overstocked. 39 
The lawyer, Alderman Grant, pointed out that existing agree- 
ments would not permit unions to strike. Also, the Edmonton 
labor movement was dominated by "...a body of men to whose 
efforts it was due that, more than any other city, Edmonton 
had been free from strikes." A resolution, moved by Ald. 


Grant and seconded by Ald. Esdale, was passed unanimously by 
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That this council has continued confidence 
in the men at the head of affairs of the Trades 
and Labor Council and believes that they will 
do their utmost to avert any strike in this 
city. Deo 
At the end of this remarkably optimistic gathering, the 
Council resolved to meet again on Monday, May 26, 

The morning Bulletin headline on May 26 was “Labor 
Unions Vote Three to One for Walk out -= Definite Order of 
Strike to Develop.” As the paper was printed prior to the 
hour scheduled for the strike, it was able to publish on day 
Gne of the walk out. For subsequent editions, it had to 
rely on gasoline engines to operate its presses until elec- 
tric power could again be utilized. The paper published a 
notice informing its readership, on May 26, that the three 
unions into which the Bulietin printers were organized had 
no disagreement with the paper, but curtailment of production 
could possibly ensue because of "outside pressure unjustly 
and unwarrantably exercised upon the employees." *" The news- 
paper gave voluminous coverage to the strike and, almost 
daily, published a column on "The Local Strike Situation 
Today". 

Unlike the Bulletin, the Journal could not publish 
an edition on May 26. On May 27, its headline above its 
strike coverage was "Civic Conditions Nearing Normal" fol- 
lowed by subheadlines such as "Citizen's Are Organizing to 
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Provide Auto Service” and "All Stores Are Open Doing Usual 


Business, City Power Resumed. "2 


The, Journal, on May 27, 
GOpied its competiter by publishing a column, “Tha Strike 
Today." It soon ceased this practice since, after the first 
week elapsed, it was convinced that this was not a "real 
general strike" and said so in its editorial columns. 
Editorial opinion regarding the strike was essent- 
jally the same in both Edmonton dailies. A typical Bulletin 
editorial was subtitled, "The Right to Live" and stated: 
Self preservation is the first law of naturee.r.. 
The right of self defence -- except as against duly 
constituated authority -- is inherent and inalien- 
able; without distinction as between man and man, 
or between class anc class. 43 
The editorial went on to describe how the Winnipeg Citizens’ 
Committee was necessary as a self defence measure when the 
operation of utilities was interfered with by the strike 
committee. The efforts of the former committee led toa 
restoration of such essential utilities as water service. 
In the case of Edmonton, the citizens were entitled to a 
complete enjoyment of their utilities and should City Coun- 
cil be unable eae thisy Lt, hoGsbeSt ss. eVacCaLe Oftles, 
and let responsible citizens have a free hand in protecting 
themselves." That this advocacy of vigilante committees 
contradicted the Bulletin's professed concern for obedience 
to “duly constitutedeautiority ” did neluseem to occum to the 


426 dmonton Hotrnal, May 27, 19719. 
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editorialist. 

The Journal wrote editorials of a less belligerent 
mien. One maintained that general strikes were detrimental 
to the community and to the cause of organized labor. They 
could not possibly achieve their professed objectives. 

It was because it seemed so clear that the calling 

of a sympathetic strike here would be so senseless 

a proceeding and so calculated to impair the pos- 

ition of great strength which organized labor had 

won for ,itself that The Journal refused, until the 

very hour of the declaration of the strike, to 

believe that it would actually be brought into 

effect. 44 
The professed surprise of the Journal that a sympathetic 
SErike would ensue was, of course; fatuovusVeeAllyY indicators 
after the May 19 meeting of the E.7T. & L.C. signified the 
Occurance of a strike, and the Journal's own labor columnist, 
Fe £€. Mercer, could have ‘confirmed this. 

The vigilante action which the Bulletin sought did 
not occur. That such action was necessary may have occured 
to the paper's readers when spotting the headline "SOVIET 
GOVT. IN EDMONTON”. This misleading heading was placed over 
the article summarizing the contents of the first special 
strike edition of the Edmonton Free Press. One typical 
quote from the Free Press, cited by the Bulletin, was: 

The Police association voted by an overwhelm- 

ing majority to walk out, and that organization 
stands ready to act “at the “calP ‘of the committed. 


Edmonton firemen are out. However, for the 
protection of life and property the strike commit- 


44-amonton Journal, May 27, 1919. 
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tee is instructing the firemen® to return to the fire 
halls and stand by as usual. 45 

Stripped of all braggadocio, the Free Press article implied 
that the Edmonton strike committee had no intention of 
involving key civic employees, necessary for the safety and 
prantection of Edmontoniensy in the strike. In ‘spite of this, 
the Bulletin gave page one coverage, in its May 27 edition, 
to a short article entitled "Citizens Committee May Be 
Formed To Defend Themselves." Such a committee was formed 
as the Journal indicated in its headline "Citizens Organize 
Protective Assoc. Against The Strike" and "Will Support 
City Council in Efforts to Maintain the Necessary Public 
Utility Service and To Assist Those Engaged in Essential 
Industries." The committee met daily in the Macdonald Hotel 
with S. B. Woods appointed as its chairman. At its meeting 
on May 28, Alderman C. Grant reported that all utilities 
were running, except the street cars, this revelation cont- 
radicting the heading over the article which implied that 
City Council needed “support” to maintain the utility ser- 
Pleaser 

That the Citizens’ Committee did not flourish was a 
reflection of the fact that the strike was obviously dying 
by attrition after the first week. Several craft unions did 
not support the strike from its inception. The Bulletin 


flaunted this fact in an article headed by “Several Unions 


456 dmanton Bulletin, May 27, 1919. 
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Voting Against General Strike." The headline was misleading 
since some unions cited did not vote, one example being the 
Typographers’ union which justified its nonparticipation on 
the grounds that it did not "...have the powers to declare a 
strike under the circumstances without a direct order from 
the international union." / Civic employees were back at 
work by the end of the first week of the walkout. Most 
"international" unions refused to sanction a walk out as a 
Bulletin headline on May 29 signified: "Railway Tie-up Is 
Improbable; International Order To The Local Unions Forbid 
Strike.” While these "international" orders were often 
ignored by Edmonton railway employees, they were nevertheless 
of importance in that they denied strike funds to those 
engaged in an unauthorized walk out. 

The Edmonton strikers, many of whom were not suppor- 
ted by their union leadership, had their morale shattered by 
the attacks upon them from the press. The Edmonton Free 
Press, in an editorial in its May 31 edition, urged an end 
tothe strike. Their editorial, cited in Chapter IV above, 
was given great prominence by the daily press. The Bulletin, 
ppior to the receipt of mailed ,copies,of «the ‘Eree Press by 
many subscribers, quoted the editorial under the headline 
"Official Organ of Strike Says Union Labor Should Return.” 


The Journal also publicised this editorial prior to the 
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official release date of the labor newspaper. © 


The relationship between the strike committee and 
the City Council was kept on a fairly civil basis. Many 
persons prominent in the E.T. & L.C. establishment opposed 
the strike, and were only too happy to see it disintegrate. 
Mayor Clarke wanted the strike to end but also wanted the 
support of organized labor for the 1919 mayoralty contest. 
His tightrope performance, described in Chapter IV, was one 
which involved the cajoling of unionists, especially civic 
employees, into returning to work without appearing anti- 
labor. As many civic employees were only too anxious to 
return to work, and supported the strike mainly because of 
the prevailing sentiment within other unions, it was not too 
difficult to induce the employees to resume their jobs after 
a short, ritualized, walkout had transpired. During the 
first week of the strike, when city utilities were either 
operated at less than capacity or shut-down, the mayor was 
harassed by aldermen who wanted stern measures taken to end 
the strike. 

The City Council consisted of aldermen who had 
varying degrees of sympathy, or antagonism, toward the 
strikers.,| The firemen's strike of 1918 was very much on the 
minds of the aldermen dealing with the 1919 sympathetic 
strike. J. Kinny, of course, championed labor's cause. 

J. J. McKenzie who, while in the implement business in the 
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south side, was a D.L.P. nominee in December, 1918 and hence 
refrained from belligerent utterances against organized 


feapore.: 


GC SHO erent stviereryein 1916oias doe, inepart!).to 
his support of the striking firemene During the 1919 
strike, Grant, chairman of the safety and health committee 
of City Council, opposed labor's action and spoke at a meet- 
ing of the short-tived Edmonton Citizens* Committee. Not 
having to contest the December, 1919 election, he assumed a 
tough stance toward the unionists. At a meeting of a special 
committee of City Council on the evening of Monday, Mar 26, 
Ald. McCoppen “warned the committee to remember the firemen's 
strike,” 

Ald. Milton Martin said that at the time the public 

were behind the firemen, but now the public were 

not behind the strikers. 

The question was asked how this was known and 

Ald. Grant said he had been out in the town all 

day and if they advertised a citizen meeting for 

that night there would be 5,000 present. 51 
Other “hard-liners” regarding the strikers included 0. Bush, 
We Esdale,"ant@w. Wi. Prevey. > Ald: Sex JieMmcloppen,’an under-= 
taker, tended to be a “soft-liner." He supported the fire- 
men during their 1918 strike. The other aldermen vacillated, 
not wanting to incur the wrath of working-class voters 


during future elections. 


The safety and health committee had four extra 


4°65 80 Chapter VI above. 


SUF dmanton Journas, December 4, 1916. 
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members added to deal with the strike emergency. The expan- 
ded committee was divided between “hard-liners” (Grant, 
Esdale, and Bush) and “soft-liners" (Kinney and McCoppen). 
Aldermen A. McLennan and C. Hepburn were "middle-of~the- 
roaders” although Hepburn was not unsympathetic to the labor 
viewpoint. The committee notified the police commission 
that it would be provided with sufficient funds “.«..tco meet 
any requirements.e.ein order to maintain law and orderesse"* 
The mayor was not as sympathetic to the needs of the police 
commission as the aldermanic committee, stating that "...he 
was not going to have the police commission interfering with 
his authority or over-ruling his prerogatives or he would 
place the city under martial Wetec 

Considering the fact that the police supported the 
strike, there was little possibility that they would be 
hurled against the strikers. Chief Hill had contingency 
plans to secure assistance from the R.N.W.M.P. should the 
situation warrant it. In addition, extra precautions at the 
Police Station were taken, although these were not as drastic 
as local rumor made them seem. Nevertheless, the activities 
of Chief Hill and the police commission incensed Mayor 
Clarke: 


Mayor Clarke complained against what he indicated 
as improper action by the police. It had been 
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reported by a strike committee that there were 
200 rounds.of ammunition at the police station, 
with special constables arranged as well as a 
cook. 54 
While the efforts of city councillors and the mayor 
to restore the full functioning of the utilities were varied, 
and hence will not be examined here in their totality, the 
street railway situation will be examined, as it displayed 
those differences of attitude among aldermen discussed above. 
On May 26 the street railway ceased to function and, on May 
30, full street car service resumed. Pressures were exerted 
against the streetrailwaymen by the press; the Bulletin, for 
example, emphasized the harm done to school children by the 
strike: 
An appeal is being made by school board offic- 
ials to the strike committee for resumption of the 
street car service, owing to the trouble that is 
being experienced by the children and teachers in 
getting to school. Perhaps the worse off are the 
high school students.... 55 
On the afternoon of May 26, the special committee 
appointed by City Council to deal with the strike situation 
(the expanded version of the safety and health committee) 
met, with the utilities situation being the chief topic of 
discussion. In the evening of that Monday, this committee 
met with a delegation from the central strike committee. The 


Edmonton press clearly indicated the attitudes of specific 


members of City Council to the strikers in general, and the 
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street railway shutdown in particular. The following sum- 
marizes statements made at these two meetings: 

Mayor Clarke vs. C. Grant -- The mayor argued that the city 
should go to the strikers asking for men to operate the 
utilities. Ald. Grant argued that if the men would not work 
Gener Mer should be hired” to’ fitl” their places’ 

Ald. C. Hepburn -- Hepburn believed that the local strike 
would not last long and it developed only as an expression 
of sympathy with the Winnipeg strikerse The Edmonton 
strikers wanted action from the federal government. 

Ald. S. McCoppen -- McCoppen stated that a meeting should be 
held with a delegation from the strikers. 

Ald. M. Esdale -- Esdale objected to the strike, stating 
that the city had done nothing to antagonize the trade 
Unionists. 

Ald. 0. Bush ~- Regarding the Mayor's telegrams to the gov- 
ernment at Ottawa, Bush condemned this interference as the 
federal authorities were fully aware of the situation at 
Winnipeg. | 

Mayor Clarke -- As the unions were not asking for very much, 
he believed that the dominion government should not be 
allowed to flout organized labor. 

Ald. Ce. Grant -- (during the evening meeting with the strike 
representatives) Grant asserted to the representatives that 
their objectives had been obtained and little was to be 
gained from a prolongation of the strike. 


Ald. Me. Esdale -=- He asserted that the street cars would 


Fx. 


wie hedod bam ant / age 


tener he aon 0 oat eit i obama 


aye halt See QR Tem, oon arate 


tie ce <remt aoe gibbon BOR. 


bs 

Fen aft 72 wad beupte tres. nis 

ct 

eaoetg) ten TEP GF twats ed nuade A 
#43 Ne) eat ae ote ad ncudeee” == rth 


sc ore 


via beat levah of toe pnd: dent’ fon | 


. is iy ~avanlzda aed \ ont. Hddw, ytd 
soi ieves Letwbe cae aoe nok}se boinee 
blues Sob wae ne bande riegqe dels) aus nagosJok 


iehlote ay gest noidstetshe ast: w ib: 


: ies wee 
@ 4% , Fi > “a 
7 =e a Gia! vi 


ay (eo et hts slate ‘iam se slabs J. 


“Tea. Seng Ewits od abby ida ie bet \ito bay ay 
7 ee + oe 


: a j 
yl a 5 Ay i 
Y . r hang 74 : 
my 6vid ea) orien ree igs Toa eu Gag oditisepan me BL ei DB 


0% at Hi nes @etat Beery henwihieiag awe, sana Oba Fis 

be noe Nhe Byte irs' eas CEAY Site aoWi tacts 1 

toute yeay- 700 nile Cin wed ane Rens, ‘eny aA ginal toy 
cad. dere Biyore, Dime saieoe pti, odetead bevak 2 


\St0det bee inagad gad od baw 
Stiss° ar) Uhiw pn bisws gatnaia we hit | | S 


a 
7 
teste fav betiase ryan eM fF bet peeta: dt ui 

; Ahh ‘ 
< So-es.egu eisolt ong nopbeatde vat Sih aM = 
abies wrk te ¢ 

Htese 2760 feeTsG aves Deore ct 
iA i y Y ‘ : " 
: * ek. a ae 

a % a i oa 


218 


have to be started. 
Ald. S. McCoppen -= McCoppen advocated a partial street car 
servicee 
Ald. M. Martin -- Martin proposed to the unions that a 
limited street railway service be allowed. He opposed the 
use of strikebreakers, but advocated that employees who 
would work be allowed to do so. 
Ald. McCoppen ~~ Mc Coppen proposed that the strike commit- 
tee allow a limited street car service in exchange for a 
concession by council which would send a wire to Ottawa in 
support of the Winnipeg strikers. 
Ald. A. Mclennan -= He supported a limited street car 
service. 
Mayor Clarke -- Clarke told the labor delegation, "Well, I 
think you would have been a bunch of suckers if you had not 
struck and a bunch of suckers if you came Saulakaae 
On May 28, We Marshall, chairman of the publicity 
sub-committee of the strike central committee, announced 
that a curtailed street car service be allowed. The reason 
for this recommendation was purportedly a concern for school 
children who had a lengthy distance to travel to adtieo ba” 
However, on the morning of May 28, city commissioners issued 
orders to the superindendents of the utilities asking them 


to accept applications from job-seekers in order that full 


566 ompiled from the Edmonton Journal and 
Bunhe tain yo Meyie2.7, Cho tov 


Sle dmonton Journeba May: 20, to 9. 


ats 


7 re 
ais 
Led epee ast ad bieeqory veal 


af QasoRetH aH vawal ge ar Gols ‘tae veut 
hw eesypiime terns beg reso es ste «ries 


poe oy ag Sewotin ad 


inog otbsae ant tend bay viaiian neggds am od AROS oti 


rat: soretexsd (2 askutdéo aa buuade oudteii: baa “<a " 
mae a4 | OF Stla ©. tries. 1 eee! Agila itor, yd fas eae, . 
yee 

netkade greknint add - tg 


Si 
roa INST S. OAt2wo!l 6 Vestas. i =m op 


/ ae oh 
a”) a tenpelah addel avr biked ES, o- 859 


ae HON TE Seavenie: ya a sce gt wad seen nee ay 
; Ad 


Catan “eal: any ") gre dowy 40 Spee 
Maio tides agg, Ve) cemebetio iaderet a 15S -yam AO = 
he oieds Shae Se dIeaay lerti hy, aids f Bn aaiehick 
Geass Se etek. 4G ea kunae: 289 Jeaude but lita 
‘tei ant 9s aoet te Milo mits reppin, ew, not y 3 
“oka oF fevers a gonadacn vittonad, Pry ona 
beupel wratritedionns v¥ébo- itt Vell Po enhances i no, 
ins gataine Ncbertsen why iw. etashnsbei amg 
Li: dent 4440 (nt ScEPesmanht most 


baarainl, sotonmb ert 


¥ JSC? ae gam 


og 


utility service might be established. This threat to hire 
strikebreakers probably spurred civic employees into recon- 
sidering their action. Advertisements appeared in the 
Edmonton papers asking for applications, one such notice 
appearing in the Edmonton Journal on May 30 on behalf of 
five civic departments. The advertisements ceased when all 
civic unions agreed to end their strike. 

Organized labor, while not dealt harshly by City 
Council due to the efforts of the Mayor and "soft-liners"” 
among the aldermen, was not happy with those various 
pressures exerted upon civic employees during the first week 
of the strike. It was resolved to reward its friends and to 
punish its enemies. The March, 1918 plebiscite over the 
firemen's strike and the December, 1918 civic election 
revealed to Edmonton workers their political strength. 
Hence, the Dominion Labor Party vigorously contested the 
December, 1919 election campaign and its endorsed candidates 
fared well during the balloting. 

Two "hard-liners" during the Edmonton sympathetic 
strike, 0. Bush and Wl. Prevey, declined to enter the 1919 
aldermanic campaign. Mayor Clarke, while sympathetic to 
organized labor during the strike, had a measure of diffi- 
culty in gaining labor's whole-hearted support for the 1919 
mayoralty campaign. As mayor, he had to make many comprom- 
ises with Edmonton's business interests during his first 
term of office. On the other hand, he could not win re- 


election without the endorsation of the D.L.P. He there- 
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fore was hesitant about seeking office again, and only did 
so when the D.L.P. threw its support behind him. His oppo- 
nent in the mayoralty campaign was M. Esdale, a "hard-liner" 
during the Edmonton sympathetic strike. 

Both Edmonton newspapers supported Alderman Esdale 
during the campaign. Typically, the Bulletin was more 
virulent in its condemnation of Joseph Clarke and his D.L.P. 
allies. The election of Monday, December 8, was preceded 
by massive editorial attacks on the mayor and laborites. 
The 0.B.U. and the Edmonton sympathetic strike were major 
issues in the election campaign and the Bulletin's fulmin- 
ations in its editorial columns. In an editorial entitled 
"Progressive Citizenship Or Class War," the Bulletin asser- 
ted: 

Je tlmeekincdiey Fowaine aldermanic candidate| 

was chairman of the strike committee in May last. 
In conjunction with Carl Berg he shut the power, 
stopped the streetcars;...ecalled out the civic 
employees..eand generally tore the town to pieces 
for the greater part of a month.... He is s thor- 
oughly representative candidate of the Dominion 
Labor Party. 58 
The same editorial asserted the Dominion Labor Party rep- 
resented "class war". While the D.L.P. was a political 
attempt to perpetuate the ideal of “proletarian dictator- 
ship", the 0.B.U. was an attempt within industry to achieve 


the same goal. 


Class war is what the party stood for in Winnipeg 
in May and June last, and in Edmonton for a part 


58- dmonton Bulletin, December 5, 1919. 
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of the same period. ...eThat was the issue in the 

recent Winnipeg civic elections and it is the 

chief issue in the Edmonton elections. 59 

The editorial columns of the Edmonton Bulletin on 
December 6 carried redbaiting to an extreme. One editorial 
equated the Dominion Labor Party slate, the 0.B.U., the 
Edmonton Sympathetic Strike, and Carl Berg with the Bol- 
sheviki and "Moscow gold". This editorial entitled “Where 
The Money Came From,” commenced with an excerpt from a letter 
mailed by Carl Berg to R. B. Russell and dated June 20, 
1919. This quotation was cited at Russell's trial at 
Winnipeg for "seditious conspiracy", and stated "I have 
fust got in a.shipment of Bolsheviki funds.” This short 
quotation, taken out of context from Berg's letter, was 
obviously a facetious reference to a donation of $250 sent 
by a miners*® union to the Provincial Committee of the O.8.U, 
This money, apparently, was to finance a trip to Edmonton by 
Russell in order to induce local railroaders to support the 
sympathetic strike which, as of June 20, was a dying cause. 
However, the Bulletin was able to conclude: 
This should settle beyond argument the posi- 

tion of the Dominion Labor party in Edmonton, and 

also clears up the question as to how the Edmonton 

"sympathetic strike" was financed. It was not a 

strike for higher wages or better conditions. Its 

purpose was purely revolutionary..e.e. It did not 

have the financial support of the international 

uniense And yet it did not lack money. If Mr. 


Berg got in Bolshevist funds with which to push 
propaganda among the railway men, it is safe to 
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say that the funds that financed the strike came 
from the same source. 60 
A second Bulletin editorial on December 6 was en- 
titled "Conspiracy Against the Public." It commented favor- 
ably on a speech made by mayoralty candidate, Esdale, on 
December 3, 1919. Esdale alleged that the Edmonton strike 
committee, including Carl Berg and Je Findlay, attempted to 
make a deal with the Grand Trunk Pacific R.R. whereby the 
railway would be allowed to operate provided it would term- 
inate coal deliveries to Edmonton. This supposed offer 
would have led to the closing down of Edmonton utilities. 
This contradicted Bolsheviki principles stated the Bulletin, 
for private capitalists were being assisted at the expense 
of the public utilities. The editorial continued: 
It was not to benefit the public at the expense 
of private capitalists that Karl [sic] and his 
assOciates were aiming when they tried to lay the 
city under siege with the able assistance of his 
Worship the flayor, but the establishment of them- 
selves as masters of the city. 61 
Adjectives are difficult to select to describe the 
above utterances of the Bulletin. The Journal, too opposed 
Clarke but was able to constrain itself when criticising 
Clarke and the D.L.P. slate. Both papers failed in their 
objective of defeating Clarke and the laborites for, on 
December 9, the Bulletin was scbliged to report the substan- 
tial gains experienced by labor at the polls. J. Clarke had 


————————— nae 


60F umonton Bulletin, December 6, 1919. 
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defeated M. Esdale by a vote of 6,509 to 4,427. Three out 
of five aldermen elected were D.L.P. nominees. All four 


62 The 


victorious school trustees were endorsed by Labor. 
Bulletin attributed the victory of Clarke and his D.L.P. 
allies to the vigorous efforts of the laborites to get the 
names of their supporters on the voters’ lists. In an 
editorial entitled "The 'Reds' Win", the Bulletin ruefully 
stated: 
The old gang of 1914, Clarke, East, Sheppard 

and Kinney, are on the job again. Apparently the 

bourgeoisie who helped to elect East, Sheppard and 

Kinney baulked at Findlay and Murray, for which 

the city has cause to be thankful. 63 

The 1919 civic elections demonstrated that the 

image of organized labor was not tarnished irredeemably 
after the Edmonton sympathetic strike terminated. The 
strike, more of a "labor demonstration" protesting post-war 
prices and unemployment, than a significant general labor 
walkout, was constrained by the trade union establishment 
of the E.T. & L.C. This same establishment backed the D.i.?P. 
electoral coup in 1919 so that it might influence consider- 
ably the actions of City Council in 1920. The 0.B.U.e dis- 
imteer ated during 1920 in Edmonton, and the "international" 


Iie 


62-dmonton Bulletin, December 9, 1919. 
The vote indicated for Clarke was incomplete, for two 
polls had not reported as of December 9, 1919, when the 
Bulletin was printed. This fact had, of course, no 
bearing on the outcome of the mayoralty or aldermanic 


campaigns. 


Ibid. 
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craft unions retained their supremacy over organized labor 
in the city. That organized labor was able to exert a con- 
siderable political influence in Edmonton may have under- 
mined the 0.B.U.‘s attempts to effect social change through 
"direct action" strategies. However, returning soldiers, 
adding te the labor pool in Edmonton, made it difficult for 
unorganized workers to be unionized. Many returned soldiers 
shunned involvement in labor unions, the image of labor 
having been tainted due to the utterances of its more milit- 
ant spokesmen. The press gave trade unionism a “disloyal” 
or "red" aura even though many union locals were dominated 
by staid upholders of conservative craft unionism. This 
image was undeserved, but citizens in post-war Canada were 
still gripped with patriotic fervor. Ironically, the 0.8.U., 
a manifestation of trade union nationalism and an experiment 
in industrial unionism, was no more controlled by “foreign” 
influences than the skilled craft unions which were dominated 
by the American Federation of Labor. Yet, the skilled 
crafts were able to survive at a time when a surplus of man- 
power weakened tne survival capacity of trade union stnruc- 
tures, such as the 0.B.U., comprised of the unskilled 


laborer. 
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Chapter X 
CONCLUSION 


The history of trade unionism in Edmonton and dist- 
rict has been examined in two ways. In Part One, the early 
history of trade unionism in the Edmonton area, culminating 
in the tumultuous years of 1918 and 1919, has been studied. 
Using secondary sources of a more or less objective nature, 
and by using a broad spectrum of more partisan labor news- 
papers and documentation, an attempt has biden made to accur= 
ately indicate those social forces, demographic trends, 
ideological tendancies, institutions and personalities which 
shaped the course of events leading up to the strikes of 
1918 and 1919, and the formation of the One Big Union seces- 
sionist movement. While additional research will undoubt- 
edly enrich the labor history of the period in question, we 
have derived a fairly reliable account of the pre-1920 
period, 

Part Two, a newspaper analysis of the 1918-1919 
period, cannot totally secninis the bias inherent in the sour-~ 
ces used. The owners and editors of the two papers involved 
were proponents of distinct political ideologies and reflec- 
ted the interests of socio-economic groupings existing in 
the Edmonton region. The newspapers possessed definite 
editorial policies, amd these did not result in biased edit- 
orial columns only. Headlining of articles, length of 


articles, page placement of news items, accuracy of report- 
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ing, use of propaganda techniques, eeusetidn af- items: for 
publication, and use of pejorative or eulogistic labels were 
some of the methods used to reflect editorial bias within 
the Journal and Bulletin. In addition to deliberate bias, 
human error and selective perception on the part of report- 
ers, sOurces of information, and typographers also distorted 
the news disseminated. 

There was an active interrelationship between the 
publishers of Edmonton's dailies and their readership. While 
the editors and publishers were anxious to influence the 
opinions of the reading public, they could not ignore the 
interests, prejudices, and wants of the readership, "Con- 
ventional wisdom" and popular feeling had to be pandered to. 
What a newspaper reported was not solely what its editor 
wanted disseminated, but also what the reading public wanted 
te"Bhbar"s*°This “"ptiblic”,” in Edmonton”’and”’ district, tended 
to possess petit bourgeois values. Farmers, merchants, many 
professionals, self-employed craftsmen, and entrepreneurs of 
various types possessed these values. While Edmonton poss- 
essed its socio-economic elite, there was no large body of 
very wealthy persons living in the city. The poor and un- 
employed existed, but their despair was often dissipated by 
the supposition that, in a land of opportunity such as west- 
ern Canada, ambition, hard work, and a measure of “luck” 
would lead to better circumstances. In such a milieu organ- 
ized labor functioned, and in such a milieu not many would 


believe that trade union organization offered long-term 
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advantages to the overworked and underpaid. 

While the numerical strength of organized labor was 
limited, while only a minority of wage earners were union- 
ized, the fact that workers were organized into such bodies 
gave them a collective strength which "two-fisted individ- 
ualism" and "luck and pluck" could not have achieved. The 
trade union became an instrument which enabled a relatively 
small number of workers to achieve economic and political 
gains which were impressive in the Edmonton region. The 
newspapers could not ignore the activities of trade union- 
ists, for their collective impact within Edmonton industry 
and politics was too great. The press, therefore, had to 
adopt stances toward trade unionism and decide upon the type 
of image to extend organized labor. On the other hand, 
leaders within the labor movement were also interested in 
the question of “image", and strove to have presented within 
the daily press that image which was most useful to its aims 
and aspirations. 

Part One has outlined the growth of trade union 
structures in Edmonton prior to, and during, World War One. 
The spectacular growth of the city for the two decades fol- 
lowing 1901 involved the importation of skilled craftsmen 
for construction purposes, and this resulted in the format- 
ion of union locals pertaining to the building trades. Many 
of these skilled artisans were from a British background, 
and were products of the British trade unionist tradition. 


The penetration of the railways into Edmonton saw the union- 
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ization of railway employees, starting with the more skilled, 
and followed by the less skilled, occupational categories. 
Primary and some secondary industry enabled further trade 
Union organization. This was achieved mainly by "“inter- 
national" unions which possessed the experience and organ- 
izational skills necessary for such undertakings, and the 
majority of Edmonton union locals were affiliated to the 
Chal oPeni« Chet then Alberta. Fodoeration, of labors. the T,.l.C..of 
Canada, and the American Federation of Labor. 

The unions that existed in Edmonton prior to World 
War I were cOnservative. They excluded the majority of work- 
ers who were therefore denied the benefits of trade union 
membership. Businesses, whether Edmonton based or branches 
of larger corporate structures, had a vested interest in the 
containing of trade union growth. While they had difficulty 
in resisting the unionization of workers possessing esoteric 
skills and knowledge, they could often thwart union organ- 
ization among semiskilled and unskilled workers. Until 1914, 
waves of immigration into Alberta insured the existence of 
pools of surplus labor which undermined the efforts of unions 
to organize in various industries. Many workers, from the 
British Isles as well as from continental Europe, appreciated 
the value of trade union membership, but yarious factors 
resulted in their exclusion from the ranks of organized 
labor. 

During World War I, a premium was placed upon man- 


power due to the large numbers of Canadians who volunteered 
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for service overseas. These volunteers tended to be, on the 
whole, of Anglo=Celtic stock and often fairly recent arrivals 
from Great Britain. Immigrants from Central Europe could 
hardly be expected to be enthusiastic about enlistment in a 
crusade against "The Hun" and the allies of Germany. Their 
willingness to work in mines and on railroads in the Edmon- 
ton area was due partly to economic necessity and partly to 
the fact that they had gained experience in these occupat- 
ions prior to their arrival in Canada. Working long hours 
at hard labor during the war, they naturally supported 
attempts to unionize industries that had previously been 
wholly, or partially, unorganized. War time inflation gave 
impetus to trade union organization as did the long hours 
necessitated by war time production. During World War I, 
the majority of unionized workers were not “aliens”, but 
these new Canadians rightfully benefited from gains achieved 
through trade union expansion. 

The latter years of the war saw increased strike 
activity in the mines and on the railways. These strikes 
often resulted in considerable wage gains as the effected 
industries were essential to the successful maintenance of 
the war effort. The adaptation of the U.S. McAdoo awards to 
Canada was one example of how the war enabled unionized 
workers to exact gains previously denied them. Yet, the 
termination of the war, and the return of thousands of vet- 
erans to the Edmonton area, saw the flooding of the labor 


market and the elimination of many of those gains achieved 
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during the preceding period. 

The One Big Union concept was an effort to organize 
all wage-earners within one trade union structure. Some of 
its proponents saw it as a means of mobilizing the entire 
working class against capitalism. Others saw it as a means 
of achieving industrial unionism, while others saw it as a 
way Of terminating the grip the American Federation of Labor 
had on Canadian labor structures. Many considered it as a 
vehicle of protest against postwar unemployment and inflat- 
ion. Some radicals envisaged the 0.B.U. as a means of 
achieving socialism through revolutionary action. The lat- 
ter category, however, was very limited in Edmonton and 
district, and it is nonsensical to allege that those hund- 
reds of workers who took the effort to secure msmbership in 
the 0.B8.U. were brainless dupes of radical socialists rep- 
resenting "foreiqn" interests. 

The examination of the Edmonton press during the 
1918-1919 period revealed the extent to which political 
dissent and trade union militancy was considered disloyal. 
With an Orwellian precision, "The Hun" was replaced by "The 
Bolsheviki" as the archenemy of Canada in the Edmonton 
press. Until the Armistice, those in the mines and on the 
railways who were affected by the Wartime Elections Act, the 
"aliens", received a “bad press” indeed. That industrial 
unionism spread within those basic industries, and consequen- 
tly benefited non-Anglo-Celtic workers, enabled the press to 


disparage industrial unionism and its proponents. The 
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Edmonton Journal tended to stress the "alien" element more 
than the Bulletin, the latter being influenced by Frank 
Oliver who suffered politically as a result of the Cons- 
cription issue and the disenfranchisement of those of “enemy 
a@lien™ birth 

The year 1919 saw the rise of the general strike 
movement and the Q.B8.U. While the Winnipeg general strike 
was essentially an attempt to establish collective bargain- 
ing rights for the Metal Trades Council, it was conceived by 
labor militants as a means of terminating the grip of the 
American Federation of Labor over Canadian labor unionism as 
well as being a means of propagating the 0.B8.U. concepts and 
perhaps, in addition, furthering the socialist cause. Thea 
militants were not a monolithic body, and it was fallacious 
to have labelled them as being all "reds", "revolutionaries", 
or anything else. This was, however, what the Edmonton 
press did. This blanket generalizing applied also to the 
Edmonton sympathetic strike which was basically an attempt 
to express solidarity with the Winnipeg strikers. The 
Edmonton strike, controlled by “moderate” trade unionists 
who were either members of conservative Canadian unions or 
"international" craft unions, was essentially a demonstration 
of labor's strength. 0.B.U. proponents in the Edmonton 
strike committee thought otherwise, but they were contained 
through the efforts of the E.T. & L.C. establishment. 

Of the central labor bodies in the cities of west- 


ern Canada, the E.T. & L.C. was unique in several ways. 
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While the central labor councils at Winnipeg, Calgary, and 
Vancouver were temporarily under the control of 0.8.U. pro- 
ponents, and it took extensive organizational efforts to 
wrest this control away from the militants and secessionists 
Onetherpanteaf the "intermational unions, the bs ts, & LC. 
was never controlled by secessionists. The "purge" of 
Pima lez yand 19, ssawetomthacwuesenes,.cat athe tins .of.«the 
gaeneraliistrikes .of May and June, 4919, athewE «ect cbsl ey: Of 
all major trade union centres in western Canada, was under 
the domination of upholders of conservative unionism. That 
Edmonton was a "safe" city as far as the American Federation 
of Labor was concerned was evidenced by the fact that Alfred 
harmilo, a pivotal figure on the Council's executive,,. could 
be spared for organizational efforts in Calgary and cities 
in British Columbia. 

The Edmonton “loyalists”, favoring political action 
through the Dominion Labor Party, were able to achieve 
notable successes during the civic elections of 1918 and 
1919, Having allies on City Council, they were able, to 
exact a large measure of toleration from the civic adminis- 
tration during the last week of May, 1919. Hence, no harsh 
retribution descended upon organized labor as an aftermath 
of the strike, and most conservative craft unions emerged 
from the conflict weakened but intact. The press, however, 
was extremely hostile to the strikers. Much of this hostil- 
ity, in the form of "redbaiting”, was hurled against Carl 


Berg and the Edmonton 0.8.U. Some of it was deflected upon 
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the trade union establishment and the Dominion Labor Party. 
Manifestations of labor unrest in 1919 were unjust- 
ly labelled as being Bolshevist or radical by the Edmonton 
press. The realities of postwar unemployment and inflation 
were underemphasized by these papers, especially by the 
Journal and its apologists for the Unionist regime. That 
the Journal, with its business orientation, would stress the 
allegedly revolutionary nature of the 0.B.U. and the general 
strike movement was to be expected. It was consistent in 
its attack upon labor militancy and its praise of "labor 
statesmanship". The Bulletin, with its vacillating editor- 
ial policy, wavered from a benign toleration of trade union 
activity to extreme vituperation as occurred during the 
civic election of December, 1919. From neither paper could 
consistently accurate comment about trade union activity be 


expected. 
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Appendix # 1 


Distribution of Alberta Population in Rural and 


2a 


Urban Communities: 1901 -~1971 
1921 1916 1911 1906 1901 

Rural joo, 550 S075 1G DED W20 legit (9 Dawe oo 
Urban 2 Leg A 188,749 TAT OSL 56053 18,989 

$86,454 496, 525 314,005 TES, 4.12 toe U22 
% Rural G2 1s 61.9 62.1 68.6 73.9 
% Urban 37.9 cAsOny WARS, 31.4 OG on 

*Error in Source corrected. 
Source: 

John Blue, Alberta Past and Present, Vol. 
Historical and Biographical (Chicago: Pioneer Historical 
Publishing Co., Tay Ay etal Oe 
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Appendix # 2 


Birthplace of the People of Alberta 
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1916 1921 

Total population Pid verPtercewcexcesrers 496,525 588,454 
Canada cuccccesereceececeeranceraesencess 241,357 Sa ou 
UritishVlsles «cieureveteees es tewveerees ~ 86,699 oT yo05 
British Possessions cecscccrerereeereccees yao 1044 
United*States wevetrrcrsiresvecnusetices 91,674 99,879 
EUrope cecucecceteetreceereccereceenceceeeee (1,580 69,765 
Asia ccocccecencestererrctccrcceusesecece 3,042 Bie! fie: 
Other Countries ceecccccevecreseereeeveere “=—o=— 389 
Source: 


John Blue, Alberta Past and Present, Vol. 


Historical and Biographical (Chicago: Pioneer Historical 
Publishing Co., 1524) Renae tee 
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Appendix # 3 


Prices and Price Indexes in Canada: 1914 - 1925 


ap ain ee Inter ted aha a a a 
Bureau of chet sal Rata i ssa 
Statistics Of Median*** 
102 1914 100 ite 15 
a NS 104 22 21 
132 dal 23 42 34 
Ue pon Ey ie 169 U3 44 
128 Los 195 80 414 
Z09 a HIS Zu aa 34 
244 a2 Ze. (as 33 
Mc 2 13271 168 56 33 
a bi (REEL, Psy 48 3d 
15 ARES) Vez 56 uh 
fle 1924 fa 56 aif 
160 s1S2'5 160 56 35 


* The median represents the price ratio of that commodity in 
the middle of the array of 232 commodities used in the 
calculations of the price index. 


** The interquartile range represents the range around the 
median into which the price ratios of half the commod- 
ities ased ini the walculation of, the price, index fall. 


*** The percentage which interquartile range is of median 


indicates significant fluctuations of prices. 


Source: 
V. We Bladen and A. F. W. Plumptre, “An Analysis of 


Prices and Price Indexes in Canada; 1913-1925", Canadian 
Historical Review, Vol. VIII (Sept., 1927), pp. 243-246. 


ere nh 
| in " 
a) 


Ese Sh epxphiy 


hi $ ‘* 
oe, == 
i 


i ee 
Hf 
Py car 


% . ee | a 


” A. ey ° 2 
: “— om nv) var 


=o . SS sa oe nev iden 
i 


Vi Lutiichs 4 a Phe ua bt oe eat. sae 


anf 41 -Geaui eid at wiv shire | 70: ibe 
= . oobi obi asi apes 


urlg irilices ds eohex Ost) art 
“sOrmuoY Sad) Viel te he abe ae 

ot S89 ebint’ sala ne “oe lato 
/ 7 1 A 
DGPS gi, Fo pit gechuper etek ivf 


Sata apie aay Fe 


bonmhs a7. sess 
spa Myc Cpe“ rer. 
‘it teeer Bhi 


ec 1 


280) Lange 


i 
ee A at 


Meet: the 


agai i > SBR eaiae 
eae ee 


eet, | 


240 


Appendix # 4 


Number of Unemployed Expressed as a Percentanoe of Total 
Trade Union Membership: 1915 - 1921* 


ToS 1 1510 1918 cee) 1920 eee 


January 31 “=~ ~-“—= ———— am 3a94 a cha oy Bis 
February 280  w——= mem wee eee 5 G1 LGR ities Weg Ware 9 
March 31 wew- === 2.16 1.68 5.62 3.44 16.48 
Apter. 50 -so ---~ Se eteied -~=-- A eo DOS Wele2? 
May 31 -—— ---- one ow oe —-<= 3283 25688 ~15.46 
June 30 oon ow ow 2«1 125 «50 Zot Dale WeSieih 
JULY 1 --<-~ ——— wae aiedaaied Ze (0 2.64 9.70 
August 31 “= ieesied Seteien oo ne ae 2050 SS hie) 6.70 
September 30 ---- 1.47 Lett «(2 2.14 Seas 8.47 
October 31 eddie ieteaies iesteted <= 2e5l aie ee 7<40 
November 30 ~swe eed aeiedae eatetoe Sede L0s04  Tin2o 
December 31 8.7 Zul (2242 Zho Ae) Wome Wome 


* Table compiled on the basis of reports submitted by 
Canadian trade unions to Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
Reports were quarterly as of September 30, 1916, and 
monthly as of January, 1919. 
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Appendix # 4, continued 


Employment Figures for 1919 -- Weekly Returns From 
Employers of Labor** 


fare. Claro JUNG .f Fon90 AUGes 2o =90.45 Nove bo 10 imag 
Mare 29 90.38 June 14 94.80 Aug. 30 98.43 Nov. 15 102.46 
HOt, 8 9U.(8_ Junee24-—-94, 50 Sept. 6 99.27 Nov. 22 103.05 
Bone i2 JUel0 June 26 95.25 Sept.lo 95e00, Nove 29° Voor 10 
POP USA a JULY 2 O4.598 (Sent.270 100,56) Dec. GaItg 200 
Aire 2 Gl «lone wily au2 ob, 04 §Septa2 100,55. Deck, Io 1OZe Zo 
May oy 2m July JS 96.50 Oct 4 100.75.,Dece 20 Joioe 
eveqg te) Gano Joly 2b 96.46 Uctwedl | 104. So, Doc. 2 poo 
ey mils Goa Oem Nils ee gee OU OCR weil Bl) 01.68 1970 
May, 24 SSeS Auge 99/635. ct. 25-102.15 Jane 3 ees 
Neyo) Soro? eAUGsa TO emeO OU, VU eme  dlis, e eae 
Jan. 17 100.00 


** Figures represent percentage of employed in relationship 
to total employed during base week ending on January i7, 
eval 


SOUrCceB: 
K, B. Conn, “Employment and Unemployment in Canada: 


Its Measurement with Special Reference to 1919", Canadian 
Historical Review, Vol. VI, No. 111 (Sept., 1925), pp. 236- 
244, 
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Appendix 5 


Circulation Analysis of the Edmonton Journal and Bulletin: 
1918 - 1919 


Edmonton Bulletin: Sample of Circulation Citations 

These figures represent the average combined circulations of 
the daily and semi-weekly editions of the paper. They are 
based on the average circulation during the week preceding 
the date of its publication. The circulations of the daily 
editions of the Bulletin were audited by the Audit Bureau 


of Circulation: those of the semi-weekly editions were rere 


January 1,° 19186 270, 5B4 January S50) io 19 203009 
Pepruary 7, 1978 (eee £aly s rebruary 27) 1919 19,4235 
Mareh. 27; 1916 Zig UG Merch 6, 15419 19,389 
Apts lao he ial hee March 12, 1919 18,949 
December 31, 1918 ZU Fao | Mayol, 1979 emai Zs 


As of May 9, 1919, the Bulletin ceased its practice of pub- 
lishing its average weekly circulation in a box at the top 
of the paper. In place of such circulation figures, small 
advertisements were published. Obviously, the usefulness 
of publicizing circulation in light of declining readership 
ceased to be of any benefit. 

The Bulletin was unable to compete with the cover- 


age given by the Journal to important events in the Eastern 


US Journal, May 24, 1919. The Journal pub- 
lished a full page advertisement which alleged that the 
Bulletin misrepresented its circulation to the public. 
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Appendix # 5, Continued 


U.S.A. and Canada and in Western Europe. 


lt hence tended to 


concentrate more on local events, as it was often able to 


“scoop” the Journal when dealing with events occuring local- 


ly. 


Edmonton Journal: 


Sample of Circulation Citations 


These figures represent the circulation of the newspaper on 


the date indicated. 


These figures were published in boxes 


ecvthe® top -of the’ first page-of the Jotirnal,’ and’ fluctuated 


greatly. Weekly averages were also published. 
were audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulation. 


ures listed represent extremes. 


attained was on January 1, 


amber t, 1979. 


In spite of fluctuations, 


All figures 
The fig- 


The least daily circulation 


The greatest was for Dec- 


the large incidence 


of circulations greater than 22,000 in 1919 indicates the 


growing readership of the Journal. 


Weekly circulation aver- 


ages, which omitted some of the extremes in readership, 


confirmed the trend to greater circulation. 


January 1, 19738 
June 28, 1916 
August 5,) 1978 
August 315 T9018 
September 4, 1918 


November 7, 1918 


16, 709 
18,046 
NE es’ 
ZA ZO 
hey55 


22,400 


January 1, 19719 
May 29,.51919 

JURGe2 oye nea 
November 18, 1919 
December 1, 1919 
December 27, 1919 


18,694 
21,514 
22,918 
99 17359 
P2802 
Pees 


The circulation advantage of the Journal in 1919 is 
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Appendix # 5, continued 


confirmed by the above figures. This was important as adver- 
tising revenue was contingent upon readership. A major 
factor explaining the Journal's circulation advantage was 

the fact that, as an afternoon paper, it was better able to 
give Edmonton readers news about events in Eastern Canada 

and abroad. As part of the Southam news chain, it had 
access to greater sources of information than the Bulletin, 
and was better enabled to withstand temporary reverses in 


circulation. 
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